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CC hh aa pp tt ee rr   OO nn ee

T H E  G R E A T E S T  
I N V I T A T I O N  O F  

A L L  T I M E

w

“Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.”
Ja m e s  4 : 8

TThere is a call—no, a cry—coming from the heart of God and
with each passing day its intensity increases: “Why are you sat-

isfied without My presence; why do you remain distant when you
could have intimacy with Me?”

All of us have friends or people we admire and want to be closer
with. They hold a special place in our hearts, and spending time with
them is a treat, especially when it comes at their invitation. Such a
request to share their company fills us with anticipation, joy, and
excitement. We happily do whatever it takes to clear our calendar and
accept their request. 

1
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from wasting my time with futile efforts and explorations, as well as
protect me from some of the hidden traps. This book is like that map;
it is an invitation for you to join me on a wonderful and exciting jour-
ney—the journey to the heart of God. The Word of God contained
on these pages will guard you from pits, traps, and dangers that
would try to sidetrack you. It should keep you from unnecessary
trouble and vain expenditure of energy. 

So if you’re ready, let’s begin!

Study Questions

1. What event or experience in your life initiated your desire to read
this book?

2. Consider these examples of God’s invitation to draw near:

• Moses saw a burning bush and turned aside to investigate. In
doing so, God called out to him.

• The young boy Samuel heard a voice four times before he
responded, “Speak, for Your servant hears.”

• When the disciples saw Jesus walking on the water—walking as
if he would pass them by—they cried out.

Which of these examples best describes God’s invitation to you?
Have you responded? If so, what was the nature of your response?

3. As you contemplate prayer being a dialogue, a two-way conversa-
tion, what has God been communicating to you, both verbally and
nonverbally?

Th e  G r e a t e s t  I n v i t a t i o n  o f  A l l  Ti m e
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CC hh aa pp tt ee rr   TT ww oo

G O D ’ S  P U R S U I T

w

The Lord said, “I esteemed you better than Myself.”

TThe Bible communicates major themes; these truths run
throughout the course of Genesis through Revelation. One

such theme is God’s passionate desire for and pursuit of man. It is a
fact, God wants to draw near to us even more than we desire to draw
near to Him!

He actually yearns for us (see James 4:5). The word yearn
means to “long for intensely.” This has been His deepest heart cry
since the beginning of time. After Adam sinned, God’s first words
were not a proclamation of judgment; rather, “Adam, where are
you?” Can you hear His earnest heart cry, “Why are you hiding

1 0
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Study Questions

1. When the children of Israel were released from four hundred years
of Egyptian bondage, they were confused about God’s primary
purpose for setting them free. The Lord declared, “I . . . brought
you to myself,” yet they whined and complained, thinking it was
all about inheriting a promised land. As the author states, their
hearts were on the what and not the Who they were to inherit.  

God has set you free from the bondage of sin, desiring to bring
you to Himself. Have you ever been whiny or complaining? How
have you confused the what with the Who? 

2. In this chapter, the question was asked, “Why would any person
who has been so loved and valued want to return to the system
where they were once enslaved?” How would you answer that
question?

3. The author shared a dialogue he had with God, shortly after having
received salvation, regarding how highly esteemed he was in the
Lord’s sight. How does, or should, the knowledge that you are a
highly-valued “sought-out jewel” modify your life and relationships? 

G o d ’ s  P u r s u i t

2 3
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CC hh aa pp tt ee rr   TT hh rr ee ee

P R O T E C T  Y O U R
H U N G E R

w

We will hunger for what we feed on.

BBefore an unsaved person can approach the living God, the Lord
Himself must first draw him. A.W. Tozer writes, “Before a sin-

ful man can think a right thought of God, there must have been a
work of enlightenment done within him” (The Pursuit of God, p. 11).
Jesus Himself tells us, “No one can come to Me unless the Father
who sent Me draws him” (John 6:44). This is why intercession for
others who don’t have a relationship with God through Jesus is so
critical. Even though God “desires all men to be saved and to come
to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4), and has pursued this
end consistently throughout history, He still wants His children to

2 4
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instantly summon armed men to the invasion. They pay security men
to watch over these items 24/7. Multiple thousands of dollars are
spent to guard and protect—a rock!

