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C H A P T E R   I

TWO QUESTIONS 
ASKED

Me with Edna Adan Ismail at the Washington, D.C., conference where I first 
met her
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The All About Me book I made in Mrs. Rutledge’s class
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THE BEGINNING 
FOR ME
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Me with Dr. Strahlendorf at Texas Tech University. I was likely very 
nervous.
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Me with my science board
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C H A P T E R   6

UNKNOWN IS THE 
NEW FAME

Me working in the kitchen on the Mercy Ships
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C H A P T E R   7

SOLIDARITY AND 
SNEAKING IN

Me with Dr. Farmer after chuckling and then tearing up about 
his book signatures and words—In solidarity
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C H A P T E R   I 2

TO BE YOU

Me fangirling with Dr. Tedros, president of the World 
Health Organization
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Me with Dr. Henry Rice at the United Nations meetings on universal health 
coverage
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A GARDEN

My garden of abundance during my sabbath year, 2022
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Me writing as a little girl
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R E S O U R C E  L I S T

TOP 10(ISH) BOOKS

Go to my website (https://emilysmith.substack.com) to see the 
full list of books I update periodically. Here are my top 10(ish) 

books, in alphabetical order. 
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New York: Norton, 2022.

Griffin, Michael, and Jennie Weiss Block, eds. In the Company of 
the Poor: Conversations with Dr. Paul Farmer and Fr. Gustavo 
Gutiérrez. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 2013.

Hochschild, Adam. King Leopold’s Ghost: A Story of Greed, Terror, 
and Heroism in Colonial Africa. New York: Mariner, 1998.

Ismail, Edna Adan. A Woman of Firsts: The Midwife Who Changed 
the World. London: HQ , 2019.

Kendi, Ibram X. How to Be an Antiracist. New York: One World, 
2019.

Kidder, Tracy. Mountains beyond Mountains: The Quest of Dr. 
Paul Farmer, a Man Who Would Cure the World. New York: 
Delacorte, 2013.
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McCaulley, Esau. Reading While Black: African American Biblical 
Interpretation as an Exercise in Hope. Downers Grove, IL: IVP 
Academic, 2020.

Mirza, Fatima Farheen. A Place for Us. New York: SPJ Hogarth, 
2018.

Nayeri, Daniel. Everything Sad Is Untrue (A True Story). New 
York: Levine Querido, 2020.

Shilts, Randy. And the Band Played On: Politics, People, and the 
AIDS Epidemic. New York: St. Martin’s, 1987.

Tisby, Jemar. The Color of Compromise: The Truth about the 
American Church’s Complicity in Racism. Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 2019.

Washington, Harriet A. Medical Apartheid: The Dark History of 
Medical Experimentation on Black Americans from Colonial 
Times to the Present. New York: Doubleday, 2006.

For a full list of my scientific articles, please visit my website 
or the National Library of Medicine website at www.ncbi.nlm.nih​
.gov/myncbi/emily.smith.9/bibliography/public.


