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f o r ew o r d

We are living in the most violent times in recorded peacetime history.

Medical technology saves more lives than ever before, preventing more 

deaths of victims of attempted murders every year. But the rate at which our 

citizens are trying to kill each other may well be the highest in recorded 

peacetime history.

A study published by the University of Massachusetts and Harvard 

University in 2002 demonstrated that if we had 1970s-level medical technol-

ogy today, the murder rate would be three to four times what it is. In other 

words, three out of four deaths from attempted murders today are prevented 

by the advances in medical technology in just the last thirty years.

If we had 1930s-level evacuation, transportation, and medical technol-

ogy (no automobiles or telephones for most people, and no antibiotics), the 

murder rate would probably be at least ten times what it is today. If we had 

1870s frontier-level medical technology (no cars, no phones, no antibiotics, 

no antiseptics, and no anesthesia), the rate at which we would be successful 

at killing each other could be fifteen times what it is now.

We live in times that make the violence of the Old West pale by compari-

son. This explosive increase in the serious assault rate can be seen in every 

major industrialized nation around the world. We are living in tragically vio-

lent times, and there is every reason to believe that it is going to get worse.

What our children are doing in the high schools and the middle schools today 

predicts what they will be doing as adults in our communities and our work-

places in the years to come. The kids who gave us Jonesboro in the middle 

school and Columbine in the high school are now giving us mall massacres, 

workplace massacres, and college massacres—like Virginia Tech.

In this tragic, violent new age, it has never been more important to study 

and understand the roots of violence. If our civilization is going to survive, we 
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must study and master the violence within our children and our society. And 

that is exactly what this book is all about.

Phil Chalmers has interviewed the killers. He has corresponded with 

them extensively. He has exhaustively researched their crimes. There is no 

human being alive who knows more about these killers, and as you read this 

book, he will truly take you Inside the Mind of a Teen Killer.

Phil has written a book that involves the reader in the unraveling of a 

mystery—namely, why these kids became killers. And, most importantly, 

what we can do to stop the killing—if anyone is willing to listen. And we 

must listen. Our future and our survival depend upon it.

So let us study and learn from this book. And let us pray that we can use 

the information here to save lives, prevent more murders, and turn the tide 

of violence in our civilization.

— Dave Grossman

 Lt. Col., U.S. Army (ret.)

 Director, Killology Research Group 

(www.killology.com) 

Author of On Killing, On Combat, 

and Stop Teaching Our Kids to Kill

Phil (right) pictured with murder expert Lt. 

Col. Dave Grossman, who wrote the foreword 

of this book. Lt. Col. Grossman has made a 

huge impact on Phil’s writing and speaking 

career and is a big inspiration to him.
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I n t r o d u C t I o n

In Michael Newton’s book Killer Kids, he tells how during the carefree 

1950s, former FBI director J. Edgar Hoover “warned Congress and the 

nation at large of a startling new menace, ranked second only to godless 

Communism as a critical threat to life, liberty, and the American way. A new 

crime wave was brewing . . . spawned from a ‘juvenile jungle’ whose deni-

zens drove hot rods, dressed in leather jackets, and kept switchblades at the 

ready, anxious to ‘rumble’ with any and all corners.” He was talking about 

the growing threat of teen violence almost five decades ago—a problem that 

today is getting out of control and deserves our undivided attention. 

I did not write this book to glorify crime or to sensationalize these 

unfortunate tragedies. I have no hidden agenda, and I didn’t write it just to 

make a quick buck. 

I wrote this book with only one thing in mind—change. My hope is that 

the research and studies I have compiled during the last two decades can 

create positive change; educate law enforcement, youth workers, teachers, 

and parents about warning signs in potentially violent teens; and hopefully 

save many innocent lives. 

What sets this book apart from the many other crime books is the mul-

titude of firsthand crime accounts by dozens of teen killers. You could say 

that I have cowritten this book with more than two hundred inmates who 

killed when they were teens, in addition to a handful of other high-profile 

serial killers and mass murderers. 

These offenders will explain what led up to their crimes, what they were 

thinking about during their crimes, and what motivated them to commit 

such terrible horrors. More importantly, they will explain how they could 

have been stopped and will offer warning signs that any person paying 

attention could have noticed. 
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men and women, detailing the project I was undertaking and telling them 

what I hoped to learn from their experiences. This book includes many of 

the things I’ve discovered during this eye-opening process. 

The two most significant and juxtaposing things I have learned about 

teen murderers are how violent they can be and—at the same time—how 

normal they can seem. Some of these murders are as violent and gruesome 

as the horrific crimes committed by psychotic serial killers. Yet some of these 

teen killers appear to be normal and balanced young people who were raised 

in loving and stable families. They are your average, next-door-neighbor-

type kids who date your daughter and play soccer with your son. They are 

the quiet teenagers who attend class at the local high school and may even 

cut your grass and feed your pets while you are on vacation. Some of them 

have such an above-average intelligence that they could have been valedicto-

rians of their graduating classes! 

My hope and prayer is that this book 

will help to save young people in our own 

families and communities—one person 

at a time. We all need to work together to 

look for warning signs of potentially vio-

lent kids and find help for them before 

it’s too late. You may save a neighbor’s life, 

the lives of kids at a local school, or even 

the life of your own child.

If you would like to get more infor-

mation about teen murder, to obtain 

additional resources, or to contact me, 

log on to my Web site, www.PhilChalmers.com.

Phil on death row, in the mid-1980s, 

with Oklahoma teen killer and former 

Satanist Sean Sellers, who was executed 

in 1999 for shooting to death his parents 

and a convenience store clerk.
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o n e

Church Kid Slaughters 
Family—News at Eleven

Good wombs hath born bad sons.

—William Shakespeare,  
The Tempest, quoted by Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold,  

Littleton, Colorado, school shooters

Luke Woodham called himself a social reject. He was the product of a pain-

ful divorce. A victim of clinical depression as a child. A casualty of merciless 

bullying. An angst-ridden teenager whose first and only love had shattered 

his heart.

On the outside, Luke resembled the average teenager. On the inside, he 

was a dormant volcano. What catapulted sixteen-year-old Luke into a violent 

rage on October 1, 1997, in the small town of Pearl, Mississippi, where he 

bashed his mother to death with a baseball bat, shot two classmates to death, 

and injured seven others? What made this baby-faced young man, who had 

seemingly typical adolescent problems, erupt in such a volatile fashion? 

You may assume that Luke had an unusually dreadful childhood. Maybe 

you are even suspecting child abuse or sexual molestation—some overly 

traumatic, life-defining moment that served to create the monster within. 

But it wasn’t just one particular event. Luke was simply overwhelmed by 

deep, emotional debris that he was never able to process in a healthy way.

Luke remembers his early years in random snapshots. He was born on 

February 5, 1981, to seemingly normal parents and a bossy older brother. 

They later acquired a friendly dog named Sparkle. Luke’s most disturbing 
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memories are the screaming matches between his mom and dad. They 

engaged in bitter verbal battles that left a young Luke confused, scared, and 

most times in tears. On several occasions when his mom tucked him in and 

kissed him good night, he desperately begged, “When are you guys going to 

stop fighting?” 

She never replied, but the answer came when Luke’s father took off one 

day when Luke was eight years old. He never came back. Luke was convinced 

Journal of Pearl, Mississippi, school shooter Luke Woodham. On this particular page, Luke 

vows never to be hurt by a girl again and signed the letter in his own blood. He proceeded to 

murder his mother, his ex-girlfriend, and another female student at the school.
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he was at fault and never fully recovered. During the time he should have 

been playing on a Little League team or joining the Boy Scouts, Luke sank 

into a deep depression that would last for years. He tearfully told me, “I 

regretted my birth—even today I still feel guilty.”

Luke retreated into a world of solitude. He did what he knew best—read 

books, daydreamed, and socialized with imaginary friends. He was embar-

rassed by his looks—his chubby frame, dorky glasses, and buckteeth. He 

had trouble communicating his emotions, and the only way he knew how 

to deal with his festering pain and sadness was to draw deeper internally. 

Though he shut the world out, he was desperate for someone to care. When 

no one did, Luke sought answers in a place that only fueled and poisoned 

his silent rage. And there he was pushed over the proverbial edge. 

Luke discovered a twisted semblance of solace when he joined a satanic 

cult in 1996. The cult leader, Grant Boyette, was instrumental in shaping 

Luke’s tormented emotional state by advocating graphic fantasies of death 

and murder and, specifically, a school shooting. (Grant Boyette was con-

victed and sentenced to six months at the Parchmoon Boot Camp and five 

years supervised probation.) On September 30, 1997, Grant convinced Luke 

it was time to seek revenge for his cruel life by finally acting out his homi-

cidal daydreams. The very next day Luke scribbled what should have been a 

suicide note. He wrote, “The world s—t on me for the final time.” 

The following day Luke armed himself with a butcher knife, a baseball 

bat, and a .30-30 rifle. His mother was his first victim. She died after he 

Boyhood home of Pearl, Mississippi, school shooter Luke Woodham, and the site where he 

murdered his mother with a baseball bat and a butcher knife.
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Writings of Pearl, Mississippi, school shooter Luke Woodham, in which he stated “murder is 

gutsy and daring” and “push and we will push back” and the day he shot up Pearl High School 

“shall go down as the day I fought back.”
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stabbed her multiple times and beat her with a baseball bat. Luke then drove 

to his high school and continued his killing spree, ending the lives of two 

young students, including his ex-girlfriend, and wounding seven others. He 

thought he’d finally found justice. 

“I was just trying to find hope in a hopeless world, man. That’s all there 

is to it. I just wanted a better life for myself, and I’ve never had one.”1 His 

“better” life is now being spent behind bars in a Mississippi penitentiary. He 

will never experience life as a free man again.

It’s easy to look at Luke without an ounce of compassion or sympathy. His 

actions were despicable, inexcusable, and irreparable. Yet something gnaws at 

my spirit when I wonder how an adolescent who struggled with esteem 

issues and depression—problems characteristic of many teenagers—could 

transform into a violent and vengeful murderer. While many teenagers expe-

rience some degree of angst or family trouble in their lives, rarely do they 

resort to murder.

It’s difficult to stand back, ask the tough questions, and somehow try to 

unscramble the mess of a teen killer’s mind. It’s definitely much easier to 

(left) Rear entrance of Pearl High School, where school shooter Luke Woodham exited the 

building and was quickly apprehended by a teacher and police.

(right) Pearl, Mississippi, school shooter Luke Woodham moments after his murder spree at 

Pearl High School. Police took this photo after they tackled and handcuffed him.
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his mother, father, and brother by stabbing them 

to death. As he left the scene of the crime, in an 

attempt to commit suicide, he rammed his auto-

mobile into a neighbor’s car, accidentally killing 

the neighbor. John then called the police and told 

them to check his home address. He tried to com-

mit suicide a second time by slitting his wrists. 

The School Killer/Shooter

The school killer is a unique individual. Many 

of these kids have a misconception of justice and 

carry out their crimes as a way to get back at those 

who have bullied them. Luke Woodham is one 

example of such revenge kills. “I attacked the other 

students at random because I believed that they 

had all wronged me because of the way that I had 

been picked on and mistreated,” Luke told me.

There are several cases that I’m sure most of you 

are familiar with, including the Columbine massacre in Littleton, Colorado, 

and the shooting in Paducah, Kentucky. But this isn’t a new phenomenon.

One of the first school shootings occurred in 1978, when thirteen-year-old 

Robin Robinson shot and wounded his principal. Robin had been disciplined 

and paddled by this man. When Robin was threatened with a second pad-

dling, he went home, retrieved a handgun, and returned to school. He then 

shot and wounded the principal. Robin spent time in a juvenile facility. After 

his release, he killed a retired police officer during a burglary and was sent to 

an adult prison.

January 29, 1979, in San Diego, California, sixteen-year-old Brenda Spencer, 

the first female school shooter, opened fire in an elementary school across 

from her home, using a .22-caliber gun that her father had given her for 

Christmas. The terrifying ordeal lasted for six hours. When it was over, two 

John Justice murdered his 

mother, father, and his 

younger brother in his family 

home in Buffalo, New York. 

He then left in a car and 

rammed it into a neighbor’s 

car, killing the neighbor. He 

was trying to commit suicide 

in the car accident.
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Reasonings Within:  
Why Teens Kill

The thing that impresses me the most about America  

is the way parents obey their children.

—King Edward viii (1894–1972)

The most frequently asked question when I tell someone I’m writing a book 

on teen murder is, why do teens kill? In the course of my research, I’ve discov-

ered answers by people with varying backgrounds, experiences, and voca-

tions. Here is what they have said:

•	 “Mostly,	children	are	a	product	of	their	culture,	and	in	our	culture,	

it is the incessant, inescapable drumbeat of media violence, which is 

the new factor feeding the virus of violence.” 

— Lt. Col. Dave Grossman,  

author of On Combat, On Killing, 

and Stop Teaching Our Kids to Kill

•	 “Teens	kill	because	of	the	darkness	in	their	hearts,	and	they	have	

accepted violence as normal behavior. Violence is the furthest 

thing from normal.” 

— Joe Schillaci ,  

Miami homicide detective, 

featured on the A&E TV show 

The First 48 
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Cause #1: An Abusive Home Life  
and Bullying

Killers often come from abusive homes, some worse than others. While this 

is a subjective term and can characterize many situations from enduring 

physical or sexual abuse from parents, living with a mentally ill mother or 

father, or being in a home environment dominated by alcoholism or 

domestic violence, these situations are breeding grounds for a future violent 

child. Any major disruption in a home—such as constant moving or relo-

cating to an entirely new country—can also have a significantly negative 

impact on a child. Events and situations like these can prove highly emo-

tional and problematic to an adolescent.