God tells us the most valuable possession on earth is our hearts—
not rocks. Yet believers give their hearts over to things that not only
do not profit, but even harm us. We’ll watch and read just about any-
thing as long as it does not contain excessive nudity or swearing. We
fail to recognize the spirit of the world that is at enmity with the Spirit
of God. Yet in this, the men of this world are so much wiser, for they
guard diligently what they value most; while believers are careless as
they walk through life failing to guard their hearts from the lusts and
desires that steal their hunger from the only One who can truly satisfy.

The Lord “satisfies the longing soul, and fills the hungry soul with
goodness” (Ps. 107:9). He’s waiting to satisfy us, yet His goodness
will not satisfy us if we are already full of other things. Let’s keep our
hearts hungry and not take lightly His call to us. For when we draw
near He has promised to draw near to us!

Study Questions

1. Proverbs 27:7 says, “A satisfied soul loathes the honeycomb.” As
you reflect on this verse, what cares, desires, and pleasures are you
most vulnerable to? How can they dull your hunger for the “sweet
honeycomb” of God’s fellowship?

2. In this chapter, the author shares his observations of over-twenty-
year-olds and under-twenty-year-olds in two different church set-
tings in regard to their passion—their hunger—for God. As you
look at the life of your church, how would you characterize the
appetite of your spiritual family—satisfied, hungry, indifferent? 

3. In light of the admonition in Proverbs 4:23 to “above all else,
guard your heart,” what steps can you take today to protect your
heart? Is there some spiritual “junk food” in your diet which needs
to be eliminated or replaced?

D r a w i n g  N e a r

3 8
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CC hh aa pp tt ee rr   FF oo uu rr

P A S S I O N  F O R  
H I S  P R E S E N C E

w

The spoken Word is heard when we are in His presence.

OOver the past twenty years of ministry I’ve traveled to every
continent, except Antarctica, teaching God’s Word in both

churches and conferences. I’ve had the privilege of working on two
church staffs for a combined seven years before traveling full time.
Over this time I’ve discovered two major groups within the church,
and the gap of their differing thoughts seems to be widening as the
Lord’s coming draws closer. The first are those who seek God for
what He can do; while the second seek Him for who He is.

Israel’s Core Motivation
This contrast is seen with Moses and the children of Israel. Let’s
explore this in more depth. Israel passionately desired to be free from

3 9
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Blessed (happy, fortunate, to be envied) are those who dwell
in Your house and Your presence; they will be singing your
praises all the day long. Selah! (Ps. 84: 1–4 AMP)

The New King James Version records the second verse, “My heart
and my flesh cry out for the living God.” The writer then goes on to
say that the sparrow and swallow have found homes, yet he confesses
himself homeless, because he yearned for the dwelling place of God.
He declared it his longed-for home—where the presence of God is.
Notice he says, “Happy, fortunate, [and] to be envied are those who
dwell in Your presence.” This is the goal of those who love God!
They hunger for His manifest presence. The closer we are to Him the
stronger it becomes, and the more we are affected. 

Study Questions

1. In the beginning of this chapter, the author writes, “Over this time
I’ve discovered two major groups within the church . . . The first are
those who seek God for what He can do; while the second seek Him
for who He is.” Be honest—in which group do you see yourself?

2. Following their release from captivity in Egypt, the Israelites were
frequently praising and worshiping God for His provision on one
day, only to be grumble and complain on another day because He
had not provided what they wanted. As you remember “desert
experiences” in your own life, what similarities do you see in your
attitude as compared to the children of Israel?

3. You may be reading this book because you are currently having a
“desert experience.”  If so, what can you learn from Elijah’s expe-
rience with the manifestations of wind, earthquake, and fire?

