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Chapter 1

Arrivals

In which the forebears of our hero trade the 

trials and hardships of the Old World for the 

uncertainties and hopes of the New, starting  

our story rolling in the boisterous town of  

Boston, in the British colony of Massachusetts.

This land grows weary of its inhabitants.” That’s what 

John Winthrop thought of his home.1 England was 

too small, geographically, theologically, politically, and 

economically. He couldn’t stand the cramp, and the feeling 

was mutual: England couldn’t stand him. Winthrop was 

a Puritan and ran afoul of the Act of Uniformity, which 

outlawed doctrinal squabbles (something at which the 

Puritans excelled) in the Anglican Church.

It came to this: Winthrop, a onetime government law-

yer, needed new digs, preferably where he could structure 
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Arrivals

Threading narrow Nantasket Channel, the vessel glided past 

Castle Island on the right. On the left, Governour’s Island 

and then little Bird Island. Steering clear of the shallow 

Dorchester Flats, the ship washed into a welcoming wharf 

and disgorged its cargo as excited passengers bounded 

ashore. All but Apollos, whose family indentured the boy to 

pay for his apprenticeship to goldsmith John Coney. Apollos 

could no more do as he pleased than could one of the slaves 

attending the brocaded merchants by the docks.

Indenture ensured long-term care and safety. Apprentices 

were guaranteed humane treatment, room, board, and 

education. But for this moment, while he waited for the 

captain to transfer him to his new master, Apollos was also 

guaranteed the dehumanized status of a living, breathing 

transaction waiting for paperwork and fulfillment.

View of Boston’s harbors.
Library of Congress.
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Chapter 2

Ascent

In which the father of our hero, Apollos Rivoire, 

comes into his own, and changes the family name 

before buying his freedom, marrying a good 

Yankee girl of hardy stock, and then  

bringing little Paul into a world  

beset by economic troubles.

For all the freshness and novelty of America, some things 

didn’t change. As apprentice and master, Apollos and 

Coney commenced a relationship unaltered since the Middle 

Ages. Apollos had to learn, serve, submit, and not embarrass 

or harm Coney by thieving, whoring, gambling, or boozing. 

He was, as the standard contract language had it, to “behave 

himself as a faithful apprentice ought.” Meanwhile, Coney’s 

job was to provide “sufficient meat, drink, apparel, lodging 

and washing befitting an apprentice” and to “use the utmost 

of his endeavor” to teach his “trade or mystery.”1
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Ascent

Another stopgap com-

bined the best of both 

paper money and barter. 

The former was issued as 

a loan based on the value 

of mortgaged properties. 

Payment was accepted in 

kind—flax, iron, anything 

marketable.16 The “land 

bank” scheme provided 

liquid currency to a thirsty 

economy, but it also stoked 

fears among some, includ-

ing Paul Revere’s neighbor 

Thomas Hutchinson.

While many around him lost their shirts as fast as their 

footing, Hutchinson was making great strides and was soon 

to replace his father, the Colonel, in local prestige. He had 

a thin, boyishly handsome face, oversized eyes and nose 

over full lips and a retreating, lightly dimpled chin—all of 

it framed in the dark-gray curls of his peruke. His public 

image welcomed characterizations as conservative, pru-

dent, honorable, popular. The town elected him selectman 

in 1737. He then picked up a seat in the lower house of the 

Bay Colony legislature, known as the General Court.

Hutchinson was not alone in considering the land bank 

scheme unstable and injurious to his interests. Merchants 

The illustrious Thomas Hutchinson.
New York Public Library.
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Chapter 3

Moxie

In which our hero grows up, learns  

his ABCs along with his father’s trade  

of goldsmithing, shows self-determination,  

and gets a whupping for going to church— 

all before tragedy strikes the family.