The family unit has changed drastically in the last few decades. Today, for 

instance, something as simple as eating dinner together as a family has 

become a rarity. According to the U.S. Census Bureau, only 55 percent of 

fathers eat dinner with their kids every day.  Mike Huckabee, author of Kids 

Who Kill, recorded that more than 80 percent of all violent juvenile offend-

ers are products of broken homes. He also said that nearly 70 percent live in 

single-parent homes, and nearly 90 percent of these violent teens have suf-

fered some sort of physical, sexual, or emotional abuse. 

On May 26, 1994, seventeen-year-old Clay Shrout 

from Union, Kentucky, killed his parents and two 

younger sisters and took a class hostage at his high 

school. He had recently gotten into trouble for 

bringing a stun gun to school and was mad at his 

parents because they had taken his weapons away. 

Clay was heavily into violent music, horror movies, 

and pornography, and he dabbled in the occult.  

When I met with him, he told me his anger 

stemmed from his mother sexually abusing him 

as a child. We continued corresponding after our 

initial meeting. Clay wrote: 

Clay Shrout, from Union, 

Kentucky, killed his parents 

and two younger sisters, then 

proceeded to take a class 

hostage at his high school.

00-01-Inside the Mind Final pass.indd   22 2/25/09   2:34:23 PM

inside the mind of  a teen killer

24

dangerous consequences. Chapter 4 details the connection between violent 

entertainment and real-life violence. 

Pornography is a major problem. How popular and successful is the 

pornography industry? According to Dr. Jerry R. Kirk in his book The Mind 

Polluters, the industry currently has higher sales figures than the fast-food 

chain McDonald’s. Governor Mike Huckabee, in his book Kids Who Kill, 

states that pornography has become the fastest-growing segment of the 

American entertainment industry. In my opinion, excessive exposure to 

pornography fuels sex crimes that, particularly for a teen, can turn into a 

sexual murder. Many teen killers who rape and kill are either into or have 

been exposed to pornography. Numerous serial killers have acknowledged 

the connection between pornography and murder. In chapter 4 you can find 

an excerpt from serial killer Ted Bundy’s last interview before his execution, 

in which he explores this topic.

With a connection to a 1987 movie about teen 

vampires, The Lost Boys, Timothy Erickson, eigh-

teen, and several codefendants committed a mur-

der in Minnesota known as the “Vampire Murder 

of St. Cloud.” Before the crime, which occurred on 

March 21, 1988, Timothy had watched the film 

and was inspired to form a vampire cult. On the 

day of the murder, he and a bunch of guys, includ-

ing the murder victim, Donald Gall, went camp-

ing. The group huddled around a fire at a campsite 

later that night and talked, laughed, drank, and 

smoked marijuana.

After Donald fell asleep, Timothy and three 

friends went into the woods, where Timothy sug-

gested they kill Donald and drink his blood. While 

some balked at the plan and refused to participate, 

Timothy was intent on carrying it out. They returned 

to the campfire, and Timothy initiated the murder 

by clubbing Donald over the head with a tree branch 

Tim Erickson from 

Minnesota was inspired to 

start a vampire cult after 

watching the movie The 

Lost Boys. On a camping 

trip, Erickson egged on a 

group of friends to help him 

kill a fellow camper and 

drink his blood. They beat 

the man to death and cut 

his throat.
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William “Scott” Lang, from Clearwater, Florida, 

broke into his ex-girlfriend’s house and murdered 

her father on December 21, 2001. When Scott was 

three, his biological mother put him up for adop-

tion, and soon after he was adopted into the Lang 

family. After being thrown out of his adoptive home 

because of his unruliness, he bounced around to a 

few families from his church. Eventually he found 

himself homeless and without family. He told me:

I ran out of money . . . I was homeless, depressed, 

broke, and felt there was nothing left for me to do, and 

nowhere to turn. I set my mind to end my life, but the 

horrible person that I am decided to inflict pain on 

other people to show them what I felt like. I am truly 

ashamed of what I did, I wasn’t at the time, I didn’t 

care what people thought or would say about the 

horrible thing I was about to do.

Lang continued: 

I went to his [Richard, the father of his ex-girlfriend, Katie] house while 

everyone was at work . . . I got the gun and waited. At that point I wasn’t 

sure if I wanted to kill Katie, kill them all, or just make them watch me kill 

myself . . . He [Richard] came in and was greeted by me and a gun . . . I told 

him I was going to make Katie watch me blow my brains out. At this, he 

stood up and said I was going to have to make a choice, kill him or he was 

leaving . . . he wasn’t going to let Katie come home. As he turned around 

and walked to the front door, I shot him . . . I killed the person who was 

probably the most active in trying to help me, and took away the father and 

husband of people who loved me . . . I sat in their house with Richard dead 

and waited again for Katie to come home. Katie came home and was 

shocked and scared. I held her at gunpoint for an hour . . . I told her to take 

her clothes off. I was going to rape her. Then her mother came home. 

William “Scott” Lang 

killed the only person 

who probably cared 

about him, his former 

girlfriend’s father. He 

broke into his girlfriend’s 

house and shot her father 

to death as he returned 

home. He contemplated 

killing his ex-girlfriend 

and her mother, but 

instead fled the scene.
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Can guns be good? Sure. Will we ever get the guns out of the hands of the bad 

guys? No. Can we try to do our best to keep guns out of the hands of children 

and troubled teenagers? Definitely.

Oregon school shooter Kip Kinkel was given his own gun after a psycho-

therapist suggested that Kip’s dad purchase one for Kip so they could have 

an activity to participate in together. Kip was not only stockpiling guns in 

his bedroom, but his parents were even buying them for him. 

In 1998, Kip killed his parents and shot many innocent students at his 

high school with the gun they bought him. As you read the chapter on guns, 

my hope is that you can see how dangerous guns can be and also learn about 

their positive aspects—how they can also save lives.

Cause #7: Peer Pressure

Peer pressure is an age-old plague that predomi-

nantly affects young people and can be quite an 

influential factor in committing crimes. Some 

teens are only “along for the ride” when a crime is 

committed and end up suffering the same punish-

ment as the person who actually committed the 

crime. Peer pressure guides other teens into situa-

tions in which they feel there is no way out. And 

there are others who become enmeshed in a crime 

because they are simply at the wrong place at the 

wrong time.

In Des Moines, Iowa, on March 24, 1990, three 

teens, part of  “the Young and the Wasted” gang—

ringleader Phillip Negrete, nineteen; Jammi 

Reimer, fifteen; and Sam Archer, fifteen—were 

partying together. Late that night they decided to 

steal some beer at a local store. In the process of 

Sam Archer, along with two 

friends, robbed a 

convenience store in Des 

Moines, Iowa, and in the 

process killed the store clerk. 

Archer didn’t swing the 

hammer that killed the clerk 

but helped grab money from 

the cash register.
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criminal activity, drug use, unstable families, illiteracy, and a whole host of 

other problems. Poverty doesn’t always have to mean devastation for fami-

lies and children. There are plenty of people who have overcome destitution 

and lead productive, successful, and positive lives. Yet there is an undeniable 

pattern, and many children raised in poverty do take up a life of crime.  

What alarms me is that many of these young people end up in prison in 

disproportionate numbers. Quite frankly, I am sick and tired of meeting 

men in prison who had a very small chance of having a crime-free future 

because of their upbringing in poverty-ridden communities. I am desperate 

to do something about this tragedy. As a nation we need to focus more 

attention on our internal situation, on our own country. We need to invest 

in our neighborhoods, cities, and states and give young people who are 

impoverished a chance to thrive.

William Garner grew up in Cincinnati, Ohio, in a poor, abusive, and unstable 

home. He described his home to me as a “dysfunctional environment with 

violence, injury, physical and sexual abuse, and abject terror.” In the absence 

of parents or respective guardian care, William and his siblings were left to 

fend for themselves. He explained that they were so poor they were “deprived 

of proper food and nourishment, having to exist at times upon ‘sugar’ bread.” 

William started committing robberies and burglaries to get money for food. 

During this time of crisis, William was also molested 

and abused by family members and family friends. 

William did a short stint in prison at the age of 

eighteen, and when he was nineteen, he was arrested, 

convicted, and placed on death row for the follow-

ing crime. 

About three in the morning on January 26, 1992, 

William walked into a hospital to get a sandwich in the 

cafeteria. He saw an unattended purse lying on a 

counter, grabbed it, and took it into a restroom. After 

pilfering through the handbag and finding nothing of 

value inside, he called a cab to take him to the address of the person who 

owned the purse. William broke into the home and stole a TV and a VCR. 

William Garner in 

prison. He set a house on 

fire after a robbery, killing 

five children.

00-01-Inside the Mind Final pass.indd   31 2/25/09   2:34:24 PM



37

t h r e e

Premedicated Murder:  
The Substance Abuse 

Connection

I was a kid affected by depression and hopelessness, that drug 

combination [referencing his alcohol and cocaine addiction] 

only intensified what I was already going through . . . my life 

would have turned out differently if I didn’t ever start.

—Eugene Turley, 
teen killer, as told to author

Luke Woodham was not high on drugs or alcohol when he committed his 

crimes. He also never experimented with the two substances Eugene Turley 

was addicted to. So while Luke’s story might seem irrelevant to this chapter, 

he definitely has some strong opinions about the correlation between drug 

and alcohol abuse and violent behavior.

Prison life is full of “if onlys.” If only I’d never picked up that gun. If only I’d 

not acted in anger. If only I’d left the pipe alone. If only I wasn’t drunk that 

night. These are the statements that echo throughout the prison halls—the 

words of failed lives. I’ve been hearing them for ten years and I know them 

all too well. Sadly, a lot of them are connected to drug and alcohol abuse.

These guys all believe that their lives would have been completely differ-

ent for them if they wouldn’t have started using drugs and abusing alcohol. 

A lot of people make terrible mistakes because of the impairment their drug 

addiction causes on their minds. After hearing all of the stories I’ve heard in 
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PCP

PCP is a drug that can have dangerous and deadly results. Developed in the 

1950s as an IV anesthetic, this drug was never officially approved because of 

the intensely negative psychological effects produced during clinical studies. 

Users of PCP can become very violent and suicidal and many times possess an 

enormous amount of strength. For example, some users have been able to fend 

off several police officers at the same time. This drug can be snorted, smoked, 

or taken orally. According to the National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA), 2.4 

percent of high school seniors have reported using PCP at least once.11

Brenda Spencer, whom I introduced in chapter 1 of this book as the first 

known female school shooter, was an admitted PCP user. She shot and 

killed two people and wounded ten others in 1979.

LSD

LSD, also known as acid, is another dangerous drug that can cause severe 

psychological effects. It is one of the strongest mood-altering drugs on the 

market and is sold as capsules, tablets, liquid, or absorbent paper. A person 

taking LSD can experience severe delusions and visual hallucinations. 

Fifteen-year-old Jason Edward Lewis shot his parents on March 5, 1995, 

in Newman, Georgia. Jason began using drugs like speed, alcohol, mari-

juana, and particularly LSD, when his sister moved out of the family home. 

(Left photo) Jason Lewis in between his sister and nephew and (right 

photo) in his prison photo. Jason shot and killed his parents while they 

watched television.
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Entertained to Death: 
violent Entertainment

The media is the catalyst that pushes them [teen killers] over 

the edge.

—Gregg McCrary,  
former FBI criminal profiler,  

commenting on CNN’s Burden of Proof 

Luke Woodham’s primary influence in life became occult worship, but vio-

lent entertainment also played a significant role. Music provided a delu-

sional source of sanity. Horror movies fed his violent cravings. Role-playing 

video games offered him an escape from reality. Luke can’t pinpoint one 

specific movie, band, or video game that birthed his violent streak. It was 

the constant exposure to these things that caused him to be apathetic about 

others and life in general. He wrote me a lengthy letter on the psychological 

impact violent entertainment had on him. 

Throughout all of my entertainment choices, one thing remained the 

same—my entertainment started off innocent and simple but grew darker 

and darker as time lapsed. As my entertainment choices changed, I changed 

along with them. I strongly believe that these were conduits which my per-

sonality changed through. Also, I was rejected more and more because of 

these personality changes, so I sought consolation for my rejection in the 

same things, mainly music. It is a trap! The more these things changed me, 

the more I was drawn into them.
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Here are a few movies that have sparked some major controversy.

The Matrix

Directed by Andy and Larry Wachowski and released in 1999, this film is 

the first entry in a series of Matrix movies, video games, and comics. The 

movie describes a future world of simulated reality. While The Matrix has 

spiritual undertones, its violence is overwhelming. People are run over by 

trains, decapitated, shot, impaled, and so on.

On February 17, 2003, Josh Cooke, nineteen, from Oakton, Virginia, was eat-

ing dinner with his parents on a typical Monday night. Later that evening, as 

he was listening to the song “Bodies” by the metal band Drowning Pool, he 

glanced over at his Matrix poster above his bed and then looked longingly at 

his gun. Josh put on his combat boots and a black jacket, similar in appear-

ance to the character Neo in the movie. He 

filled his pockets with ammunition and walked 

out of his bedroom, 12-gauge shotgun in hand. 