Pa s s i o n  f o r  H i s  P r e s e n c e

5 1
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CC hh aa pp tt ee rr   FF ii vv ee

B E H I N D  
T H E  V E I L

w

“God’s presence separates us from all others 
on the face of the earth.”

TThe presence of the Lord always brings greater revelation of
who He is, and with each encounter we are forever changed.

Scanning the Bible we find that those who walked in a greater under-
standing of God’s ways, were those who pursued and experienced
His presence.

The Separating Factor

In the last chapter we saw Moses given an offer by God that he
turned down. The Lord made available His promises, but void of His

5 2
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hold of the hope set before us” (Heb. 6:18). What is this hope? If we
draw near; He will draw near to us! He has guaranteed it!

So why don’t many more enjoy His manifest presence? As A.W.
Tozer cried out:

With the veil removed by the rending of Jesus’ flesh, with nothing
on God’s side to prevent us from entering, why do we tarry without?
Why do we consent to abide all our days just outside the Holy of
Holies and never enter at all to look upon God? We hear the
Bridegroom say, “Let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice;
for sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is comely” (Song of
Solomon 2:14). We sense that the call is for us, but still we fail to
draw near, and the years pass and we grow old and tired in the outer
courts of the tabernacle. What hinders us? (The Pursuit of God, p. 41)

The question is still: What hinders us? Why are we struggling in our
own strength, missing the mark due to our blindness? Why are so
many dissatisfied and bored when we have such a wonderful hope
backed by His promise which can’t be broken? As we continue we’ll
discover what hinders this wonderful relationship of fellowship God
makes available to every believer.

Study Questions
1. In the beginning of this chapter, these questions are asked: “Why

. . . have so many resigned themselves to an intellectual relationship
with God? Why have we settled for Christianity void of the presence
of Christ? How did we learn to be content without intimacy?”

How would you answer these questions?

2. The author mentions that psychology tells us that relationships
we’ve had over the last five years will shape our personality. He also
states that this is affirmed in Scripture: “Evil company corrupts good
habits” (1 Cor. 15:33), and “He who walks with wise men will be
wise” (Proverbs 13:20). Have you had periods in your life which
exemplified either or both extremes? What were the results?

D r a w i n g  N e a r

6 6
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CC hh aa pp tt ee rr   SS ii xx

T H E  F R I E N D S  
O F  G O D

w

He offered them intimacy, 
but they by their own choice couldn’t have it.

AAs I write these opening chapters, such a hunger stirs within my
own heart. Speaking of these things fans the flame and increases

my desire to pursue the One who loves us so wonderfully. He has consis-
tently pursued us as individuals in this romance of all ages. However, this
One so worthy of our pursuit is not an “easy catch” per se. He is the holy
and great King and as such is to be revered. Therefore you certainly can-
not speak of “drawing near” without addressing the issue of “holy fear.” 

The Parting of Ways

At this juncture “seeker friendly messages” and truth often part ways.
These messages can be found in any denomination or circles; they

6 7
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Holy fear unlocks the treasury of salvation, wisdom, and knowl-
edge. Why? Because it is the foundation for intimacy with God and in
that place of intimacy His treasures are revealed. Alongside the love
of God, it composes the very foundation of life. We cannot truly love
God and enjoy intimacy with Him until we first fear Him.

Study Questions

1. In your own words, how would you describe what it means to fear
God, versus being scared of God? 

2. This chapter contrasts Abraham, “a friend of God,” with his
nephew Lot, who was called “righteous.” As Lot surveyed the
desirable lands toward the wicked cities of Sodom and Gomorrah,
he obviously was trying to figure out a way to enjoy the cities’
abundance without being caught up in their influence. Are you
ever inclined to reason in the same way?

How would proper fear of the Lord prevent such faulty reasoning?

3. Thinking back on the author’s Hawaiian encounter with the man
on the beach, have you ever had similar encounters? How did you
deal with them? 