When Paul was nine, the family moved to a house 

at the head of Clark’s Wharf on Fish Street. It was 

the same neighborhood as their previous digs, just closer 

to the water’s edge. Their landlord, Dr. John Clark, had 

tradesmen and sea captains for tenants.1

Water hemmed Boston, and that’s where the real action 

happened. Boats coming and going, cargo offloaded one 

ship, freight hoisted upon another, exotic sights, sounds, 

and more. Men bent their backs all along the wharves, 

making rope and boiling tar, busying themselves distilling 
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The Revolutionary Paul Revere
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Discourse Concerning Unlimited Submission and Non-

Resistance to the Higher Powers,” delivered on the anni-

versary of Charles I’s 1649 execution at the hands of Oliver 

Cromwell. The “divine right of kings” and the “doctrine of 

nonresistance,” he said, are “altogether as fabulous and chi-

merical as . . . any of the most absurd reveries of ancient or 

modern visionaries.”11 Mayhew’s political views stemmed 

from the same Calvinist tradition that spawned a wide lit-

erature on rights, liberties, and civil disobedience. Though 

John Calvin opposed rebellion, his Huguenot and Puritan 

heirs in the Old World (and later in the New) defended it.12 

And these arguments and exhortations flowed easily from 

pens and pulpits throughout New England.13 Something 

else was bothering Apollos.

Mayhew graduated from Harvard and was ordained in 

1747. Enthusiastic and pro-

gressive, he was a forerunner 

to what Thomas Paine later 

tagged the Age of Reason. 

Reacting in part to the heavy 

emotionalism of the Great 

Awakening, which started in 

the 1730s, Mayhew became 

a pioneer for a much more 

rationalistic, Enlightenment-

infused religion, one that 

valued reason above rev-

elation and philosophy over 

faith. He seemed to discount 

Paul Revere’s engraving of the 
turbulent Rev. Jonathan Mayhew.
New York Public Library.

00-01.PaulRevere.indd   24 2/12/10   1:58:20 PM



37

Chapter 5

Friends

In which our hero hones his business acumen 

along with his art, experimenting with novel 

metallurgic methods and embellishments, 

while still making time for compotation and 

conviviality at the Green Dragon—and joining  

an extraordinary society of immense secrecy.

Along with shop and tools, Paul inherited needy cus-

tomers. Though his records only go back as far as 

1761, he was bending his elbows from the start—repairing, 

polishing, refurbishing old pieces and creating striking new 

pieces as well.

Branching out from the simple and elegant Queen Anne 

style that most New England smiths used, Paul experi-

mented with the more ornate rococo style. Smiths in New 

York and Philadelphia favored rococo’s bold embellish-

ments—raised engravings of flowers, leaves, shells, even 
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Friends

The New World invited 

novelty and experimentation, 

not only for, say, repressed reli-

gious sects, but also for new 

class structures. A hint of this 

is in Paul’s 1756 commission 

in the Massachusetts militia, 

addressed to “Paul Revere, 

Gentleman.” It’s a throwaway 

compliment today, but in 

Revere’s day gentleman was 

a description of social sta-

tus, reserved mainly for men 

of land, wealth, or title. Revere was none of those things, 

but in the New World the social ladder was as short as it 

was unstable. Class barriers were real, but not insurmount-

able. By excelling in one’s craft and rising in the esteem of 

his neighbors, a man had a shot at going from the lower 

sort to the middle sort, and maybe even to the upper sort. 

Revere would butt his head on that social ladder from time 

to time, but the fact that he always felt the ability to keep 

moving upward in his life is telling.

Because of the high-minded Masonic ideals of merit and 

inherent human worth, within the bounds of Masonic rela-

tionships, class counted for less than it did on the outside. 

That meant that Paul’s circle was expanding beyond his 

middle-class and artisan confines. More than anything, his 

membership in the Masons connected him to the men who 

would soon lead the resistance to overreaches of Crown 

Paul’s good friend James 
Warren.
Library of Congress.
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Chapter 6

Grudges

In which the narrative swerves afield to discover 

the key role that smuggling played in the discord 

between England and America, with special focus 

on the so-called and much-loathed writs  

of assistance and how Thomas Hutchinson  

came to make enemies of all the wrong men.

Thomas Hutchinson didn’t mean to irk his neighbors. 

He just did. Hutchinson’s alliances with the upper 

crust and ruling establishment tied him to the downfall of 

the land bank and the financial and political ruination of 

Samuel Adams’s father. Battling debt collectors for years 

afterward, Adams never forgave Hutchinson. And now in 

the Otis family, Hutchinson had another bad father-son 

combo that was sure to cause him trouble. 