Minutes later, he shot and killed both of his 

parents in the basement. After calmly dialing 

911, Josh waited for the police to arrive. 

Josh told me, “I woke up late in the morn-

ing feeling pretty normal and helped my father 

shovel our driveway and then the neighbor’s 

driveway. Afterwards, I literally stayed in all 

day watching television and playing violent 

video games like Grand Theft Auto and Blood 

Rayne, and watching The Matrix movie on 

VHS, my new copy.” Josh told me that after he 

killed his parents, he “then grabbed a coke out 

of the refrigerator and drank it while I waited 

for police to arrive and arrest me.”

Not only did he regularly play violent video games more than six hours a 

day, but Josh watched The Matrix so many times he actually wore out the 

video. He said, “I was very connected to The Matrix because I really identified 

“Matrix killer” Josh Cooke, who 

shot his parents to death in the 

basement of their home while 

listening to Drowning Pool’s 

song on his headset. The song 

contains the lyrics “Let the 

bodies hit the floor.”
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with it, and I still do today. Every time I watched it, I imagined the people 

Neo was killing were my enemies. It felt almost therapeutic and it was a lot 

of fun.”

Receipt from the purchase of a shotgun by Josh Cooke, which he used to gun 

down his parents in the basement of their home. Josh was inspired by the 

movie The Matrix.
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Oakland County Sheriff ’s Department said that these young men had 

watched the film several times and were acting out parts of it. 

Natural Born Killers

In this movie two young people—Mickey (Woody Harrelson) and 

Mallory (Juliette Lewis)—fall in love, engage in a bloody killing spree in 

public places like convenience stores and restaurants, and gain fame as a 

result. The film garnered international attention because of its excessively 

graphic and violent content. Director Oliver Stone stated in a New York 

Times article on April 14, 1996, “The most pacifistic people in the world said 

they came out of this movie and wanted to kill somebody.”

To date, the most deadly school shooting in America by a teen was influ-

enced by Natural Born Killers. Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold killed thirteen 

people and wounded twenty-four others on April 20, 1999, in Littleton, 

Colorado. The two disturbed teens were fascinated with Nazi beliefs, weapons, 

and pipe bombs, and were heavily involved in violent video games such as 

Doom and music like KMFDM. They watched Natural Born Killers more than 

fifty times and even named their killing spree in its honor—“the holy April 

morning of NBK [Natural Born Killers].” 

In a journal entry, Dylan wrote, “I’m stuck 

in humanity. Maybe going NBK with Eric is the 

way to break free . . . I hope we kill 250—”2 

In his journal, Eric wrote, “NBK. I love it! 

Sometime in April, me and V [Dylan] will get 

revenge and kick natural selection up a few 

notches—”3 

Scarface

Written by Oliver Stone and starring the 

legendary actor Al Pacino, this 1983 movie 

depicts the tumultuous journey of a vicious 

Cuban drug lord, Tony Montana. Stone gar-

nered many of his ideas from extensive research 

into real crimes while consulting with the 

Prison photo of New York teen 

killer Austin Addison, who shot 

and killed another male teen in 

the process of stealing his “starter” 

jacket. He took great pleasure in 

seeing and starting fires.
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On May 10, 1998, Jessica Holtmeyer, sixteen, and 

her friend Aaron Straw, nineteen, from Clearfield, 

Pennsylvania, hung fifteen-year-old Kimberly Dotts 

from a tree and then beat and killed her with a 

large rock. During their trial, a witness testified that 

after Jessica watched Scream she said, “It would be 

fun to hang somebody” and that after the murder 

took place she acknowledged, “I’d like to do it 

again.”8 Jessica allegedly also wanted to keep one of 

the victim’s fingers as a souvenir. 

Seventeen-year-old Mario Padilla and his sixteen-

year-old cousin Samuel Ramirez killed Mario’s 

mother, Gina, July 1999 in Los Angeles, California. 

Mario stabbed his mother to death as Samuel 

held her down. In a taped confession to police, 

the boys said they killed and robbed Gina to get 

enough money to buy costumes like the one used 

by the killer in Scream. They also informed police they intended to wear 

those costumes when they killed several of their classmates. Thankfully, they 

were captured before they could carry out that crime. 

The Texas Chainsaw Massacre

Another popular example of gore porn is New Line Cinema’s remake 

series of The Texas Chainsaw Massacre. 

Reviewer and journalist Steven Isaac, of pluggedinonline.com, called the 

movie “a sadistic pornography of violence gruesome beyond proper 

description. It celebrates death. It glorifies brutality . . . It’s squalid, wretched, 

debased, debauched, depraved, abhorrent, contemptible, loathsome, repul-

sive, revolting and repugnant.” 

(AP Photo / Keith Srakocic)

Jessica Holtmeyer, sixteen, is 

led out of the Clearfield 

County court by sheriff ’s 

deputies after testimony in 

her trial in Clearfield, 

Pennsylvania, on January 26, 

1999. She was convicted on 

January 28, 1999, of hanging 

a learning-disabled teenager.
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Todd Rizzo, age eighteen, from Waterbury, 

Massachusetts, murdered a thirteen-year-old 

boy on September 29, 1997. Todd idolized serial 

killers, and The Texas Chainsaw Massacre was his 

all-time favorite flick. Todd lured his victim to a 

wooded area behind his home with the promise 

of looking for snakes. Then Todd smashed the 

boy in the back of his head with a sledge hammer, 

the same weapon used by the insane family in 

the movie. 

When describing his obsession with this 

movie, Todd said, “I’ve seen the disturbing series 

probably as many times as I’ve seen my own 

reflection in a mirror. I imagined myself part 

of that insane family—” He was convicted of 

first degree murder and sentenced to life with 

no parole.

Sex and violence:  
A Match Made in Movie Heaven

In many movies I consistently see the marriage of gratuitous violence and 

sexual imagery. In talking with hundreds of teen and adult serial killers, this 

combination provocatively appeals to those who have tendencies toward 

violence. 

Radio personality and best-selling author Dr. James Dobson interviewed 

Ted Bundy, one of America’s most infamous serial killers, shortly before 

Bundy’s execution in 1989. Bundy had many strong opinions and spoke 

adamantly against the coupling of violence and sex in entertainment. He 

also made the definite connection between violent and sexualized entertain-

ment and real-life crime. Bundy explained:

The wedding of those two forces, as I know only too well, brings about 

behavior that is just . . . too terrible to describe. There is loose . . . people like 

me today, whose dangerous impulses are being fueled, day in and day out, 

(AP Photo / Bob Child)

Todd Rizzo, eighteen, being led 

into court for the killing of a 

thirteen-year-old neighborhood 

kid with a sledgehammer 

because he wanted to find out 

what it felt like to kill someone. 

He was motivated by the movie 

The Texas Chainsaw Massacre 

and idolized serial killer Jeffrey 

Dahmer.
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play some of these games and make your own assessment. I’m sure your 

findings will cause you great concern.

Grand Theft Auto 

For years Mario Brothers dominated the video game sales charts and held 

the number one spot of best-selling video games. Around 2002, this game 

was dethroned and Grand Theft Auto took over the title. Although this series 

is technologically brilliant, its creators, Rock Star Games, have taken vio-

lence to an entirely new and disgusting level through its simulation of mur-

der. Grand Theft Auto has sold more than 35 million copies and worldwide 

sales are rapidly approaching 2 billion dollars.

In this video game, you are required to complete missions ranging from 

spraying graffiti to murdering innocent people. As you carry out these 

assignments, you are involved in all kinds of illegal activity, such as obtain-

ing various weapons (guns, chainsaws, and baseball bats), selling drugs, and 

having sex with prostitutes. Players are encouraged to kill the prostitutes 

after sex so they can get their money back.

The strategy guide for Grand Theft Auto reads, “You don’t have to use the 

chainsaw to kill this guy, but it’s oh so much fun, especially since he’s so slow. 

Switch to your handgun or fists while running to catch up with him, then 

either plug him full of lead or flip fast to the chainsaw and cut him up good.” 

There have been quite a few crimes associated with the Grand Theft Auto 

series. The case that has probably received the most media attention involved 

Devin Moore.

On June 7, 2003, Devin, eighteen, was being 

booked for stealing a car. While inside the Fayette, 

Alabama, police department, he wrestled a gun 

away from the booking officer and shot and killed 

him. Devin then shot another police officer at the 

station who was running to assist his fellow offi-

cer, and finally shot and killed a third person, a 

dispatcher. This Grand Theft Auto player contin-

ued doing what he did best and stole a police 

Grand Theft Auto player 

Devin Moore killed three 

police officers in Alabama.
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Bullied to  
the Breaking Point

I feel like everyone is against me, but no one ever makes fun of 

me, mainly because they think I am a psycho. There is one kid 

above all others that I want to kill. I want nothing more than to 

put a hole in his head.

—from the writings of Kip Kinkel,  
teen killer 

Minutes before his school shooting, Luke Woodham handed a note to a 

friend. It contained his last message to the world in the event he was killed 

during the shooting. 

I am not insane, I am angry. I killed because people like me are mistreated 

every day. I did this to show society, push us and we will push back . . . All 

throughout my life, I was ridiculed, always beaten, always hated. Can you, 

society, truly blame me for what I do? Yes, you will . . . It was not a cry for 

attention, it was not a cry for help. It was a scream in sheer agony saying that 

if you can’t pry your eyes open, if I can’t do it through pacifism, if I can’t show 

you through the displaying of intelligence, then I will do it with a bullet.1

When Luke and I met, he relived some of his childhood experiences and 

feelings of being picked on with a lot of emotional agony. “Every time I was 

bullied it was always a reminder that they [peers] didn’t want me, that I’d 

never fit in, that I’d never be one of them. You go through life feeling like 
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In 2003, John Jason McLaughlin shot two students as he left the locker room 

of his Minnesota high school. When police asked what his plans were that 

day, he responded, “I was going to shoot some people” because “they were 

teasing me all the time.”13

What Can We Do?

Shocking? In an era and a country where our kids are raised in such a violent 

and obscene youth culture, it shouldn’t surprise us that they are using vio-

lence and murder to solve their problems. To those who are being harassed 

at school, killing innocent people isn’t a scary crime with weighty conse-

quences. It has become a method for relief from bullying or a means to gain 

recognition other than being considered a “loser.” 

Numerous national law enforcement studies expose the leading cause of 

school shootings as bullying. In my research, I have also determined that 

bullying is present in many teen killers’ lives, especially most of the ones I 

have personally interviewed and communicated with. It seems to me that 

teens today are not only sick and tired of getting bullied and tormented at 

school, but they are very angry that the respective officials in their schools 

and local communities are not protecting them.

One of my objectives in writing this book is to bring the problem of bul-

lying to the forefront. This is a serious problem that demands immediate 

(left) The arrest photo of Cold Spring, Minnesota, school shooter John Jason McLaughlin, who 

shot and killed two students at school, one by accident.

(center) John Jason McLaughlin, as he looks today in prison.

(right) The weapon used by school shooter John Jason McLaughlin. The reason for the shooting, 

according to Jason, was that he was being bullied by his murder victim. Others have said that 

Jason wasn’t bullied or teased by any classmates.
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Guns—the All-American 
Pastime: A Look at Guns  

and Gun Control

But we do know what happens when there is no one with a 

concealed weapon in these situations: people die.

—Clark Aposhian,  
Chairman of the Utah Shooting Sports Council,  

on the outcome of a public shooting spree 

When you want to spark controversy concerning teen violence, all you have 

to do is mention the word gun. Guns have a way of dividing a crowd, and 

because it is such a hot and controversial topic, many politicians have it at 

the forefront of their agendas. 

Guns, or firearms, were invented somewhere around the 1200s. Up until the 

1960s, anyone could purchase a gun without being questioned, even teenagers. 

Back in the olden times, you could walk into a bank with your shotgun, lean it 

against the counter to conduct your financial business, and when you were 

finished, grab your gun and walk out! Students in the 1960s used to bring their 

guns into school for show-and-tell. Things have sure changed since then. 

In this chapter, we will talk about these changes and explore the real 

issues surrounding these weapons. I want to assure you that I have no ulte-

rior motive when it comes to this subject. I am only bringing to the table my 

many years of personal experience with guns, the extraordinary amount of 

time I have spent with law enforcement officials, and thousands of hours of 

research and study.
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Guns: Good or Bad?

The first question we must ask is, are guns bad? The answer is a combina-

tion of yes and no. Because guns were created to do one thing—kill—they 

are bad when they end up in the hands of small children, the mentally ill, 

intoxicated individuals, untrained handlers, and bad people (like murderers 

and violent criminals). Guns give these people the opportunity to kill more 

people faster than if they used a knife or a baseball bat as a weapon. 

Earlier I talked about the Springfield, Oregon, school shooter Kip Kinkel. 

Kip’s parents were pulling their hair out trying to keep him occupied with posi-

tive activities to keep him out of trouble. But Kip developed a fascination with 

guns, explosives, firecrackers, and bombs, which he built and hid in a crawl 

space at home. One time, during a class project, he read aloud from a journal 

about his plans to kill everybody. He was obviously one troubled teen.