Whether they were as extreme as that incident or not, have
there been times where you were the man on the beach—where
your conversation or actions betrayed where your heart really was
at the time? What have you learned, or are you currently learning,
from those instances?

4. In light of Psalm 25:14 (“Friendship with the Lord is reserved for
those who fear him”), the author points out that God holds back
his friendship to protect us from the dangers of familiarity.

What are the “dangers of familiarity”?

D r a w i n g  N e a r

8 6
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CC hh aa pp tt ee rr   SS ee vv ee nn

W H A T  H I N D E R S
T R U E  I N T I M A C Y ?

w

The deceived take comfort in a knowledge of a 
God they simply do not possess.

TThe fear of the Lord is the foundation of intimacy with God.
This is made clear in the beginning of the book of Proverbs.

We read, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning [foundation] of
knowledge” (Prov. 1:7). What kind of knowledge? The writer tells us
a few verses later:

If you receive my words, 
And treasure my commands within you, 
So that you incline your ear to wisdom, 
And apply your heart to understanding; 

8 7
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I will never forget the look of shock his face as he read those words.
He’d been in the ministry for years and read these verses repeatedly, yet
he saw it for the first time that day. He soberly apologized and we chat-
ted a few minutes longer on the importance of not falling into the trap
of being one-sided in our preaching—always emphasizing the positive, or
even the negative. We must be balanced and “warn” as well as “instruct.”

This is the time period in which Jesus warned that many, including
the elect, could be deceived; He said deception would run rampant.
We must take heed where we stand, lest we fall. We must draw near
with a heart of holy fear, rather than a careless heart easily subject to
deception. Our loving Father is for us, and has given to us all things
that pertain to life and godliness. He has given us grace, through our
Lord Jesus, to live obediently to His will, and it is only through this
holy fear that we may have true intimacy!

Study Questions

1. The assertion is made that “without the fear of the Lord . . . an
incorrect image is developed, shaped, and molded within our own
soul or imagination.” As you look back at your faith thus far, was
there a time when your image of God was incorrect? If so, in what
way was it distorted?

2. The author points out that when we covet something contrary to
God’s will for us, God will often give it to us. Looking honestly at
your own prayer life, is there something you are continually
approaching God about which might actually be a covetous desire?
Is there an instance in your life when you received something you
passionately desired, only to regret it afterwards?

3. In the first question at the end of the first chapter, you were asked
what had initiated your desire to read this book. As you consider
what you have gained thus far, how have you been challenged?
What changes are you beginning to see in your image of God and
what it means to please Him in deed and in truth? 

W h a t  H i n d e r s  Tr u e  I n t i m a c y ?
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“A religious spirit is one who uses 
My Word to execute his own will.”

DDeception awaits those who lack the fear of the Lord, while inti-
macy awaits those who draw near in holy fear. The outward

evidence of this is unconditional obedience to the desires of God; not
only do we obey, but we have the heart to fulfill His will. We see this
repeatedly in the lives of those who walked with God. 

Enoch’s testimony was that he pleased the Lord. We will draw from
the writings of Clement, an early church father, for greater insight.
Clement of Rome, who lived in the first century and was a companion
to the apostles Peter and Paul, wrote, “Let us take for instance Enoch,
who being found righteous in obedience was translated, and death was
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know Him, yet were turned away. It is so important that we understand
there is a difference between His abiding presence and His presence that
accompanies ministry. 

You can see Jesus’ response to Judas (not Iscariot) in the above verse
showed that those who worship Him in truth are those whom He will
seek out to make His dwelling place. This is most remarkable as it
speaks of His abiding presence. I love the words He uses: home, abode,
special dwelling place. In these words lie the remarkable difference
between the Old Testament and the New Testament saints. The Old
Testament saints did not have the privilege of being the abiding place
of God. The abiding place of God was the “Most Holy Place” in the
tabernacle or temple. Yet we see a parallel. God’s presence was rare and
almost nonexistent in the tabernacle during Eli’s days, because of his
and the people’s self-gratifying ways. Yet His presence was strong in
the days when His people obeyed Him with diligence. 

