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Religion is the invention of the devil. The world 
has taken out the patent. We humans have mortgaged our 
souls to buy the product, and we think we’ve gotten a good 
deal. “Religion is the most dangerous energy source known to 
humankind,” says Eugene Peterson in his introduction to the 
prophecy of Amos in The Message. 

In the aftermath of World War II, politicians campaigned 
on their vision of prosperity: two cars in every garage, a chick-
en in every pot. Since Eden, the devil’s landslide victory—he’s 
won every vote but one—has been carried by the slogan “Reli-
gion in every soul.” His message was enticing. Live smart. Your 
life can work. Unlike the politicians, he’s produced. Or at least 
he’s made it look as though he has.

Thanks to Satan, we all enter life with a proud, natural 
passion. It’s his legacy to us, through Adam. We want to do 

move In for A Closer look

6

Recognizing Religion As the Real Enemy
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And the central point of SoulTalk is to awaken and nour-
ish the first-thing desire until the passion for God becomes 
consuming, the ruling passion of the soul, stronger than every 
other desire. That is spiritual formation.

When someone shares a journeying reality, a part of his or her 
experience that person feels safe in making known to you, don’t 
run, don’t try to fix anything, and don’t quickly refer. Instead, think 
beneath. The following sketch depicts what I’ve been saying.

Someone shares a 
journeying reality.

Think beneath
to the 

REAL POWER.

Think beneath
to the

REAL BATTLE.

Supernatural Life Is in You.

The Battle of 
Competing Desires:
What desire rules in 
this person’s soul? To enjoy the 

presence of  
God right now?

To enjoy the 
blessings of 
this world?
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We may be on the front edge of a spiritual revolution. 
The Spirit speaks quietly, most often in the souls of unnoticed 
people, to do his mightiest work. Revolutions begin in coffee 
shops and living rooms, not in stadiums.

The foundation has been laid. People in the Christian 
church all over the world are awakening to the realization that 
three divine Persons are throwing a party, and they have invited 
us to know them, to party with them, and to live our lives on 
earth with their energy.

We are discovering the deep yearning in our soul to know 
our real Father. We feel a strange pull to follow a leader who 
is invisible to us, a Savior who demands absolute loyalty, who 
promises suffering if we follow him, and who sends us into 
mortal combat with no weapons we can see. And we actually 
believe a divine Person lives inside us, as surely as our human 
neighbor lives next-door.

Big Doors Swing on Small Hinges
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THE DANCE OF SOULTALK
Someone you love tells you about something 
going on in his/her life

1. THINK BENEATH: Don’t speak quickly. 
Think about the battle between religion and 
Christianity. Is this person more aware of his/her 
desire for blessings or desire for God?

3. THINK PASSION: 
How are you right now 
self-obsessed? Feel it, 
confess it to God, and 
let brokenness put you 
in touch with your true 
desire to love this person.

2. THINK VISION: Re-
flect on how this person 
would be talking about 
his/her life if he/she 
wanted God more than his 
blessings. What would it 
mean for this person’s life 
to not be wasted?

4. THINK STORY:  Listen 
with transcendent curiosity to 
hear the hidden story of fear 
and shame and to hear shaping 
events that directed this person 
away from God in order to 
find life. Ask lots of questions. 
Be stingy with advice.

5. THINK MOVEMENT:  
Pay close attention to any 
movement toward brokenness. 
Then put words to repentance, 
encourage specific acts of trust, 
share your confidence in God, 
and celebrate release of the per-
son’s true self.
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