So what did his parents do? Prompted by a suggestion from a counselor, 

they bought Kip a semiautomatic rifle and a semiautomatic handgun. They 

believed doing so would help them bond with their son. And what did Kip 

do? He killed his parents and two students at school and injured twenty-five 

A recent photo of Springfield, Oregon, mass murderer Kip Kinkel, who is being led into the 

courthouse in Salem, Oregon, on June 20, 2007. Kinkel is trying to get a new trial.
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others with the same “bonding” weapons his parents had purchased for 

him. Clearly, there was no legitimate reason for Kip to have access to these 

weapons. He was already a disturbed boy, and his mental anguish and inner 

rage were only charged by his fascination with and use of weapons. A gun 

was the last thing that belonged in Kip’s hands.

The weapons used in the Springfield, Oregon, school shooting by Kip Kinkel. He was obsessed 

with guns and knives, and even law enforcement authorities are surprised at some of the 

weapons and acessories that Kinkel was able to purchase and hide from his parents.

The aftermath of 

the Springfield, 

Oregon, school 

shooting. Note the 

belongings of the 

mass murderer Kip 

Kinkel, including 

the banana gun clip 

and the Nine Inch 

Nails hat.
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It is horrifying to see, however, the 

ways that many gun owners store their 

weapons. They usually place their guns 

and ammunition in a closet, a dresser 

drawer, or in an unsecured gun cabinet 

that is typically constructed of cheap wood and a glass front. Boy, nothing 

stops a criminal from accessing a weapon better than a thin piece of 

breakable glass! When you store weapons in this manner, you are basically 

inviting someone to not only take them but also possibly use them against 

(top, left) This is the type of gun safe Phil 

recommends for those who own rifles and 

shotguns and is much safer than the old gun 

cabinets made of cheap wood and glass.

(top, right) This is an example of a gun safe 

that can be purchased at any sporting goods 

store. It allows you to keep your handguns safe, 

but also have quick access to them with a 

push-button combination.

(left) This is what a gun cabinet looks like in a 

typical American home. Manufactured wood 

and a thin sheet of glass do nothing to protect 

deadly weapons.
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school dance, opened fire with a .25 Raven pistol taken from his father’s 

dresser drawer. 

In Jonesboro, Arkansas, thirteen-year-old Mitchell Johnson and eleven-

year-old Andrew Golden opened fire on their classmates with guns—a .30-06 

Remington rifle, a Universal .30 carbine, and a Ruger .44 magnum rifle—

stolen from Andrew’s grandfather, a licensed gun dealer. Police reported there 

was no forced entry into the man’s gun storage room. Isn’t it disturbing to 

realize how easily these school shooters acquired their weapons? Mitchell and 

Andrew were released on their twenty-first birthdays. Mitchell was arrested 

again shortly afterward for possessing a loaded handgun and drug possession 

and is awaiting sentencing at the writing of this book.

School Safety

Have you ever asked yourself the question, why do teens bring guns to school 

to commit their acts of violence? Why not other places, like malls, football 

games, or field trips? Also, why don’t teens shoot up police departments or 

army bases? I believe that teens carry out mass murders at schools because 

they know the likelihood of anyone having a gun to stop them from carrying 

out their crime is slim to none. Places like malls and even football games are 

                                                                           (AP Photo / Jefferson County Sheriff ’s Department)

(left) Columbine mass murderers Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold caught on school security tape in 

the high school cafeteria during their shooting spree. Note Klebold’s weapon of choice, the TEC-9.

(right) Prison photo of Tennessee school shooter Jacob Davis, who shot and killed another 

student in a dispute over a girl at his Fayetteville, Tennessee, high school.
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Robert and James drove to the home of the 

potential victim, dug a grave behind the 

home to bury him, and cut his phone lines. 

James then hid in the bushes at the side of 

the home, and Robert calmly went to the 

front door and rang the doorbell. His game 

plan was to tell the victim his car had broken 

down and ask if he could use the telephone. 

Once inside, he would pull out his knife and 

subdue the homeowner. Then James would 

enter the home, rob the victim of his credit 

cards, and finally kill him. Should anyone 

else be home at the time, they were to die as 

well. Robert made sure they both knew that 

there were to be no witnesses.

Unfortunately for the budding psycho-

paths, this murder didn’t go as planned. 

When the homeowner answered the door, 

he was somehow already feeling suspi-

cious and held a handgun in plain view 

for Robert to see. Startled, Robert mut-

tered some words and immediately left. 

Following his lead, James walked out of 

the bushes, and the two fled the neigh-

borhood. The teen killers began to look 

for a victim who was against guns and 

didn’t own one. They found their victims 

eight days later in the city of Dartmouth, 

Vermont.

The two killers posed as college stu-

dents who were conducting a survey. A 

couple who were college professors invited 

the young men into their home. Robert and James viciously stabbed the 

couple to death and stole their credit cards and almost four hundred dollars 

Prison photo of Robert Tulloch, who, 

along with codefendant James Parker, 

stabbed to death two Dartmouth 

professors. There would have been an 

earlier victim, but he was a gun 

owner and showed them his weapon. 

Because of that decision, that gun 

owner is alive today.

Prison photo of New Hampshire teen 

killer James Parker, who, with 

codefendant Robert Tulloch, stabbed 

to death two Dartmouth professors in 

their own home.
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“We, the Jury, Find  
the Defendant—”:  
The Punishment  
of Teen Killers

While a fourteen or seventeen year old knows the difference 

between right and wrong, they don’t have the same abilities to 

control their behaviors and assess risks the way adults do.

—Steven Drizin,  
Northwestern University law professor,  

commenting on juvenile brain development

Rejecting an insanity defense, on June 12, 1998, a jury found Luke Woodham 

guilty of two counts of murder and seven counts of aggravated assault. Jurors 

deliberated for about five hours before reading their verdict. At the sentenc-

ing hearing, Luke spoke these words: “I am sorry for the people I killed and 

hurt. The reason you see no tears anymore is because I’ve been forgiven by 

God. If they could have given the death penalty in this case, I deserve it.”1

Judge Samac Richardson gave Luke two consecutive life sentences for 

the murder convictions and seven twenty-year sentences for the aggravated 

assault convictions. Luke will never leave the Mississippi State Prison alive. 

Here is what Luke had to say about his sentence: 

It is hard to say what I deserve. Anyone in prison wishes that they had a lesser 

sentence, but I guess that I have to ask myself if I really deserve it. I am guilty 
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of the crimes that I am in here for. I was out of my head when I did them, but 

I still did them. Would a mental institution have been fair? Considering my 

age and the mental state that I was in at the time that I committed my crime, 

I have to say that it could have been. I was the first person that I know of to 

be sent to prison for a school shooting and I still don’t think anyone else has 

been given as much time as I have. (I have seen people get a life sentence but 

none of them got three life sentences plus one hundred and forty years.) . . . 

I would say that a lesser sentence could have been fair.

I think that the best thing for kids who commit violent crimes is a 

mental institute. This society has gotten to the point where all that they see 

is a bunch of “juvenile monsters.” But what society needs to ask itself is 

How did these young children become monsters? A lot of the children who 

commit school shootings are abused, not necessarily at home but out in 

society. They have no way to respond healthily to the abuse by their peers 

(AP Photo / Rogelio Solis)

Pearl, Mississippi, school shooter Luke Woodham being escorted into court wearing a bulletproof 

vest to face charges of killing his mother and two female students and wounding seven others.
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“we, the jury, find the defendant—”

The boys sliced off the male victim’s pinkie 

finger, which they later paraded around to friends. 

Alvin was given a death sentence, and Bobby was 

sentenced to life without parole. I can understand 

and definitely approve of these sentences. But 

what about Timothy? He was sentenced to life 

without parole for twenty-five years for simply 

hiding behind a dining room table. If he had com-

mitted his crime after 1995, however, it would 

have been worse. He would have had absolutely 

no chance of parole. Timothy said, “I witnessed 

two people die. I regret that every day of my life, 

being any part of that and seeing that.”9 He is not 

optimistic he will ever be released. 

Did this young man, who did not actively par-

ticipate in this heinous crime, deserve the kind of 

punishment he received? I certainly don’t think so! Should he serve some 

hard time for tagging along with his buddies and not making an effort to 

stop the crime? Absolutely! But I think a life sentence is too extreme.

Another case has to do with a suburban gang from Florida called “the Lords 

of Chaos.” This particular group has garnered a ton of media attention. Of 

most interest to me are not necessarily the facts of the crime but the sense-

less punishment of the offenders. In 1996, eighteen-year-olds Kevin Don 

Foster, Derek Shields, and Christopher Black, and seventeen-year-old Peter 

Magnotti were members of this gang and committed a string of petty 

crimes, including vandalism and robbery.

As they wreaked havoc in the city of Fort Myers, their crime spree took 

a more violent twist when they shot and killed a music teacher who worked 

at the high school. The four young vandals attempted to break the windows 

at the high school and were caught by the school’s music teacher. Outraged, 

he told the young men that they would all be suspended the following 

Monday. The boys were immediately sent home.

The threat did not sit well with the gang’s ringleader, Kevin Foster. Kevin 

Florida’s Tim Kane, who at 

the age of fourteen had the 

unfortunate luck to be 

present while his friends 

committed a heinous double 

murder in Florida on Super 

Bowl Sunday in 1992.

00-01-Inside the Mind Final pass.indd   113 2/25/09   2:34:32 PM

inside the mind of  a teen killer

114

came from a family who bought, sold, and used guns. They owned a pawn-

shop that contained a wide collection of weapons Kevin had easy access to. 

He hatched a devious plan and informed the rest of the gang members that 

they would be killing the music teacher to avoid suspension from school. 

The others initially refused to participate in the psychotic plan, but Kevin 

threatened them with violence if they did not follow through. In fear of 

their lives, the three boys felt they had no other choice but to comply with 

Kevin’s demands. 

From what I understand, Derek rang the doorbell of the teacher’s home, 

and Christopher and Peter waited in the car. When the door opened, Kevin 

shot the man one time at point-blank range with a 12-gauge shotgun, 

instantly killing him. They fled the scene but were arrested soon afterward. 

All were charged with first degree murder even though Kevin was the shooter, 

the killer, and the one who planned the crime. Derek, who had a student 

scholarship, was given a life sentence without parole for ringing the doorbell 

and running off. Christopher, an honor student, was given the same sentence 

for being the getaway driver. Peter, a genius and a talented artist, was sent to 

jail for thirty-two years for sitting in a car. Kevin, perhaps the only offender 

(left) Prison photo of Kevin Foster, who shot and killed a music teacher at the front door of the 

teacher’s home. The teacher had caught Kevin and his friends vandalizing the school earlier 

that night.

(center) Prison photo of Derek Shields, who was caught hanging with the wrong crowd one night 

and was given a life sentence. A codefendant, Kevin Foster, shot and killed a music teacher.

(right) Christopher Black, who is serving a life sentence for hanging with the wrong crowd and 

being present during the shooting death of a music teacher at his high school.
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My Space:  
Life in Prison as a Teen

Prison is a Vietnam or a strait jacket. What I mean is you’ll 

either live day to day surrounded by potential ambushes and 

booby traps, or you’ll live day to day locked into one room left 

to your own devices.

—Todd Rizzo,  
teen killer, on death row in a Connecticut prison

Luke Woodham said, “It is a sad day when you have to try to convince 

people that a place [prison] as bad as this is really bad.” Luke lives in a six-

by-ten prison cell at the Mississippi State Penitentiary, the oldest prison and 

the only maximum security prison in the state. He is allowed three five-

minute showers a week, and the only time he can leave his cell is to take a 

shower or go to the prison yard. He spends about an hour each weekday 

outside in the yard that is divided into three separate pens, smaller gated 

areas within the yard. These were built because of the massive number of 

fights that erupted in the open yard. The pens were the only option to keep 

the prisoners from killing each other.

Without access to TV or the radio, Luke’s day consists of waking up, 

reading the Bible and praying, eating breakfast, studying, eating lunch, 

reading, writing letters, eating supper, reading the Bible, and going to sleep. 

He will continue this monotonous routine for the rest of his life. Luke is 

only allowed a limited amount of reading material, which is closely moni-

tored. During the cold winters the prison remains minimally heated, and 
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I introduced Robin Robinson in the first chapter 

as one of the earliest school shooters in America. 

He was also involved in a botched robbery that 

resulted in the fatal beating of a former police offi-

cer. Robin has spent many years locked up in state 

prisons. He is now serving a thirty-year sentence in 

an Alabama institution. Robin told me about his 

ordeal behind bars: 

Prison is hell. I have had to stab a guy, and I’ve also 

been stabbed. Since being in prison from the age of 

sixteen, I’ve had to deal with cold, hard criminals, 

many off of death row, with life without parole and 

life sentences, including murderers, rapers, and child 

molesters. I spent my first ten years in two maximum 

security facilities, and I’ve seen guys raped, robbed, and murdered for noth-

ing. I’ve seen guys cut and stabbed for something that could have easily been 

avoided. I stabbed a guy simply because I felt that he disrespected me, and I 

was stabbed in another incident years later about some prison-made alcohol 

in a fight that nearly cost me my life. I was stabbed in the side with my own 

prison-made knife that I was intending to use to kill another inmate.

Robin told me about the code of conduct in prison: 

In prison you live by a false code of conduct. We call it the “convict code,” 

where you mind your own business, you keep others out of your business, 

and you don’t “snitch” or let anyone disrespect you. I’ve seen more guys lose 

their lives and freedom trying to uphold this false code more than anything 

else. I’ve seen guys with a few years left end up with life, life without parole, 

or on death row trying to enforce this code. You’re subject to lose your life any 

minute or moment in prison . . . prison also promotes homosexuality and 

masturbation. After prison, many guys are not equipped to function in soci-

ety, and many become “institutionalized.” They end up returning to prison 

time and time again.