It is no different today. Those believers who worship Him in spirit
and truth—obey Him with passionate hearts—are those who experi-
ence His abiding presence. These are the ones He chooses to reveal
Himself to. Oh, what a glorious fellowship we have awaiting us. How
could any believer ever flirt with disobedience or worldliness when we
have such a treasure awaiting us?

He has promised to make His home, abode, special dwelling place with
us, and in so doing He will manifest or reveal who He really is. Oh, the
thought of such a glorious promise, and it is not for the future only, but
for now! These are some of my favorite words in the Bible, that this glo-
rious King would desire to “manifest Himself,” or make Himself known
to you and me personally. In future chapters we will happily explore how
He actually does this. However, in the next chapter we will first discuss
another crucial and needed virtue He seeks in those He inhabits.

Study Questions

1. As you examine the lives of such characters as Enoch, Noah,
Abraham, Moses, David, Esther, Daniel, and others in the Scriptures,

D r a w i n g  N e a r
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you find the common denominator in all their lives was a genuine
heartfelt obedience to God’s desires rather than their own. What
would happen in your life if you were to implement that type of
obedience today?

2. Reflecting on the author’s humorous statement, “Praise is the fast
songs, worship is the slow ones,” did you identify with that assess-
ment? The message he ultimately received from the Lord regard-
ing worship, was “It is a life.” How does that statement affect the
need for changes in your life?

3. As you think about what Jesus said in Luke 13:25–27 and
Matthew 7:21–23, how would you describe the difference
between His abiding presence and His presence that accompanies
ministry?

Tr u e  W o r s h i p
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The power twins of the kingdom are 
the Fear of the Lord and Humility.

IIn this chapter we will explore another crucial element in coming
close to the One who so earnestly desires our fellowship. Our

flagship Scripture calls us to, “Draw near to God and He will draw
near to you.” Yet let’s examine what we read before and after this
amazing invitation: 

Therefore He says: “God resists the proud, but gives grace to the
humble.” . . . Draw near to God and He will draw near to you . . .
Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you
up. (James 4:6–10, author’s emphasis)
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flagship Scripture calls us to, “Draw near to God and He will draw
near to you.” Yet let’s examine what we read before and after this
amazing invitation: 

Therefore He says: “God resists the proud, but gives grace to the
humble.” . . . Draw near to God and He will draw near to you . . .
Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you
up. (James 4:6–10, author’s emphasis)
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the Holy Spirit, is exhorting us with these words through Peter that
we may enter into sweet communion with Him, which is His heart’s
passion for us as dear children.

The choice is ours. God has paved the way for us to walk with
Him, and given us His grace to do it. What a wonderful God and
Father we serve! Now it’s up to us to hear and heed His call to His
inward chamber where He manifests Himself. In the next several
chapters we will discuss how He actually does it! 

Study Questions

1. In this chapter, the point is made that even though humility is
generally misunderstood to be weak, wimpy, and spineless, the
truly humble are often mistaken to be arrogant. As you reflect on
this, can you think of people you’ve written off as arrogant, who
were actually quite humble? If so, what can you learn from that
incorrect assessment?

2. Reflect on the three aspects of humility—obedience to God, total
dependence on Him, and our view of ourselves—and the biblical
examples of each. If you were to confess to one of these as your
greatest challenge, which would it be?

3. In Isaiah 66, a group of people were serving and worshiping God
by the letter of the law—bringing proper sacrifices, burning
proper incense, and making on the proper offerings.  Yet, the Lord
did not delight in their worship due to their lack of obedience. In
what ways can our worship be displeasing to God, even when it is
led by gifted, talented leaders? 