But first, some backstory.
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Trade linked Britain to its colonies, and the Acts of Trade 

and Navigation (Navigation Acts for short) governed the 

linkage. Strengthening British commerce against foreign 

powers was the goal. Britain’s mercantilist system aggran-

dized as much production, trade, and profit for itself as 

possible. Colonies were instruments in the enterprise, pro-

viding goods for British markets and markets for British 

goods.1

The trick was keeping other nations out of the picture. 

“If we allow France and Holland to supply them with fab-

ric,” one Englishman explained England’s attitude—and 

just about any other importable good could be substituted 

here, tea, molasses, or wine—“we may just as well give up 

all ideas of having colonies at all.”2 The Navigation Acts 

mandated virtually all trade be funneled through Britain 

or British outposts to tax 

and regulate goings-on in 

keeping with British inter-

ests. But as philosopher 

and economist Adam 

Smith later observed, “Not 

many people are scrupu-

lous about smuggling, 

when, without perjury, 

they can find any easy and 

safe opportunity for doing 

so.”3

It’s an old story. From 

day one, the English them-
Firebrand Sam Adams.
Library of Congress.
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Grudges

ther’s appointment; the two 

knew each other, and Otis 

thought that by lobbying 

his colleague, he could then 

perhaps remind the gover-

nor of the long-standing 

promise. The two men sat 

down together, spindly 

Hutchinson with his nar-

row face and undersized 

chin, and thickset Otis with 

his bulging cheeks and 

stocky neck. In the meet-

ing Hutchinson praised the 

elder Otis’s qualifications and downplayed any personal in-

terest in the job. When Otis left, he had every reason to 

believe that his father would receive the post.

But Bernard wasn’t having any. He rejected the elder 

Otis, determined to have someone he knew could be relied 

upon to back the Crown in any case that might come up. 

For him, that meant Hutchinson—despite Hutchinson’s 

disinterest in the post and lack of qualifications. Bernard 

insisted, and Otis be hanged, Hutchinson took the new 

appointment in November 1760.19

When word got back to Otis, he snapped. He certainly 

waivered from time to time, but from that moment on, he 

opposed Bernard and Hutchinson at most every opportu-

nity. And one was quick to arise.

The excitable James Otis, lifelong 
foe of Thomas Hutchinson.
US History Images.
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Chapter 8

Riots

In which our hero struggles through  

the vagaries and vicissitudes of trade,  

while the Stamp Act is foisted upon  

the unsuspecting populace of the American 

colonies, prompting Bostonians to act  

in a manner both violent and shocking,  

giving birth, as it were, to the Sons of Liberty.

The Sugar Act became law in September 1764—new 

costs at a time when revenues were low. Military 

contracts from the recent war had dried up, and troops had 

taken their blow money back to Britain and other parts 

of the empire as they left Boston. Back in 1733 Apollos’s 

finances suffered in the wake of the Molasses Act. The 

same was now true for Paul. It was autumn, and Boston’s 

economy fell like bronzed and coppered leaves. Merchants 

held orders, creditors called debts, bankruptcies spread.1
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Riots

Admiralty, and Comptroller Benjamin Hallowell.21 They 

destroyed the dwellings. Next, Hutchinson’s.

Hutchinson and family poured out the back of the 

house. Through the front doors burst the mob. The invad-

ers spread through the house, destroying or stealing every-

thing within reach. They ripped paintings off the walls, 

battered furniture to splinters, tore down wainscoting, 

A Stamp Act mob in action.
Library of Congress.
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Richard’s adage that lend-

ers have better memories 

than debtors; a merchant 

attached his estate for a 

£10 debt stemming from 

a loan he took out two 

and a half years before 

(when money wasn’t great 

but was better than it was 

in 1765).27

The Sons of Liberty 

had better political victo-

ries than financial. While 

leaders from the several 

colonies met together for the official Stamp Act Congress 

and asserted the right to no taxation without representa-

tion, the Sons led boycotts of British goods, called nonim-

portation, and they staged mock trials against the stamp 

paper from Britain. Their more eloquent members penned 

acidic squibs in newspapers like the Boston Gazette against 

the government. The tactics worked. Patriots won an upset 

in the May elections to the General Court. The Gazette 

demonized thirty-two representatives as “Tools of the 

Governor.” Nearly two-thirds of them were ousted. In their 

place slid radical men like Otis and Adams, and up-and-

comers like John Hancock.28

The flamboyant John Hancock.
Library of Congress.
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Chapter 9

Parties

In which the end of the Stamp Act is celebrated 

by great and common alike, before Paul bends his 

back in his trade again and all merrymaking is  

cut short by a grievous and untimely death.