Prison photo of Robin 

Robinson, one of the very 

first school shooters, who 

shot his principal in 

Alabama in 1978. He later 

beat an ex-police officer to 

death in a botched robbery 

attempt and was given a 

very lengthy sentence.
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Gena Lawson was involved in a stabbing outside a high school in Pensacola, 

Florida. She was bullied at school by two girls and retaliated against them 

one day in self-defense. She was convicted of homicide, sentenced to twenty 

years in prison, and is now serving her sentence in Lowell, Florida. In 2000, 

while incarcerated, Gena was diagnosed with the disease lupus, or SLE. She 

reflected, “It’s been a never-ending battle for my life ever since. I’ve experi-

enced much neglect and indifferent treatment from the Department of 

Corrections.” 

In 2003, she was let out on what is called “medical clemency.” This simply 

means she was sent home to die because she was not deemed to be a threat 

to society. Once she started to recover from her illness, however, she was 

returned to complete her prison term and, at that time, had thirteen more 

years to go. 

(above) Prison photo of Gena 

Lawson, who stabbed two 

sisters after school in Florida 

because they were threatening 

and bullying her. One 

survived, the other died.

(right) Gena Lawson suffered 

from lupus in prison and was 

released to die, only to recover 

and be sent back to serve her 

lengthy sentence.
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In describing his cell, he said, “It is seven by twelve feet, noticeably larger 

than most in the U.S. penal system but nonetheless a locked, concrete prison 

cell . . . there’s a toilet-sink combo but both the water output and the flush 

have timers to prevent overflowing, since some inmates get a kick out of 

flooding the tier. The mirror bolted to the wall can double as a marred cookie 

sheet. The door is solid steel, no classic bars.” 

Todd’s advice to today’s teens who may think serving time behind bars 

is glamorous and cool rings a loud warning: 

Prison is not a ghetto hotel. Depending on your sentence and behavior, 

which determines your housing and privileges, prison is a Vietnam or a 

strait jacket. What I mean is you’ll either live day to day surrounded by 

potential ambushes and booby traps, or you’ll live day to day locked into one 

room left to your own devices. It’s only cool and fun when sleeping if you 

are granted a dream. Whether you are strong and tough, or weak and skinny, 

you will have to deal with a homosexual encounter. Your day will eventually 

come, and if you are not tough, you will be made into a bitch.

(AP Photo / Steve Miller)

A typical prison cell on death row at Northern Correctional Institution in Somers, Connecticut. 

This is the kind of cell Todd Rizzo resides in.
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Many offenders serving life sentences have a hope or dream that their 

case will be overturned, and they will one day have a chance at freedom. 

Sadly, this is wishful thinking for most. Yet there are those who have come 

to terms with their fate—the fact that they will die in prison. 

Not many inmates who are locked up in prison want to admit that they 

have been raped or sexually violated. A few men, however, have been honest 

with me. One of these guys is Joseph Willey, who, at the age of sixteen, stabbed 

a friend to death in Polk County, Florida. Sentenced to life at the same age, 

Joseph was shipped off to an adult prison and had to fight to survive against 

seasoned, adult prisoners. When I asked Joseph if he was ever molested grow-

ing up, he told me, “I was never molested as a child, but as an adult . . . when 

I first entered prison at the age of sixteen.”

When I asked him what he thought about young people who think 

prison is cool because of the hype created from the media and the hip-hop 

community, he responded, “I think any kid who thinks prison is cool and 

wouldn’t mind going there is a very unintelligent individual, and should be 

(above) Prison photo of 

Tennessee school shooter Jamie 

Rouse, who shot and killed a 

teacher and a student in 

Lynnville, Tennessee.

(right) Phil visiting Tennessee 

school shooter Jamie Rouse. 

Rouse was inspired by violent 

music and the violent movie 

Natural Born Killers.
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Gena Lawson was involved in a stabbing outside a high school in Pensacola, 

Florida. She was bullied at school by two girls and retaliated against them 

one day in self-defense. She was convicted of homicide, sentenced to twenty 

years in prison, and is now serving her sentence in Lowell, Florida. In 2000, 

while incarcerated, Gena was diagnosed with the disease lupus, or SLE. She 

reflected, “It’s been a never-ending battle for my life ever since. I’ve experi-

enced much neglect and indifferent treatment from the Department of 

Corrections.” 

In 2003, she was let out on what is called “medical clemency.” This simply 

means she was sent home to die because she was not deemed to be a threat 

to society. Once she started to recover from her illness, however, she was 

returned to complete her prison term and, at that time, had thirteen more 

years to go. 

(above) Prison photo of Gena 

Lawson, who stabbed two 

sisters after school in Florida 

because they were threatening 

and bullying her. One 

survived, the other died.

(right) Gena Lawson suffered 

from lupus in prison and was 

released to die, only to recover 

and be sent back to serve her 

lengthy sentence.
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Teens and the Triangle:  
A Look at the Homicidal 

Triad

I found a dog and cut it open just to see what the insides 

looked like, and for some reason I thought it would be a fun 

prank to stick the head on a stake and set it out in the woods.

—Jeffrey Dahmer,  
serial killer, on the beginning of his animal abuse

Luke Woodham wrote in his personal journals: “On Saturday of last week, I 

made my first kill . . . The victim was a loved one. My dear dog Sparkle . . . 

I’ll never forget the sound of her breaking under my might. I hit her so hard 

I knocked the fur off her neck . . . It was true beauty.”1

As an impressionable child tightly gripped in the influential clutch of 

Satanist Grant Boyette, Luke obviously cared about what his “friend” 

thought—what or who Grant liked or didn’t like. Well, Grant didn’t like 

Luke’s shih tzu–mix dog, Sparkle. The pet seemed too eager, too demanding, 

too pitiful. Anytime she noticed someone with food, she would—as most 

dogs do—excitedly jump up and down, ferociously wag her tail, and beg for 

some crumbs with her big, desperate eyes. It made Grant’s skin crawl, so 

something needed to be done about it.

Grant initially responded to Sparkle’s pleas for snacks by repeatedly kick-

ing “the stupid b—.” Finally, he suggested that Luke engage in the fun. As 

Grant’s loyal and obedient sidekick, Luke submitted to his own perverse 

instincts. During a two-week period, the pair unrelentingly hit the dog with 
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1988 through 1990. Shawcross had a very cruel 

and awful upbringing. This persistent bed-wetter 

allegedly was molested by an aunt, sodomized 

with a broom handle by his mother, and raped 

while in grade school. 

Though relatively unknown, Shawcross com-

mitted some of the most unspeakable crimes 

against corpses and farm animals. In an interview, 

Shawcross recounted the murder of a family friend 

and said, “I was one sick person.”5 Showercross has 

since died in prison from natural causes.

Alton Coleman wet his pants so much that his 

friends nicknamed him “Pissy.” In 1984, he went 

on a six-state killing spree and murdered eight 

people ranging in ages from seven to seventy-

seven. Coleman’s methods of murder included shooting, stabbing, and 

strangulation. He committed other crimes, including rape and armed rob-

bery. He was executed in 2002.

Sixteen-year-old Joseph Willey, while drunk, participated in homosexual sex 

with a friend. Humiliated by the situation when he regained sobriety, he 

decided the only thing that would make him feel right was to kill his friend. 

Joseph revealed some specifics of the crime to me: “I came up behind Eddie 

and stabbed him in the back, he jumped up and turned around, and when 

he did, I stabbed him again in the stomach. We both fell and I held him down 

until he stopped moving . . . I actually felt satisfaction, like this was the 

answer to all of my problems and anger. I actually felt more alive than ever.”

Joseph told me, “I did wet the bed growing up until I was about twelve.” 

He also said that he “was always game for hurting others” and was about ten 

years old when he thought about burning down his house while his family 

was inside.

Serial killer Arthur “the 

Genesee River Killer” 

Shawcross was a cannibal killer 

who murdered a total of 

thirteen people including 

prostitutes, friends, and 

children. Growing up, he wet 

his bed late in life and allegedly 

was molested by his mother.
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were the reasons for his crime spree, but there were signs of trouble ahead 

when he was a youngster. He used to hide in dark closets or under a bed 

for hours when he was a small child. He also participated in a large 

amount of vandalism, which included arson. And he had an early fascina-

tion with the occult. The murders occurred when he was involved in a devil-

worshipping group in New York. He also told me there were no dogs 

speaking to him, but instead that was a story made up by his legal team. The 

“Sam” in the “Son of Sam” he told police about was “Samhain,” the god of 

the Druids, who demanded human sacrifices. 

I was at one time a devil worshipper. I made the mistake of getting involved 

with a group of people who were into witchcraft. I also had a hard time 

growing up, and for whatever reason, I was not truly able to open up to my 

adoptive parents. I was unable to express my anger and other emotions in 

constructive ways. I was fascinated with movies and stories with occult 

themes, and I read the Satanic Bible. Since I was a child I had a craving for 

darkness. I have no interest in these things anymore. I have been a Christian 

now for 29 years, and my life changed for good in 1987.

Since his conviction and while in prison, 

Berkowitz has become a born-again Christian 

and changed his grisly nickname to “Son of 

Hope.” He has accepted the fact that he will spend 

the rest of his days behind bars. Now Berkowitz 

spends his time studying the Bible and helping 

other inmates deal with physical challenges.

Another serial killer, Carlton Gary, burned down 

a grocery store as a teenager. Known as the 

“Stocking Strangler,” Gary killed older, white 

women, at least eight in total during the 1970s. 

He was convicted of three of these murders and sentenced to death in a 

Georgia prison. Gary, known for his charm, was so slick that he even dated 

a deputy sheriff while he was selling drugs and murdering women. 

Prison photo of former serial 

killer turned born-again 

Christian David “Son of Sam” 

Berkowitz.
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I thought it would be a fun prank to stick the head on a stake and set it out 

in the woods.”13

British killer Dennis Nilson hanged a cat to see how long it would take to die. 

Serial killer Carroll Cole, also known as the “Barfly Strangler,” used to choke 

the family dog unconscious. Murderers such as serial killer Peter Kurten 

regularly raped and killed animals. Albert Desalvo, “the Boston Strangler,” 

trapped animals and shot them with a bow and arrow. 

Joseph Aulisio, from Old Forge, Pennsylvania, was known around his com-

munity to abuse animals. In 1981, fifteen-year-old Joseph shot and killed 

two neighborhood children, ages four and eight, with a 12-gauge shotgun. 

He dumped their bodies in an abandoned mining pit. In the courtroom, 

when he was convicted at the end of his trial, Joseph turned to his family, 

raised a clenched fist, and advised it was “party time.”14

Luis Ramon was another fifteen-year-old boy 

who participated in animal torture. This Tennessee 

young man killed his aunt with a butcher knife 

while wearing a hockey mask, a similar prop used 

by the main character Jason in Friday the 13th. In 

prison Luis said that he thought his mission on 

earth was to be a serial killer and he therefore 

made a commitment to kill as many people as he 

possibly could. He told me that he “set fires and 

killed animals growing up.” 

Jim Hardy and Pete Roland were two teenagers 

who took part in the murder of a nineteen-year-

old man in Missouri. They beat him to death 

with baseball bats, and when the barely alive 

Luis Ramon stalked and 

killed his aunt wearing a 

Freddy hockey mask like his 

favorite character from the 

movie Friday the 13th. 

Ramon told me that he set 

fires and killed animals 

growing up.
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Dahmer Rides the School 
Bus: The Early Years of 

Serial Killers

Doing doubles is far more difficult than doing singles,  

but on the other hand it also puts one in a position  

to have twice as much fun.1

—Gerard John Schaefer,  
serial killer, talking about killing two teen girls at one time

In the thousands of conversations I have had throughout the years on the 

subject of teen killers, I am frequently asked about serial killers. It’s obvi-

ously a fascinating topic for many. 

A serial killer is a person who kills two or more people, with a cooling-

off period in between the homicides. The murders are usually carried out 

in the same fashion, and there are generally similar characteristics shared 

among the victims. Many times there is a sexual element to the crime. Most 

historians and crime buffs agree that Jack the Ripper was the first serial 

killer in our modern era, while the first known serial killer in America was 

probably H. H. Holmes, who confessed to twenty-seven murders in the 

1890s near the Chicago area. 

In my studies of serial killers in their early childhood and teen years, I have 

found some common threads. For starters, most serial killers (approximately 

90 percent of them) are white males. Many have high IQs but did not perform 

academically well in school. They come from highly unstable families, were 

abandoned by one or both parents, and grew up in an environment where 
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how he would go about the murders. In one of 

his crimes, Rolling decapitated a young woman 

and placed her head on a shelf for the police to 

find when they arrived. He was also notorious 

for posing his victims postmortem in an attempt 

to shock whoever found the bodies. 

Rolling had been mentally, physically, and 

emotionally abused by his father, who was a 

police officer and who had also abused Rolling’s 

mother and his younger brother. Professionals 

testified at his murder trial that because of the 

tremendous amount of abuse Rolling endured 

during childhood, he functioned as an adult at 

the maturity level of a fifteen-year-old. He was 

locked up several times as a teen and a young 

adult for robberies he committed in Georgia. 

When he fled to Florida, he erupted into a serial 

killer and murdered college students in the town of Gainesville, Florida. 

I corresponded with Rolling before his execution and found him to be an 

incredibly sad and depressed man. He was executed on October 26, 2006.