D r a w i n g  N e a r

1 3 6

00-01.Drawing Near  12/6/05  11:01 AM  Page 136



CC hh aa pp tt ee rr   TT ee nn

I N T I M A C Y  
W I T H  T H E  

H O L Y  S P I R I T

w

I believe the Holy Spirit is one of the most 
ignored persons in the church.

NNow we come to the section of the book I have longed to dis-
cuss; how the Lord actually draws near to us. First of all let

me reiterate, He longs for you with greater intensity than you for
Him. Recall Moses’ words, “For he is a God who is passionate about
his relationship with you” (Ex. 34:14 NLT).

Recently while deep in prayer, before fully realizing what I was say-
ing, I cried out, “Lord, if I can’t have intimate fellowship with You
here on this earth then please take me home to Heaven with You!”
My knees shook a little as my words poured forth from my heart. I
knew I meant what I’d said, yet almost immediately my mind
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times to the memories of knowing Him on the different other levels
when they walked together in the flesh. For this reason Paul makes
this very clear point:

Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to the
flesh. Even though we have known Christ according to the flesh,
yet now we know Him thus no longer. (2 Cor. 5:16)

If we are to go to a level of knowing God intimately we must real-
ize that the greatest blessing He has given us is not to reveal Himself
to us by the flesh but by His Spirit. 

Wow! Are you getting excited as I am? What a wonderful Lord we
serve. He yearns to make Himself known to us in the deepest way. He
is the one who first desired this intimacy. Is your heart now crying out
in hunger for the same?

Study Questions

1. Have you ever prayed a “please-take-me-home-to-Heaven-to-be-
with-you” prayer? What were the circumstances when you did?

2. Many in the church attempt to draw near to Jesus apart from an
intimate relationship with the Holy Spirit, even when they know
that no one comes to know Jesus without the Holy Spirit. Why?

Have you found this to be true in your own life?

3. As you meditate on the partnership role of the Holy Spirit, how
does His presence influence your confidence in speaking your
heart to God? Is there really anything you can hold back?

D r a w i n g  N e a r
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Study Questions

1. In the opening of this chapter, the author reflects on his young
faith as a college student. He describes living a new life, but feel-
ing that something was lacking even though he was diligently
reading Scripture. Can you identify with that situation in your
own past, or maybe even in your life now?

2. As you consider this study on what it means to speak in tongues,
how are your beliefs being challenged? How are you affected by
the news that it is God’s will for you to be filled with His Spirit
and to pray in the languages of heaven?

3. You have been reading this book for a reason—an experience or
event has prompted you to explore what it means to draw near to
God. Could it be that He has provided a means to draw closer
through what you are studying now? Could the gift of tongues for
personal and intercessory prayer be the next step in your walk with
the Lord?

Th e  P r o m i s e  o f  t h e  Fa t h e r

1 8 3
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You will never be blessed with something you don’t believe.

IIcame to know Jesus Christ as Savior through a fraternity brother
at Purdue University in 1979. Once I turned from my own ways

and confessed Jesus Christ as my Lord I knew I was born into the
kingdom of God. Scripture tells us, “If you confess with your mouth
the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him
from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes
unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto sal-
vation” (Rom. 10:9–11).

There was no question I was saved. My heart bore witness to it,
and Scripture confirmed it. Yet, I was living my new life lacking
something, and for several months it eluded me as to what it was. The
Lord seemed distant, even though I knew I was His child. When I
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Study Questions

1. In the opening of this chapter, the author reflects on his young
faith as a college student. He describes living a new life, but feel-
ing that something was lacking even though he was diligently
reading Scripture. Can you identify with that situation in your
own past, or maybe even in your life now?

2. As you consider this study on what it means to speak in tongues,
how are your beliefs being challenged? How are you affected by
the news that it is God’s will for you to be filled with His Spirit
and to pray in the languages of heaven?

3. You have been reading this book for a reason—an experience or
event has prompted you to explore what it means to draw near to
God. Could it be that He has provided a means to draw closer
through what you are studying now? Could the gift of tongues for
personal and intercessory prayer be the next step in your walk with
the Lord?
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The wisdom or counsel of God is deep water and 
is often a mystery to the natural mind.