The Stamp Act was supposed to go into effect in 

November 1765. Because of the sharp and orga-

nized resistance by patriots in Massachusetts and the other 

colonies, it never did. But neither did it officially go away. 

Tensions were high as the crisis remained unresolved.

Life went on. Sometimes in ways good—Frances Revere 

was born 19 February 1766 and baptized just four days 

later.1

And other times in ways bad—including the aggravation 

of a sore Masonic nerve. Here’s what happened: a jagged 

00-01.PaulRevere.indd   81 2/12/10   1:58:24 PM
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Parties

Paul Revere’s engraving of the illuminated obelisk.
Library of Congress.
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Parties

Paul Revere’s engraving of the illuminated obelisk.
Library of Congress.
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Parties

crowd, and he probably heard the eulogy: “friend to lib-

erty both civil and religious.”

To stave off any fading of the reverend’s memory, Revere 

cut an etching of Mayhew. He followed another engraving 

that was published by old family friend Nathaniel Hurd. 

Paul’s creation is not thought a flattering likeness, and 

there’s scant evidence his portrait was widely published, if 

published at all. It might have been cut for more personal 

reasons.15 Perhaps the same mix of grief and admiration 

that produced a string of funeral discourses and elegies by 

both fellow ministers and laity, like the poetic Dr. Benjamin 

Church.16

Mayhew’s sermon “The Snare Broken” was published 

shortly after his death. This from the benediction: “May 

that God, in whom our help has been, continue to pro-

tect us, our rights and 

privileges! May he direct 

our paths thro’ this un-

certain life, and all the 

changes of it; and of his 

infinite mercy in Jesus 

Christ, finally bring us 

all to those peaceful and 

glorious regions, where 

no evil spirits, no wicked 

flowers will come; where 

no snares will be spread 

for us. . . .”17

The grandiloquent Dr. Church.
History Picks.
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Chapter 10

Boycotts

In which the confrontations between the king’s 

customs men and the people of Boston, including 

our hero, increase and intensify,  

while nonimportation is tried and the  

case against taxation is made.

Despite early indications, Revere and Flagg must have 

had some measure of success with their hymnbook 

because by the fall of 1766, they were at it again. For this 

volume Paul only engraved the plates; Flagg shouldered the 

rest of the burden. Titled Sixteen Anthems, the new book 

featured a Christmas hymn:

Born of a maid, a Virgin pure

Born without Sin, from guilt secure1

00-01.PaulRevere.indd   93 2/12/10   1:58:25 PM

99

Boycotts

from greeting them at the docks with an effigy of the devil, 

tagged “Charles”—Townshend or Paxton? Six of one, half 

a dozen of the other—and another labeled “Everybody’s 

Humble Servant & Nobody’s Friend.” Must have been 

Paxton. They followed him, chanting, “Liberty, Property, 

and no Commissioners.”14

But nothing worse than a ribbing occurred.

“Let the persons and properties of our most inveterate 

enemies be safe,” penned Joseph Warren for the Gazette 

after the arrival of Paxton and company. “Let not a hair of 

Patriots tarring and feathering a tax man.
Library of Congress.
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Boycotts

and sat for his own portrait to even the books.32 He cer-

tainly couldn’t have justified spending the outrageous sum 

such a painting would otherwise cost. Other of Copley’s 

subjects could afford it. Not Revere. Even if you didn’t 

know about his finances, you could see it plainly enough. 

Copley’s subjects wore elaborate garments made from the 

finest fabrics. Paul, while wearing a fine vest with gold 

buttons, nonetheless sat in his rough linen shirt at his work-

bench, tools at the ready and holding a gleaming teapot. 