Necrophilia: 
Having Sex with Dead victims

Obviously, some will claim that when you commit necrophilia, you must be 

mentally ill. In my opinion, whether mental illness is present or not, it is a 

true sign of serial-killing behavior. When teens take part in this type of 

crime, it usually indicates a serial killer in the making. 

In 1979, seventeen-year-old Jay Kelly Pinkerton from Texas killed his neigh-

bor, a mother of three, by stabbing her thirty times and slitting her throat. 

He then had sexual intercourse with her body. Jay was caught, convicted, 

and sentenced to death. He was also convicted of another sexual murder in 

One of the last prison photos 

of serial killer Danny “the 

Gainesville Ripper” Rolling, 

who sent me a few letters and 

a few drawings shortly before 

his execution. Rolling 

murdered young college coeds, 

and sometimes decapitated 

and staged their dead bodies.
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Columbine, Munich-Style:  
Teen Killers internationally

One day, I want everyone to know my name  

and I want to be famous.

—Robert Steinhaeuser,  
“the Erfurt Terminator,” 

German school shooter, as told to a classmate

If you are an American and were asked to name the most deadly high school 

shooting, you would probably think of the 1999 Columbine massacre that 

killed twelve students and a teacher and wounded twenty-four others. I’m 

sure many of you would also be reminded of the 2007 Virginia Tech tragedy 

that left thirty-two people dead. But did you know that the deadliest high 

school shooting happened in Germany? 

Youth violence is more than just an American problem; it is an inter-

national epidemic. Murders carried out by the hands of young people 

regularly occur in many countries, even in those nations that have tight 

gun control laws or even ban guns completely. When teenagers are intent 

on killing, they will use whatever legal or illegal weapons they can get their 

hands on.

As you read the stories in this chapter, focus your attention on the type of 

weapon used in the crimes. Not all of them are guns. While some people 

advocate tougher gun control laws—including controversial celebrities like 

Rosie O’Donnell and Michael Moore—and strongly suggest that guns are the 

main reason teenagers are turning into killers, it is not necessarily the case. 
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twenty minutes when the Erfurt Terminator killed himself after being locked 

in a classroom by a heroic teacher. 

Most of the victims were killed by 

shots to the head. Investigators sug-

gested that his targets were intended 

to be only teachers or other authority 

figures. Robert chased one particular 

teacher, who had tried to escape, out 

to her car. When she tripped, he fired 

three shots to her head. The woman 

died instantly.

Robert lived in a comfortable, 

middle-class home with his grand-

parents and his mother. He was a big 

fan of guns and had a license to own 

and use them. In high school, Robert 

created a disturbing film. The plot 

detailed a main character who took 

revenge on a gang for killing his girl-

friend. Each gang member was killed 

execution-style with a gunshot to the 

head. The story concluded with the 

suicide of the gunman. Sounds almost exactly like what Robert did, doesn’t it? 

The sad truth is that while students and teachers knew about this violent 

work, nobody talked to Robert about it to see if there was more to it than just 

an active imagination. 

Investigators revealed that most of Robert’s entertainment choices were 

laden with violence. He was a fan of violent computer games like Counter 

Strike, a first-person shooter game, and the death metal music group Slipknot. 

Robert also regularly read violent comic books and watched horror movies. 

Police officers found numerous articles on his computer about the Columbine 

killings. Perhaps he found his inspiration in American teen killers Eric 

Harris and Dylan Klebold. The shooting occurred six days after the third 

anniversary of the Columbine attacks.

Before the murders, Robert had taken the German equivalent of the 

(AP Photo / THUERINGER ALLGEMEINE)

Robert Steinhaeuser killed seventeen people, 

including himself, in the deadliest school 

shooting in recent world history. The shooting 

took place in Erfurt, Germany, in 2002.
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Raising a Killer  
in Ten Easy Steps

It’s easy now to see the signs: how a video-game joystick turned 

[Eric] Harris into a better marksman . . . How [Dylan] Klebold’s 

violent essays for English class were like skywriting his intent. If 

only the parents had looked in the middle drawer of Harris’ 

desk, they would have found the four windup clocks that he 

later used as timing devices. Check the duffel bag in the closet; 

the pipe bombs are inside . . . The problem is that until April 20, 

nobody was looking. And Harris and Klebold knew it.

—Nancy Gibbs and Timothy Roche, 
“The Columbine Tapes,” Time, December 12, 1999

American psychologist and television personality Dr. Phil had this to say 

about the problematic mind-set of today’s parents: “They’re [parents] intimi-

dated. Life is moving so fast and there’s so much competition for influencing 

their children that they’re a little taken aback by it. Parents aren’t the only 

influence in their kids’ lives, so they need to be the best, the loudest, the clear-

est and the closest.”1

It would be easy to tell you what not to do to avoid raising a violent child 

or would-be criminal or murderer. Instead I decided to reverse the approach 

and advise on what you should do if you want your son or daughter to grow 

up to be a teen killer. I understand there is no humor in homicide, but my 

aim is for you to see reality through absurdity and to realize that making the 

right (or wrong) choices in parenthood do make a difference. If you are not 
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•	 Not	participating	in	any	structured	activity	like	sports,	volunteer	

work, or youth group

Drawing of a person shooting a soccer player by Pearl, Mississippi, school shooter Luke 

Woodham. This is what we call a warning sign.
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(above) The aftermath of the Cold 
Spring, Minnesota, school shooting 
committed by John Jason McLaughlin 
that left two students dead.

(right) High School wrestling photo of 
Louis Hamlin, who killed a 12-year-old 
girl when he was only fifteen-years-old.
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(AP Photo / Missouri Department of Corrections)

Missouri death row inmate Christopher Simmons, who bound and duct taped 
an elderly female and threw her over a bridge in Missouri. The elderly victim 
drowned in the river below.

The bridge from which Christopher Simmons threw his victim.
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(above)  Photo of Paducah, 
Kentucky, school shooter 
Michael Carneal heading into 
court. Carneal shot into a 
prayer circle at his high school, 
killing three and wounding five. 
Carneal was an avid fan of 
violent video games.

(right) Prison photo of 
Paducah, Kentucky, school 
shooter Michael Carneal as he 
looks today. 
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(Photo used with permission from The Register-Guard.)

Ryan Atteberry, the first shooting victim of Springfield, Oregon, 
school shooter Kip Kinkel. Ryan was shot once in the face, but 
survived.

The class photo of Keith 
Johnson, taken moments 
before he killed another 
student in his school with 
a handgun. The other 
students had been bullying 
and threatening Johnson 
for weeks both at school 
and away from school. 

02-Inside the Mind insert.indd   4 2/25/09   2:27:26 PM



(Photo used with permission from The Register-Guard.)

Ryan Atteberry, the first shooting victim of Springfield, Oregon, 
school shooter Kip Kinkel. Ryan was shot once in the face, but 
survived.

The class photo of Keith 
Johnson, taken moments 
before he killed another 
student in his school with 
a handgun. The other 
students had been bullying 
and threatening Johnson 
for weeks both at school 
and away from school. 

02-Inside the Mind insert.indd   4 2/25/09   2:27:26 PM



(above)  Kip Kinkel is  
led into Marion County 
Courthouse in Salem, Oregon, 
on June 20, 2007.

(right) Springfield, Oregon, 
school shooter Kip Kinkel’s 
home, where he separately 
murdered his parents as they 
arrived home from work.

(AP Photo / Don Ryan)
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Edward O’Brien Jr., stands  
handcuffed in Somerville District 
Court on August 28, 1995, during  
a bail hearing.

(AP Photo / Patrick Whittemore, Pool)

(AP Photo / Elaine Thompson)

Moses Lake, Washington, 
school shooter Barry Loukaitis 
at a bail hearing. He was 
convicted of shooting four 
students and killing three at 
the age of 14. Barry was 
constantly bullied at school, 
and one of his murder victims 
was a teacher.

02-Inside the Mind insert.indd   6 2/25/09   2:27:33 PM



Edward O’Brien Jr., stands  
handcuffed in Somerville District 
Court on August 28, 1995, during  
a bail hearing.

(AP Photo / Patrick Whittemore, Pool)

(AP Photo / Elaine Thompson)

Moses Lake, Washington, 
school shooter Barry Loukaitis 
at a bail hearing. He was 
convicted of shooting four 
students and killing three at 
the age of 14. Barry was 
constantly bullied at school, 
and one of his murder victims 
was a teacher.

02-Inside the Mind insert.indd   6 2/25/09   2:27:33 PM



(AP Photo / Charles Bennett)

Serial killer Jeffrey Dahmer makes his first courtroom appearance in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. Dahmer began his killing spree in Bath, Ohio, as a teenager. When 
Dahmer was arrested, they found body parts of eleven men in his apartment.

(AP Photo / HO)

Columbine mass murderers Dylan Klebold and Eric Harris filming a school 
project in which they gun down fellow students at school. It’s surprising that a 
violent project like this caused no concern with the police or school leaders, 
although this is one of the top predictors for future violence.
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(left) An example of a death row 
prison yard, this one located at San 
Quentin in California. This is the 
type of exercise cage that murderer 
Todd Rizzo gets to exercise in a few 
times per week. 

(below) A group of inmates at 
Mississippi State Penitentiary are 
honored for graduating from Bible 
Seminary. Included in the class is 
teen killer Ben Darras, seated in the 
front row, second from left. Darras 
and his girlfriend Sarah 
Edmondson went on a multi-state 
crime spree that left one dead and 
another paralyzed.

(AP Photo / Eric Risberg, POOL)
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Phil Chalmers Recommends

Teen Crime Books

Babyface Killers, by Clifford Linedecker (St. Martin’s Paperbacks, 

1999). Includes a list of school shooters, as well as stories on sev-

eral famous cases.

Child’s Prey, by Jon Bellini (Pinnacle Books, 2001). In-depth story of 

Luke Woodham, the Pearl, Mississippi, school shooter.

Death of Innocence, by Peter Meyer (Berkeley, 1985). The story of the 

abduction and murder by teen killers Lois Hamlin and Jamie 

Savage in Vermont.

Die, Grandpa Die, by Dale Hudson (Pinnacle, 2006). The story of teen 

killer Christopher Pittman.

If You Really Loved Me, by Kevin McMurray (St. Martins, 2006). The 

story of teen killers Holly Harvey and Sandra Ketchum.

The Kids Next Door, by Gregory Morris (Morrow, 1985). An older 

book about teens killing their parents.

Kids Who Kill, by Charles Patrick Ewing (Avon Books, 1990). Numerous 

stories broken down into the different types of murder. 

Killer Kids, by Don Lasseter (Pinnacle Books, 1998). Almost five 

hundred pages of stories of teen killers.

Killer Kids, by Clifford Linedecker (New York: New York, 1993). Good 

book discussing ten cases of teenagers who murdered their parents. 

Murdered Innocents, by Corey Mitchell (Pinnacle, 2005). A book 

about the Yogurt Shop Murders in Austin, Texas.

Rattlesnake Romeo, by Joy Wellman (Pinnacle, 2005). The story of 

teen killers Adam Davis, Valessa Robinson, and Jon Whispel.
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Savage Spawn, by Jonathan Kellerman (New York: Library of 

Contemporary Thought, Ballantine Publishing Group, 1999). 

This book explores the psychology behind kids who kill.

Sole Survivor: Children Who Murder Their Families, by Elliott Leyton 

(Seal Books, 1990). Covers only about five stories. Same author 

who wrote book Hunting Humans.

Someone Has to Die Tonight, by Jim Greenhill (Pinnacle, 2006). The 

story of the killing of a music teacher in Florida by four students.

Stop Teaching Our Kids to Kill, by Lt. Col. Dave Grossman and 

Gloria DeGaetano (Crown, 1999). Killing expert Dave Grossman 

talks about the connection between media violence and real-life 

violence.

Such Good Boys, by Tina Dirmann (St. Martins, 2005). The story of 

the Sopranos murder executed by Jason Bautista.

Teenage Rampage, by Antonio Mendoza (Virgin Books, 2002). 

Explores about sixteen cases of teen murder.

When Good Kids Kill, by Michael D. Kelleher (Praeger Publishers, 

1998). Shocking, in-depth stories of “good kids” who kill.

Serial Killer Books

The Anatomy of Motive, by John Douglas (Pocket Books, 1999). 

Douglas explores the motive behind murder. Anything written by 

this guy is always fascinating.

I Have Lived in the Monster, by Robert Ressler (Thomas Dunne Books, 

1997). My favorite book by a former-FBI criminal profiler.

Killing for Sport, by Pat Brown (New Millennium Press, 2003). The 

best book about serial killers I have ever read. Very informative 

and a must-have.

Mind Hunter, by John Douglas (Pocket Books, 1995). One of 

Douglas’s first books and one of his best. Douglas is another for-

mer FBI criminal profiler.

00-01-Inside the Mind Final pass.indd   204 2/25/09   2:34:40 PM



inside the mind of  a teen killer

204

Savage Spawn, by Jonathan Kellerman (New York: Library of 

Contemporary Thought, Ballantine Publishing Group, 1999). 

This book explores the psychology behind kids who kill.

Sole Survivor: Children Who Murder Their Families, by Elliott Leyton 

(Seal Books, 1990). Covers only about five stories. Same author 

who wrote book Hunting Humans.

Someone Has to Die Tonight, by Jim Greenhill (Pinnacle, 2006). The 

story of the killing of a music teacher in Florida by four students.