II’ve written this again and again, but to make sure it becomes real in
the very core of your being, I’ll keep repeating it: God passionately

desires intimacy with you. He yearns for your fellowship. Not only does
He desire to interact with you, but for that interaction to be lush and rich. 

Communing with God on His Level

In order for this abounding communion to become a reality He has
made a way for us to fellowship with Him on His level! Allow me to
explain. Scripture tells us:

For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God.
(1 Cor. 14:2)
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churches of Asia. They were his family in the Lord because he spiritually
birthed them, and when apart, as he prayed, he was with them in spirit
beholding their order; he could even write to them about their affairs. I
am only doing what God has given every believer the ability to do
through the power of the Holy Spirit. This is how I keep up with my
family’s activities, and I do this whenever I’m away from them.”

The reason I give John’s testimony is that it perfectly lines up with
the Word of God. Why should we be surprised by this? Paul mentioned
it not once, but a couple of times in the New Testament. This African
man hasn’t had anyone tell him that Scripture is not true, or has passed
away, as so many in America have been told. Why have we drawn back
from what Jesus paid so great a price to provide for us? Why are we not
building our inner man so that we can be more effective servants and
children of our dear Lord and Savior Jesus?

It is not too late! No matter if you are ten or eighty-five years old;
whether you have been born-again recently or decades ago; you can build
your inner man through praying in tongues, and ask for the interpreta-
tion as you pray that your understanding may receive the benefit of the
wonderful communion of the Holy Spirit. There is so much He desires
to reveal to you; you only have to still your outer man and draw near in
your heart to the One who knows all. What an invitation; don’t pass it by!

Study Questions

1. Have you experienced situations where the gift of tongues has
helped you better understand how God was working in your life?
What illumination, peace, or refreshing did you receive?

2. The author writes about the need to properly steward the mysteries God
reveals, pointing to Hezekiah’s example (Isa. 39:2) and his own situa-
tion with a well-known pastor. How important is it for you to wait on
the Lord’s proper timing to reveal to others what He has revealed to
you? Is there a real desire to impress others that needs to be controlled?

D r a w i n g  N e a r

2 0 6

00-01.Drawing Near  12/6/05  11:01 AM  Page 206

CC hh aa pp tt ee rr   TT hh ii rr tt ee ee nn

F U L L  A S S U R A N C E  
O F  F A I T H

w

God does not respond to our need, He responds to our faith!

OOver the years I’ve met numerous sincere believers who are
filled with the Holy Spirit, love and fear God, and abstain

from sin, yet they too ask, “Why is it that I just don’t hear from God
or experience His presence?” I can sense the frustration with these
saints, as they are doing all they know to do, but are misconnecting
in prayer. In speaking with them for just a few moments we usually
discover the reason for their struggle. Most often there is one answer,
and it is found in the following verse:

Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the
blood of Jesus, by a new and living . . . let us draw near with a
true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled
from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.

2 0 7

00-01.Drawing Near  12/6/05  11:01 AM  Page 207



CC hh aa pp tt ee rr   TT ww ee ll vv ee

T H E  L A N G U A G E  
O F  I N T I M A C Y

w

The wisdom or counsel of God is deep water and 
is often a mystery to the natural mind.

II’ve written this again and again, but to make sure it becomes real in
the very core of your being, I’ll keep repeating it: God passionately

desires intimacy with you. He yearns for your fellowship. Not only does
He desire to interact with you, but for that interaction to be lush and rich. 

Communing with God on His Level

In order for this abounding communion to become a reality He has
made a way for us to fellowship with Him on His level! Allow me to
explain. Scripture tells us:

For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God.
(1 Cor. 14:2)

1 8 4

00-01.Drawing Near  12/6/05  11:01 AM  Page 184

CC hh aa pp tt ee rr   TT hh ii rr tt ee ee nn

F U L L  A S S U R A N C E  
O F  F A I T H

w

God does not respond to our need, He responds to our faith!