A young Paul Revere by the able hand of portraitist 
John Singleton Copley.
Getty Images.
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Chapter 11

Showdown

In which the patriots count themselves in the 

camp of radicals and the Crown responds by 

military imposition before Governor Bernard  

is knighted and his chapter closed.

London ran even shorter on patience than it did on 

revenues. The British government, through Bernard, 

ordered the Massachusetts General Court to rescind the 

February circular letter that Adams had sent out to all the 

other colonies in opposition to Britain’s claim of taxing 

authority. Suddenly now faced with a direct challenge to its 

own provincial sovereignty, and galvanized by Adams, the 

General Court told Bernard where he could put the order. 

After several days of hot-winded debate, during which 

colonial legislators called the king’s ministers “ignorant, 
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Showdown

started dipping and scribbling, anonymously inking story 

upon story about soldiers abusing the populace, beating 

men, assaulting women, and cursing up a storm. Enough 

of it was true to make an impression—in Boston and in the 

other colonies.13

But the soldiers weren’t all frittering away the hours, 

mugging and molesting and blaspheming. At least not all 

the time. Yes, they raced horses on the Common during 

church and sang frivolous songs as they walked by con-

gregations, but little, awkward relationships and alliances 

formed nonetheless. Some soldiers married Boston girls. 

Others secured jobs around town to supplement their mea-

ger military pay. Some deserted at the leading of the locals. 

Of those who stuck around, some even participated in local 

Masonic concerns.

Portion of Paul Revere’s engraving of the landing of the troops.
Library of Congress.
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Showdown

America’s has fallen off. Britain’s teeters. Behind America, 

ships are dashed in a storm and crashing against the rocks. 

But despite the gloomy scenery, hope beams. At the top 

radiate the words “The Lord God Omnipotent reigneth, 

let the Earth rejoice!” Two angels fly above the darkness. 

Paul Revere’s engraving, “The Lord God Omnipotent 
Reigneth.”
Library of Congress.
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Chapter 13

Massacre

In which the oil-and-water mixture of soldier 

and civilian turns turbulent and spills into bloody 

confrontations at which time our hero engraves  

a shocking scene of horror and shame.

The Boston Gazette reported that the funeral for 

young Christopher Seider would start from his par-

ents’ house “opposite Liberty Tree,” so that “all the friends 

of Liberty may have an opportunity of paying their last 

Respects to the Remains of this little Hero and first martyr 

to the noble Cause. . . .”1 The word martyr comes from 

the Greek word for witness. The title fits a first-century 

Christian chucked to the lions rather than renounce his 

faith. It’s a bit of a stretch to a rabble-rousing kid chucking 

rocks, but patriot leaders like Sam Adams pulled for all 
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Massacre

Crispus Attucks. He was carrying a long stick with which 

he started jabbing White, calling him “lobster,” and saying 

he’d “have one of his claws off.”8

White loaded his firelock.

“The lobster is going to fire,” said a boy in the crowd.

Henry Knox, a local bookseller, walked onto the scene 

and tried to calm matters, but no one seemed to listen. 

Everything was ready to explode.

Captain Thomas Preston enjoyed an evening at the Concert 

Hall. After retiring to his lodgings, he got wind that people 

were harassing one of his sentries in the street by the 

Custom House. He strapped on his sword and made for 

the Main Guard, just up the street from the mob, which, as 

View of King Street, the scene of the Boston Massacre.
Library of Congress.
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It wasn’t Paul’s only work to come from the shooting.

The Boston painter and engraver, Henry Pelham, illus-

trated a detailed picture of the massacre. It’s a large and 

emotionally striking picture that shows redcoats arrayed 

against the people, their guns leveled in a professional man-

ner, the words “Custom House” behind them, over their 

shoulders, establishing the scene. Great blasts of gun smoke 

cloud the scene, the weapons discharged and the order of a 

commander raising his sword. The people are fallen back, 

some down on the ground with wounds issuing blood; 

some helping others; some simply dead. It wasn’t actually 

Paul Revere’s engraving of the Boston Massacre.
Library of Congress.