Stop Teaching Our Kids to Kill, by Lt. Col. Dave Grossman and 

Gloria DeGaetano (Crown, 1999). Killing expert Dave Grossman 

talks about the connection between media violence and real-life 

violence.

Such Good Boys, by Tina Dirmann (St. Martins, 2005). The story of 

the Sopranos murder executed by Jason Bautista.

Teenage Rampage, by Antonio Mendoza (Virgin Books, 2002). 

Explores about sixteen cases of teen murder.

When Good Kids Kill, by Michael D. Kelleher (Praeger Publishers, 

1998). Shocking, in-depth stories of “good kids” who kill.

Serial Killer Books

The Anatomy of Motive, by John Douglas (Pocket Books, 1999). 

Douglas explores the motive behind murder. Anything written by 

this guy is always fascinating.

I Have Lived in the Monster, by Robert Ressler (Thomas Dunne Books, 

1997). My favorite book by a former-FBI criminal profiler.

Killing for Sport, by Pat Brown (New Millennium Press, 2003). The 

best book about serial killers I have ever read. Very informative 

and a must-have.

Mind Hunter, by John Douglas (Pocket Books, 1995). One of 

Douglas’s first books and one of his best. Douglas is another for-

mer FBI criminal profiler.

00-01-Inside the Mind Final pass.indd   204 2/25/09   2:34:40 PM



205

phil chalmers recommends

The Serial Killer Files, by Harold Schechter (New York: Ballantine 

Books, 2003). Awesome history of serial killing, including infor-

mation and details about the crimes and the motives and reason-

ings behind them. If you are trying to research serial killing, this 

one is for you.

The Unknown Darkness, by Gregg McCrary (William Morrow, 2003). 

Another former FBI criminal profiler delves into the world of 

serial killing. 

Whoever Fights Monsters, by Robert Ressler (New York: St. Martins, 

1992). Profiles of serial killers.

Web Sites

Bullying

www.bullyfree.com - Help with bullying in your school or community

www.nobully.org - A detailed examination of bullying

Drug Use

www.FreeVibe.com - Facts on teen drug use

www.cadca.org - Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America

www.Drugstrategies.org - Non-profit group fighting the drug problem 

in America

www.theantidrug.com - Great site for parents on talking to kids 

about drugs

www.ncadd.org - The National Council on Alcoholism and Drug 

Dependence

www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov - Good facts and reports from the 

government

www.inhalants.org - Information and prevention of inhalants abuse 

www.drugfree.org - Great information on drug use and effects

www.teeninstitute.org - Organization that teaches teens to resist 

drug use

www.kidshealth.org - Good health information for kids that is easy 

to understand
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Media Discernment

www.PluggedInOnline.com - Music, movie, television, and video game 

reviews

www.ScreenIt.com - Movie review site

www.fradical.com - great Canadian Web site connecting media violence 

with murder

www.FamilyMediaGuide.com - Movie, television, and video game 

reviews

www.TheTVBoss.org - Ratings and the V-chip for television control

www.TVTurnoff.org - Information about dangers of mass consump-

tion of television 

www.Parentalguide.org - Parent media guide

www.MediaFamily.org - Video game reviews and more

Porn Addiction

www.xxxchurch.com - Porn filters and help for porn addiction

www.PureLifeMinistries.org - Outreach for those struggling with porn 

addition

Serial Killers

www.crimefan.com - Details on serial, spree, and teen killers

www.allserialkillers.com - Details and info on serial killers

Sexual Abuse

www.StopOffending.com - Assessment and treatment for sexual abuse 

and deviance

Suicide

www.jasonfoundation.com - Help and information on suicide

Teen Crime 

www.PhilChalmers.com - My Web site 

www.CrimeLibrary.com - The most comprehensive Web site on murder 

and crime
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www.crimenews2000.com - Crime news ticker with headlines across 

the world

www.LeopoldandLoeb.com - Interesting site about the first teen thrill 

killers

www.KariSable.com - Great crime site that details hundreds of stories 

and crimes

www.ncjrs.org - National Criminal Justice Reference Service

www.crime-free.org - Crime Free America

www.senate.gov - United States Senate

www.aclu.org - American Civil Liberties Union

www.ojp.usdoj.gov - United States Department of Justice

www.apa.org - American Psychological Association

www.ncpa.org - National Center for Policy Analysis

www.pbs.org - PBS Online

www.kanzafoundation.org - Juvenile Crime and Justice Research in 

Kansas

www.broadway.vera.org -Vera Institute of Justice

www.iir.com - The Institute for Inter-Government Research

www.rand.org - The RAND Corporation

www.ViolentKids.com - Forensic psychologist Dr. Helen Smith

www.SafeYouth.org - Working to help keep our kids safe

www.CrimeNews.info - Information and updates on crime stories

For additional resources and information, visit

www.PhilChalmers.com.
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The Longest List  
of Teen Killers Ever Printed

Here is what might possibly be the longest list ever published of teen killers. 

It is organized by the year of the killer’s crime. I have personally interviewed 

and corresponded with many of the men and women featured in this section. 

To get the full details of the crimes listed below, and much more, see Phil’s 

book, The Encyclopedia of Teen Killers, available at PhilChalmers.com.

1786—Hannah Ocuish

1872—Jesse Harding Pomeroy

May 24, 1924—Nathan Leopold and Richard Loeb

March 24, 1944—George Stinney

March 1951—Henry Lucas

January 21, 1958—Charles Starkweather

October 1960—Raymond Eugene Brown

August 1963—Edmund Kemper III

December 1968—Mary Bell and Norma Bell

1968—Jerry Lee Bellamy

December 30, 1974—Anthony Barbaro

May 4, 1976—Patricia Ann Columbo

October 1977—Terry Roach and Ronnie Mahaffey

February 22, 1978—Roger Needham

March 19, 1978—Willie Bosket

June 1978—Jeffrey Dahmer

January 29, 1979—Brenda Spencer

March 1, 1979—Kevin Hughes 

October 26, 1979—Jay Kelly Pinkerton
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March 20, 1980—Doil Edward Lane

August 28, 1980—Teresa Bickerstaff 

September 3, 1980—Janice Buttrum 

January 7, 1981—Kevin Stanford 

February 5, 1981—Frederick Lynn and Garret Strong 

May 1981—Jamie Savage and Louis Hamlin 

July 26, 1981—Joseph Aulisio

October 31, 1981—Johnny Frank Garrett

November 3, 1981—Anthony Jacques Broussard 

March 19, 1982—Patrick Lizotte

September 5, 1982—Gary Brown, Paul Everson, and Shane Kennedy 

November 16, 1982—Richard Jahnke Jr.

January 23, 1983—William Wayne Thompson

January 28, 1983—James Earl Slaughter

January 1983—Jerry Ball 

April 2, 1983—Marko Bey

June 14, 1983—Cindy Collier and Shirley Wolf

August 18, 1983—Ross Michael Carlson

August 27, 1983—Jory Kidwell

October 1983—Matthew Rosenberg

1983—Ronald Lampasi 

January 17, 1984—Larry Swartz

March, 1984—Robert Lee Moody 

April 2, 1984—Michael Smalley

June 15, 1984—Richard Kasso 

September 8, 1984—Patrick DeGelleke

October 13, 1984—Torran Lee Meier

1984—Pamela Knuckles
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1984—Stephen Hugueley

1984—Dale Whipple

January 4, 1985—Joseph Willey

January 15, 1985—John Morris, Alton Smith, Christopher Caldwell, and Eric 

Anderson

January 21, 1985—James Alan Kearbey

April 12, 1985—Ronald Ward

April 30, 1985—Dennis Ryan

April 1985—Britt Kellum

May 7, 1985—James McClure

May 26, 1985—Cayce Moore, Scott Davis, and Chris White

June 28, 1985—Robert Rosenkrantz

September 8, 1985—Sean Sellers

September 16, 1985—John Justice

October 1, 1985—Karen Severson and Laura Doyle

November 12, 1985—Shawn Milne

November 1985—David Ventiquattro 

1985—Charles Rumbaugh

January 17, 1986—Louis Conner

January 21, 1986—James Alan Kearbey

February 2, 1986—Lloyd Gamble

February 5, 1986—Sean Pica and Cheryl Pierson

February 14, 1986—Robert Ward

February 17, 1986—Heidi Gasparovich and Matthew Gasparovich Jr. 

February 27, 1986—Percy Lee 

April 26, 1986—Ginger Turnmire 

May 6, 1986—Charles Lorraine

August 31, 1986—Richard Cooey, Kenneth Horonetz, and Clint Dickens

00-01-Inside the Mind Final pass.indd   211 2/25/09   2:34:40 PM



211

the longest list of  teen killers ever printed

1984—Stephen Hugueley

1984—Dale Whipple

January 4, 1985—Joseph Willey

January 15, 1985—John Morris, Alton Smith, Christopher Caldwell, and Eric 

Anderson

January 21, 1985—James Alan Kearbey

April 12, 1985—Ronald Ward

April 30, 1985—Dennis Ryan

April 1985—Britt Kellum

May 7, 1985—James McClure

May 26, 1985—Cayce Moore, Scott Davis, and Chris White

June 28, 1985—Robert Rosenkrantz

September 8, 1985—Sean Sellers

September 16, 1985—John Justice

October 1, 1985—Karen Severson and Laura Doyle

November 12, 1985—Shawn Milne

November 1985—David Ventiquattro 

1985—Charles Rumbaugh

January 17, 1986—Louis Conner

January 21, 1986—James Alan Kearbey

February 2, 1986—Lloyd Gamble

February 5, 1986—Sean Pica and Cheryl Pierson

February 14, 1986—Robert Ward

February 17, 1986—Heidi Gasparovich and Matthew Gasparovich Jr. 

February 27, 1986—Percy Lee 

April 26, 1986—Ginger Turnmire 

May 6, 1986—Charles Lorraine

August 31, 1986—Richard Cooey, Kenneth Horonetz, and Clint Dickens

00-01-Inside the Mind Final pass.indd   211 2/25/09   2:34:40 PM



212

the longest list of  teen killers ever printed

September 20, 1986—William Owens

September 29, 1986—Sandy Shaw and Troy Kell

November 20, 1986—Rod Matthews

November 21, 1986—Austin Addison

December 4, 1986—Kristofer Hans

December 13, 1986—Wyley Gates

December 19, 1986—John Lester, Scott Kern, and Jason Ladone

January 1, 1987—Sean Stevenson

January 1987—Kristin Rice, Tamara Liggins, and Wayne Mialki 

February 11, 1987—Tim Masters 

February 24, 1987—Milton Jones and Theodore Simmons 

March 2, 1987—Nathan Faris

March 22, 1987—Tim Erickson

May 25, 1987—Andrea “Cookie” Williams and Mario Garcia 

April 25, 1987–August 15, 1987—Clinton Bankston Jr.

May 1987—Paula Cooper

June 1987—Craig Price

July 1987—Michael Boettlin Jr. 

July 14, 1987—Timothy Cargle

August 5, 1987—Dennis Coleman

September 20, 1987—Michael Smalley

October 6, 1987—Alonzo Williams 

October 12, 1987—Timothy Scott Sherman

November 5, 1987—Jimmy Iriel and Robert Mcilvain

December 1, 1987—Daniel LaPlante

December 6, 1987—Jim Hardy, Pete Roland, and Ron Clements 

December 1987—Scott McKee and Dean McKee 

January 15, 1988—Matthew Schrom and Anthony Holtorff
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January 1988—Leslie Torres 

February 8, 1988—Robert Demeritt and Jayson Moore

February 11, 1988—Jason Hartess

February 18, 1988—David Brom 

April 19, 1988—Kenny Houseknecht

March 27, 1988—Derek Christopher Lincoln and Richard Greenway 

June 25, 1988—William Shrubsall

September 26, 1988—James Wilson 

October 12, 1988—Jon Cantero

October 18, 1988—Brian Houchin, Joseph Hallock, and Larry Allen 

October 24, 1988—Mark Branch

November 8, 1988—Kenneth Kovzelove and Dennis Bencivenga 

November 8, 1988—Marsha Urevich and Nicole Eisel

November 28, 1988—Daniel Yarbrough 

December 6, 1988—Eugene Turley 

December 16, 1988—Nicholas Elliott 

1988—Timothy Scott Sherman 

January 31, 1989—Anthony Pilato and Isaac Hill 

March 13, 1989—Arva Betts 

March 21, 1989—Brian Britton 

March 23, 1989—Curtis Cooper 

June 16, 1989—Steven Porell 

July 12, 1989—Mark Grimm

September 29, 1989—Shawn David Jackson 

February 28, 1990—David Leon Wilson

March 17, 1990—Billy Shane Willingham 

March 24, 1990—Phillip Negrete, Jammi Reimier, and Sam Archer 

July 21, 1990—Katherine Maria Telemachos
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July 27, 1990—Adriel Simpson