OOver the years I’ve met numerous sincere believers who are
filled with the Holy Spirit, love and fear God, and abstain

from sin, yet they too ask, “Why is it that I just don’t hear from God
or experience His presence?” I can sense the frustration with these
saints, as they are doing all they know to do, but are misconnecting
in prayer. In speaking with them for just a few moments we usually
discover the reason for their struggle. Most often there is one answer,
and it is found in the following verse:

Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the
blood of Jesus, by a new and living . . . let us draw near with a
true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled
from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.

2 0 7

00-01.Drawing Near  12/6/05  11:01 AM  Page 207

Believers often try to imagine themselves walking into a throne
room as they pray. Yet without the help of the Holy Spirit this could
be likened to Abraham’s inability to grasp the promise of God with-
out the vision. Only after the Lord Himself painted a clear picture for
him did Abraham lay hold of what God had promised. 

We cannot experience true and close intimacy in the inner sanctu-
ary without the Holy Spirit. He gives us the hope, or clear vision, of
what our natural eye cannot see. With this vision, we draw near with
the full assurance of faith and with all boldness to enjoy what Jesus
paid so great a price for us to live in. Oh, thank you, Jesus, for shed-
ding your royal blood for us so that we may come with confidence
into the very presence of God, both now and forever!

Study Questions

1. The biblical word hope—confident expectation—is contrasted
with the “maybe so” hope which has evolved in the English lan-
guage. Have you found yourself speaking words into the air with
a “maybe so” attitude, lacking a confident expectation? If so, what
might this tell you about the condition of your faith?

2. Two questions have been asked by believers since the time of the
apostles. The questions are much the same in their wording, but
profoundly different in what they are asking:

• How do we get faith?
• How do we increase our faith?
From what you have learned in this chapter, how would you

answer these questions?

3. As you compare the nature of Saul’s obedience with that of David,
what differences do you see? How did their obedience influence
their intimacy with God?

4. How does obedience affect one’s ability to approach God with
boldness?

D r a w i n g  N e a r
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You can dare to come near Him, because 
He has given you His timeless invitation.

IIn this final chapter I’ll address a more practical side of drawing near
to the One who loves us so richly. Yet, to do this could be compared

to giving detailed instruction to one who is about to be married of how
to engage in intimacy in the bedchamber. You can only teach so much,
as the rest flows from the heart. And in this lies the beauty of intimacy:
it flourishes from our hearts; it’s not taught from our minds.

In approaching the Lord we must remember that we are created in
His image. Just as our emotions differ, so do His. Just as we need to be
sensitive to a close friend’s moods, even so we should be sensitive to the
Lord’s. For example, there are times to come into His presence with
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I will bring him near and he will come close to me, for who is he
who will devote himself to be close to me? declares the Lord.
(Jer. 30:21 NIV)

You can dare to come near Him, because He has given you His time-
less invitation. So devote yourself to being one of those who dwell in His
presence. He’s waiting for you—what are you waiting for? Draw near!

Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling,
And to present you faultless 

Before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, 
To God our Savior,
Who alone is wise,

Be glory and majesty,
Dominion and power,
Both now and forever.

Amen.
(Jude 24–25)

Study Questions

1. Before reading this chapter, had you ever considered that God has
“needs”? In what ways do we minister to those needs?

2. How important is it for you to listen the for Holy Spirit to speak?
Even though you may have a wealth of praise and worship songs
and/or Spirit-filled writings available to you, have you tried
approaching God in silence? Consider trying this exercise in inti-
macy and write down or share with others what you learn. 

3. In the first chapter, the author describes this book as a treasure map
leading to the heart of God rather than a step-by-step “how to”
message on drawing near. As you meditate on what you have
learned, what treasures have you discovered? What treasures do
you have yet to uncover?

D r a w i n g  N e a r
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