00-01.PaulRevere.indd   144 2/12/10   1:58:31 PM



157

Chapter 15

Flow

In which our disheartened hero patches together 

his life, courts a fetching new love, while  

the events of fate tax the patriots anew,  

test their resolve, and force  

a destructive hand in Boston Harbor.

Revere wasn’t getting on well.

Professionally he was fine. Within a week of bury-

ing his dear Sarah, he stood at his workbench, engraving 

hat bills and making silver hooks and eyes.1 Money needed 

earning, and memories needed distraction. If diversion 

helped, Paul helped himself.

He was also okay socially. He jumped into civic and 

political life with both boots. The Grand Lodge gave him 

a boost when it ruled against William Burbeck in their 

dispute and suspended him.2 On 18 May Revere joined 
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dred crates of tea in her hold, more than ninety thousand 

pounds of the stuff. The Indians went straight to work. 

They opened the hatches and hoisted the crates to the decks. 

Men with hatchets—crack!—busted them—crack!—open 

and tipped the boxes overboard, one after another after 

another after another. They were at it for two solid hours, 

but by the time they were done, nearly every ounce was 

brewing in the briny bay.

The men were careful not to destroy any other prop-

erty and restored what little damage they did. The entire 

episode was orderly—almost a perfect counterpoint to the 

The Boston Tea Party.
Library of Congress.
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Chapter 16

Express

In which our hero, thrust into a new role, 

becomes known far and wide— 

even in lands across the stormy sea—as the 

messenger of the Revolution, while the  

Crown cracks down with merciless resolve.

Winter weather scowled at travelers. Revere scowled 

right back. To be effective, express riders had to 

be swift. This was Paul’s first time out. He tore up the 

road. Bundled against the rain and the chill winds, he never 

slowed as he made the two-hundred-mile trek past leafless 

birches and naked elms to New York.

He delivered Adam’s epistle to his New York com-

patriots. It contained all the key elements but was short 

on detail. Always up for a story, Paul no doubt filled in 

the gaps.
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Express

Revere returned home to a galvanized city. Parliament’s 

impositions left patriots with the feeling that, as one man 

put it, London could now “d—n us whenever they please,” 

regardless of their guilt.19 Faced with Parliament’s firm 

hand, more than a hundred Boston merchants promised to 

pay for the tea while lobbying the town meeting to submit 

to the Port Act. Nothing doing. The town meeting rejected 

the merchants, backed further boycotts, and defended the 

actions of the Committee of Correspondence. Meanwhile 

Sam Adams ran with the general congress notion and put 

forth a resolution in the General Court for a Continental 

Congress. The General Court signed on; the new body 

would meet in Philadelphia on the first of September.20 

The same day the patriots in the assembly voted for the 

congress, Gage proved the necessity of it. He formally 

dissolved the General 

Court, as Bernard had 

also done. But no one 

went along with it, least 

of all Paul Revere.

In June Revere 

etched a shocking print 

that described what was 

happening to America. 

America is represented as 

a half-disrobed woman 

in a near rape. Held down 

hands and feet by a law-

yer and a “gentleman,” 

The Crown’s enforcer, General Thomas 
Gage.
Library of Congress.
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Chapter 17

Ride!

In which our hero plays spy before General Gage 

makes his move on Lexington and Concord, 

whereupon he sets two lights blazing  

in a high spire before riding to warn his 

compatriots and roust the sleeping countryside  

as dawn breaks on open war.

Paul Revere turned forty on 21 December 1774, just a 

fortnight following the birth of Joshua, his first child 

with new wife, Rachel. The littlest Revere was baptized at 

West Church on the eleventh. Despite the tumults, Paul’s 

engraving, goldsmithing, and dentistry business drew 

almost £121 by year’s end.1 The significance of such per-

sonal milestones and professional achievements, however, 

changed now that Boston was in the wrench of General 

Gage and his soldiers.
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Common, an unpopulated stretch of scrubland, salt marshes, 

and clay pits between the Charles and Mystic rivers.17

Before he’d cleared the Common, Revere saw them—

two riders in long, blue cloaks at a squeeze point in the 

road, shrouded in pitchy shadows of an overhanging tree. 

Paul was nearly on them before he realized. “I was near 

enough to see their Holsters, and cockades,” he said. Out 

Paul Revere on horseback, waking up the countryside.
Library of Congress.
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Ride!