August 27, 1990—Curtis Collins

September 27, 1990—Christopher Carrion and Leigh Ann Zaepfel 

October 28, 1990—Steven Pigg, Curtis Burke, and Carl Purvis 

January 16, 1991—Jose Loza

March 4, 1991—Shawn Novak

May 28, 1991—Guillermo Bustos and Michael Loretto 

June 27, 1991—Roderick Davie 

August 6, 1991—Gavin Mandin 

August 31, 1991—Todd Davilla

September 4, 1991—April Leigh Barber

November 16, 1991—Johnnie “Ken” Register 

November 23, 1991—Taryn Lagrome

November 1991—Jason Kennedy 

December 6, 1991—Robert Springsteen IV 

1991—Amy Ellwood 

January 11, 1992—Toni Lawrence, Hope Rippey, Lauri Tackett, and Melinda 

Loveless 

January 23, 1992—Jermarco Hicks

January 26, 1992—Timothy Kane, Alvin Morton, and Bobby Garner 

February 24, 1992—Brian Tate 

March 12, 1992—Kristi Anne Koslow

April 10, 1992—Brian Arthur Tate

April 11, 1992—Ronald Ray Howard

June 10, 1992—Gregory Devon Gibson

September 2, 1992—Kenneth Laird

December 14, 1992—Wayne Lo

1992—Shannon Garrison, Melissa Garrison, and Allen Robert Goul 
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1992—Stephanie Wernick

January 18, 1993—Gary “Scott” Pennington 

January 30, 1993—Richard Henyard and Alfonza Smalls 

February 2, 1993—Shem S. McCoy

February 12, 1993—Robert Thompson and Jon Venables 

February 22, 1993—Robert Heard

May 5, 1993—Damien Wayne Echols, Jason Baldwin, and Jesse Lloyd Misskelley

May 6, 1993—James Phillip Bridson

May 24, 1993—Jason Michael Smith 

May 1993—Andy Merritt

May 1993—Mighty T. Howell and Danyelle T. Wiley 

June 14, 1993—Andrew DeYoung and David Haggerty

June 24, 1993—Sean Derrick O’Brien, Efrain Perez, Raul Villarreal, Peter Cantu, 

and Jose Medellin

June 1993—Victor Brancaccio

August 2, 1993—Eric Smith

August 1993—Shannon Musgraves 

September 5, 1993—Jose Ignacio Monterrubio

September 9, 1993—Christopher Simmons and Charlie Benjamin 

October 1993—Gerard McCra

December 27, 1993—Raymond Levi Cobb

January 23, 1994—Caryon Johnson, Kunta Sims, Steven Johnson, Sylvester Berry, 

and Calvin Smith

February 4, 1994—Michael Brown, Bernadette Setser, and Jeremy Rose

February 4, 1994—Ricardo Punsalan

February 22, 1994—Trace Duncan and Kenneth Loggins

February 23, 1994—Christopher Golly 

March 16, 1994—Sean Sword, Patrick Weatherwax, Gregorio Riojas, and Eugene 

Pickard Jr.
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January 18, 1993—Gary “Scott” Pennington 

January 30, 1993—Richard Henyard and Alfonza Smalls 

February 2, 1993—Shem S. McCoy

February 12, 1993—Robert Thompson and Jon Venables 

February 22, 1993—Robert Heard

May 5, 1993—Damien Wayne Echols, Jason Baldwin, and Jesse Lloyd Misskelley

May 6, 1993—James Phillip Bridson

May 24, 1993—Jason Michael Smith 

May 1993—Andy Merritt

May 1993—Mighty T. Howell and Danyelle T. Wiley 

June 14, 1993—Andrew DeYoung and David Haggerty

June 24, 1993—Sean Derrick O’Brien, Efrain Perez, Raul Villarreal, Peter Cantu, 

and Jose Medellin

June 1993—Victor Brancaccio

August 2, 1993—Eric Smith

August 1993—Shannon Musgraves 

September 5, 1993—Jose Ignacio Monterrubio

September 9, 1993—Christopher Simmons and Charlie Benjamin 

October 1993—Gerard McCra

December 27, 1993—Raymond Levi Cobb

January 23, 1994—Caryon Johnson, Kunta Sims, Steven Johnson, Sylvester Berry, 

and Calvin Smith

February 4, 1994—Michael Brown, Bernadette Setser, and Jeremy Rose

February 4, 1994—Ricardo Punsalan

February 22, 1994—Trace Duncan and Kenneth Loggins

February 23, 1994—Christopher Golly 

March 16, 1994—Sean Sword, Patrick Weatherwax, Gregorio Riojas, and Eugene 

Pickard Jr.
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April 10, 1994—Michael Haywood, Daniel Robago, Jason Brumwell, and Johl 

Brock

April 12, 1994—James Osmanson

May 26, 1994—Clay Shrout

August 19, 1994—Bobby Terrell Sheppard

September 21, 1994—Robert Alan Shields Jr. 

October 23, 1994—Stephen Virgil McGilberry 

October 30, 1994—Nathan Martinez

December 29, 1994—Gueneviere “Wendy” Gardner and James Evans

January 23, 1995—John Sirola

February 19, 1995—Jose Noey Martinez

February 27, 1995—Bryan Freeman, David Freeman, and Nelson “Ben” Birdwell

March 2, 1995—Jeffrey Howorth

March 5, 1995—Jason Lewis

March 7–8, 1995—Ben Darras and Sarah Edmondson

March 10, 1995—Nathan Joe Ramirez and Johnathan Grimshaw 

April 17, 1995—Jasen Shane Busby

July 22, 1995—Joseph Fiorella, Jacob Delashmutt, and Royce Casey

July 23, 1995—Edward O’Brien Jr.

August 29, 1995—Keith Johnson

August 1995—Nicholaus McDonald and Brian Bassett

September 30, 1995—Nathan Brooks

October 7, 1995—Raymond Aiolentuna

October 12, 1995—Toby Sincino

October 17, 1995—Brian Pruitt

November 10, 1995—Jeremy Bach 

November 15, 1995—Jamie Rouse 

December 4, 1995—David Graham and Diane Zamora 
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February 2, 1996—Joshua Jenkins

February 2, 1996—Barry Loukaitis

February 22, 1996—Danny Connolly

March 25, 1996—Joseph Stanley Burris, Jonathan Dean Moore, and Anthony Gene 

Rutherford

April 30, 1996—Kevin Foster, Derek Shields, Christopher Black, and Peter 

Magnotti

May 16, 1996—Jeremy Hernandez

May 24, 1996—Lecresha Murray

September 1996—Jennifer Lee Tombs

October 16, 1996—Gena Lawson

November 12, 1996—Amy Grossberg and Brian Perterson Jr. 

November 25, 1996—Rod Ferrell

December 2, 1996—David Dubose Jr. 

January 3, 1997—Alex Baranyi and David Anderson 

January 21, 1997—Michael Lewis

January 27, 1997—Tronneal Mangum

February 6, 1997—Robert Dingman and Jeffrey Dingman 

February 19, 1997—Evan Ramsey

March 22, 1997—Mark Antony Duke and Brandon Samra 

April 19, 1997—Thomas Koskovich and Jason Vreeland

April 21, 1997—Justin Fuller

May 22, 1997—Daphne Abdela and Christopher Vasquez

May 25, 1997—Jeremy Strohmeyer

June 6, 1997—Melissa Drexler

July 3, 1997—Jimmy Hernandez

September 23, 1997—Kevin Salvador Golphin and Tilmon Golphin

September 27, 1997—Sam Manzie
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September 29, 1997—Todd Rizzo

October 1, 1997—Luke Woodham

October 19, 1997—Alan Walter, Dorothy Hallas, Jeff Boyette, June Seger, and 

Maggie Bennett

October 25, 1997—Son Vu Khai Tran

October 29, 1997—Nathaniel Abraham

December 1, 1997—Michael Carneal. 

January 14, 1998—Mario Padilla and Samuel Ramirez

January 21, 1998—Kenneth Parr

January 29, 1998—Henry Lee Dreyer and Daniel Whitlow 

February 9, 1998—Christopher Churchill

February 15, 1998—Michael Wayne Hall

March 10, 1998—Jeffrey Franklin

March 24, 1998—Andrew Golden and Mitchell Johnson 

April 24, 1998—Andrew Wurst

April 28, 1998—Joseph Martinez

May 10, 1998—Jessica Holtmeyer and Aaron James Straw 

May 19, 1998—Jacob Lee Davis

May 21, 1998—Kipland “Kip” Kinkel

May 30, 1998—Kyle Ray and Colby Becker

June 27, 1998—Valessa Robinson, Adam Davis, and Jon Whispel 

July 26, 1998—Josh Cain and Trevor Walraven

August 8, 1998—Carlton Aker Turner

September 28, 1998—Raymond Gomez

August 19, 1998—Terrance Hunt 

October 11, 1998—Zachary Witman

November 3, 1998—Joshua Phillips

November 29, 1998—Ray Jasper 
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December 15, 1998—Milton Wuzael Mathis

January 6, 1999—Catherine Jones

January 17, 1999—Christipher Huerstel and Kajornsak Prasertphong

January 1999—Patrick Boykin

February 3, 1999—Bruce Williams

April 20, 1999—Dylan Klebold and Eric Harris 

May 27, 1999—Clayton Gordon

May 31, 1999—Terrell Yarbrough and Nathan Herring 

July 28, 1999—Lionel Tate

July 1999—Mario Padilla and Samuel Ramirez 

August 20, 1999—Whitney Lee Reeves

December 1999—Laird Stanard

February 29, 2000—Dedrick Owens

March 10, 2000—Darrell Ingram

July 22, 2000—Christy Phillips

August 26, 2000—Jonathan Mcneill, Dale Stewart, and Dan Angus 

January 27, 2001—Robert Tulloch and James Parker

February 23, 2001—David Attias

March 5, 2001—Charles Andrew Williams

March 21, 2001—Matthew Rooy

May 22, 2001—Scott Lang

May 26, 2000—Nathaniel Brazill

June 4, 2001—Irving Alvin Davis

July 28, 2001—Jorge Alfredo Salinas 

November 26, 2001—Derek King and Alex King 

November 28, 2001—Christopher Pittman

December 31, 2001—David Pallister

February 4, 2002—Llewelyn James 
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February 10, 2002—Gorman Roberts

July 2, 2002—Derrick Dewayne Charles 

September 2, 2002—Richard Aaron Cobb 

October 2002—Lee Boyd Malvo

November 2, 2002—Dustin Lynch

December 8, 2002—Blake Walker 

January 2, 2003—Keith Munden 

January 4, 2003—Wade Logan 

January 14, 2003—Jason Bautista and Matthew Montejo

January 22, 2003—Beau Maestas and Monique Maestas 

February 17, 2003—Josh Cooke

February 26, 2003—David Hightower

March 8, 2003—Marcus Sellers and Andre Conley

April 24, 2003—Amber Rose Riley and Jason Lamar Harris

May 30, 2003—Justina Morley, Edward Batzig, Domenic Coia, and Nicolas Coia 

June 7, 2003—Devin Darnell Thompson 

June 25, 2003—William Buckner and Joshua Buckner

June 27, 2003—Ryan McCrickard

July 31, 2003—Gary Hirte

August 21, 2003—Joshua Goldman and Jenson Hankins

September 2, 2003—Sarah Johnson

September 17, 2003—Larketa Collier and Sharon Patterson

September 24, 2003—Jason John McLaughlin. 

September 24, 2003—Gary Wayne Laquier and Margaret Fleissner 

November 26, 2003—Jonathan Williams and Nicole Governale 

December 8, 2003—Zachary Eggers

January 29, 2004—Lonnie Hall

February 3, 2004—Michael Hernandez
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February 13, 2004—Charles Bryant and Nayquan Miller 

February 16, 2004—Steven Tomporowski

April 21, 2004—Valentino Mitchell Arenas

April 22, 2004—Bryan Christopher Sturm

May 13, 2004—David Harris

May 21, 2004—Tristan Williams

May 28, 2004—Nakisha Waddell and Anastasia Belcher 

June 16, 2004—Lonnie Bassett

June 17, 2004—Nathaniel Geebro

June 29, 2004—Kenneth Meeks and James Arthur Johnson

July 5, 2004—Cody Posey 

August 2, 2004—Holly Harvey and Sandy Ketchum 

October 10, 2004—Aaron Clark

November 13, 2004—Anthony Romanelli and Joseph Mumma 

November 14, 2004—Rachelle Waterman

November 22, 2004—Desmond Keels

December 27, 2004—Christopher Alexander 

January 5, 2005—Kurtis Graves

January 21, 2005—Sarah Kolb and Cory Gregory

February 27, 2005—Zachary Gibian

March 2, 2005—Jason Clinard

March 21, 2005—Jeff Weise

March 31, 2005—Tracey Dyess

April 24, 2005—Christopher James Dankovich 

April 29, 2005—Adam Sapikowski 

May 29, 2005—Scott Moody 

July 2, 2005—Darran Samuel

July 30, 2005—Jonathan Zarate 
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October 15, 2005—Scott Dyleski

October 19, 2005—Andrew Tanner 

November 8, 2005—Kenny Bartley 

November 13, 2005—David Ludwig

January 19, 2006—John Odgren 

February 2, 2006—Jacob Robida 

July 8, 2006—Matthew McCombs and Sean Brown 

July 23, 2006—Zachariah Blanton

August 4, 2006—Jeremy Hauck

August 30, 2006—Alvaro Rafael Castillo

September 2, 2006—John Messiha, Daniel Betancourt, and Travis King 

November 23, 2006—Kendra Jones

November 29, 2006—Eric Hainstock

February 4, 2007—Bryan Grove, Tess Damm, Jared Sajal Guy, and Jared Smith

February 11, 2007—Caleb Sosa 

February 12, 2007—Sulejmen Talovic 

March 14, 2007—Connor Wood 

May 6, 2007—Patrick Williams

June 22, 2007—Nicolas Castillo and Todd Hoke

July 29, 2007—Tabitha Messina and Carlos Christopher 

July 30, 2007—Rachel Booth 
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