The Battle at Lexington.
Library of Congress.
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Chapter 18

Betrayal

In which the patriots are exiled in  

their own lands and rally against  

the redcoats, while our hero is rejoined by  

his dear wife and family as the treachery  

of the Revolution’s first Judas is exposed.

When Revere arrived at Hastings House in Cambridge, 

Joseph Warren was already there. The Committee 

of Safety was now meeting at the house, and Warren, 

president of the body, had work for his friend Paul. “He 

engaged me as a Messinger,” Paul recounted, “to do the 

out of doors business for that committee.”1 The gig paid 

four shillings a day.2

Benjamin Church, who’d been at the Provincial Congress, 

was there as well and showed Paul blood splatters on his 

socks, “which he said spirited on him from a Man who 
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Betrayal

The money Paul printed was used in large part to fund the 

war effort, particularly to pay the soldiers who were staked 

out around Boston for the siege. The Brits were holed up 

inside the town like rats in a tight corner. Their only chance 

at this point was to strike out and gain strategic positions 

south in Dorchester and north in Charlestown. If they 

could manage that, the redcoats stood a fighting chance. 

If not, the colonists could swoop into the same places and 

Joseph Warren before the battle at Breed’s 
Hill.
Library of Congress.
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After the arrest, the betrayal was all the buzz. Hadn’t he 

palled around with one British officer, Captain Price, and 

often dined with customs man John Robinson? Revere ran 

into Deacon Caleb Davis, who was in Boston the morn-

ing Church so bravely went into town “at all adventures.” 

Davis didn’t know about Price and Robinson, but he knew 

about a far more treacherous relation. Davis had busi-

ness at the house of General Gage. When Davis arrived, 

Gage was already in a meeting. Davis waited for about a 

half hour, when who should appear? “General Gage and 

Dr. Church came out of a Room, discoursing together, like 

persons who had been long aquainted,” as Revere related 

his conversation with Davis. Church was taken aback by 

seeing Davis, who said that Church seemed to go “where 

he pleased, while in Boston, only a Major Caine, one of 

Painting of the misnamed Battle of Bunker Hill.
Library of Congress.
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Chapter 19

Waiting

In which our hero fails to catch a break but ends 

up putting his frustrated talents to many good 

and profitable uses, including the making of 

gunpowder and cannon, while the war drags on.

The disaster at Breed’s Hill and the tragic death of 

Joseph Warren owed in part to the patriots’ lack of 

gunpowder. Never again.

Since the earliest days of settlement, Americans imported 

their powder from Britain. But now with a full-scale revo-

lution under way, that was over. Patriots in Massachusetts 

turned to their jack-of-all-trades Paul Revere to solve the 

problem. Paul had engraved an illustration for the Royal 

American Magazine the prior year showing two men busy 

with the task of refining potassium nitrate, or saltpeter, the 
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State service left Paul wanting. He wrote several patriot 

leaders about a position in the Continental army. He was 

refused on every attempt. The disappointment cut him right 

to the core. In April 1777 he wrote to his friend John Lamb, 

“I did expect before this to have been in the Continental 

Army, but do assure you, I have never been take notice 

off, by those whom I thought my friends, am obliged to be 

contented in this State’s service.”15 Some months later, Sam 

Adams wrote Revere a condescending letter (basically con-

firming his complaint), saying that while “the Ambition of 

the Soldier is laudable . . . may it not be indulgd to Excess?” 

He said that he’d do everything he could do to get Paul a 

better post, but that he “should not lose the Sentiments 

of the Patriot” and serve where the “publick Good” was 

best served.16 Paul was, of course, already doing so and 

Engraving of Castle Island, on which Paul Revere spent much of his war.
Library of Congress.
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Chapter 20

Penobscot

In which our hero finally finds his shining 

moment to apply his martial skills to the  

service and benefit of his country, only to  

discover that fate steers both ships and men  

in trajectories of tumult and tragedy for its  

own grim and indiscernible pleasures.

It wasn’t easy or cheap, but the Bay Colony assembled a 

massive fleet. There  were twenty-one sloops and schoo-

ners to transport men and eighteen armed vessels, including 

the Warren, the Hazard, and the aptly named Tyrannicide, 

thirty-nine ships in all. By Revere’s counting, the armed 

ships sported 308 guns of various sizes, mostly 9-, 6-, and 

4-pounders (cannons that shot iron balls of those weights). 

The Warren, commanded by the naval officer in charge of 

the ships and sailors, Commodore Dudley Saltonstall, had 
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first take neighboring Bank’s Island and a small British bat-

tery there. It was an ideal place to mount guns and fire upon 

the three British ships in the harbor and push them back up 

the harbor, which would make an easier job of landing the 

men on Bagaduce. They made their move. A detachment of 

marines, militia, and artillerymen landed and, with the 

help of one of Revere’s fieldpieces, took the island.14 Fol-

lowing action, Revere offloaded his two 18-pounders, his 

12-pounder, and his second howitzer. Despite lousy weather, 

marines, sailors, and militiamen worked all night getting the 

fortifications in place. Revere’s men positioned the cannons 

Artillery equipment with which Paul Revere would have been familiar and 
put to use in the Penobscot Expedition.
Library of Congress.
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first take neighboring Bank’s Island and a small British bat-

tery there. It was an ideal place to mount guns and fire upon 

the three British ships in the harbor and push them back up 

the harbor, which would make an easier job of landing the 

men on Bagaduce. They made their move. A detachment of 

marines, militia, and artillerymen landed and, with the 

help of one of Revere’s fieldpieces, took the island.14 Fol-

lowing action, Revere offloaded his two 18-pounders, his 

12-pounder, and his second howitzer. Despite lousy weather, 

marines, sailors, and militiamen worked all night getting the 

fortifications in place. Revere’s men positioned the cannons 

Artillery equipment with which Paul Revere would have been familiar and 
put to use in the Penobscot Expedition.
Library of Congress.
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Penobscot

said Paul, “for he did not think it possible with what men 

he had, to storm the Enemy’s forts.” While he sent men to 

retrieve the cannons, he made preparations for the landing 

of the guns on Bagaduce. The following morning the oper-

ation was in full swing. Men brought the cannons down 

from Bank’s, and on Bagaduce, Revere set carpenters to 

work hacking a road out of the brush so the guns could be 

hauled up to the summit and trained on the enemy fort.22

Artillerists at work.
Library of Congress.
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Chapter 21

Founding

In which our hero, fresh from restoring  

his good name, launches again into the  

uncertain and choppy waters of commerce 

and industry only to succeed in ways beyond 

reckoning, establishing himself as one of  

the new nation’s first industrialists.

It was easy to see that the teapots were different.

With tea embodying so much of the patriot struggle 

over taxation, regulation, and legislative nosiness, it’s no 

surprise that the market for teapots dropped off after the 

Boston Tea Party. Revere doesn’t seem to have even made 

any until almost a decade later when he crafted vessels 

in 1782 for cousin Thomas Hitchborn and Stephen and 

Isannah Bruce. By then the reason for abstaining was gone, 

and tea drinking came back in a big way. But unlike the 

bulbous designs he learned from his father, these teapots 
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out a dizzying number of 

plated objects.8 What’s 

more, he experimented 

with new designs, con-

stantly adjusting style 

and technique to match 

or anticipate customer 

demand. He even traded 

a bit on his reputation as 

a horseman by crafting 

solid silver and plated 

tack and gear like stir-

rups and bridle buckles.9

All this while the 

Massachusetts economy 

was in a slump. Exports were a quarter in 1786 of what 

they’d been in 1774, but that didn’t stop Revere.10

As his financial situation improved, so did the lot of his 

children. His older children, like daughters Deborah and 

Frances and son Paul Jr., all married in the 1780s and gave 

Paul and Rachel a string of grandchildren in quick succes-

sion. And Paul and Rachel were far from finished; they 

had five more children in the same period. The younger 

children did not receive the same writing school education 

their father did; they were sent to Latin schools, just as 

Paul’s “betters” were when he was a boy. And Paul, son 

of a French refugee, was later able to send Joseph Warren 

Paul Revere with his wars behind him 
and his future ahead.
Library of Congress.
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