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CHAPTER 1

WHAT IS CLASSICAL
APOLOGETICS?

STUDY QUESTIONS

1. What is apologetics and what Scriptures support it?

2. What is distinctive about classical apologetics?

3. What is natural theology?

4. What are the biblical texts that support natural theology?

SUGGESTED READING

Fesko, J. V. Reforming Apologetics: Retrieving the Classic Reformed Approach to
Defending the Faith. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2019.

Forest, Benjamin, Josh Chatraw, Alister McGrath, eds. The History of Apologetics:
A Biographical and Methodological Introduction. Grand Rapids: Zondervan
Academic, 2020.

Gerstner, John H., Arthur W. Lindsley, and R. C. Sproul. Classical Apologetics.
Grand Rapids: Zondervan Academic, 1984.

Groothuis, Douglas. Christian Apologetics: A Comprehensive Case for Biblical Faith.
2nd ed. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2022.

Holmes, Arthur. Contours of a Worldview. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1983.

Moreland, J. P. Kingdom Triangle: Recover the Christian Mind, Renovate the Soul,
Restore the Spirit’s Power. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2007.
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Schaeffer, Francis. The God Who Is There. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2020.

. True Spiritualiry. Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House, 2001.

Sire, James. The Universe Next Door: A Basic Worldview Catalog. 6th ed. Downers
Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2020.

Wright, N. T. History and Eschatology: Jesus and the Promise of Natural Theology.
The 2018 Gifford Lectures. Waco, TX: Baylor University Press, 2019.



CHAPTER 2

THEOLOGICAL OBJECTIONS
TO APOLOGETICS

STUDY QUESTIONS

1. Which of the theological objections to apologetics do you find
compelling, if any? Why?

2. Discuss any objections to apologetics not mentioned in this
chapter and respond to them logically and biblically.

3. If someone thinks apologetics is unbiblical, how might this
affect their witness and spiritual life?

SUGGESTED READING

Bailey, Kenneth E. Paul through Mediterranean Eyes: Cultural Studies in
1 Corinthians. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2011.

Barrett, Justin L. Born Believers: The Science of Children’s Religious Belief. New
York: Free Press, 2012.

Brunner, Emil, and Karl Barth. Natural Theology Comprising “Nature and Grace”
by Professor Dr. Emil Brunner and the Reply “No!” by Dr. Karl Barth.
Translated by Peter Fraenkel. London: Centenary, 1946.

Copan, Paul, and Kevin D. Litwak. The Gospel in the Marketplace of Ideas: Paul’s
Mars Hill Experience for Our Pluralistic World. Downers Grove, IL: [IVP
Academic, 2014.



Craig, William Lane. Reasonable Faith: Christian Truth and Apologetics. 3rd ed.
Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2008.

Edgar, William K., and K. Scott Oliphint, eds. Christian Apologetics Past and Present:
A Primary Source Reader. Vol. 2, From 1500. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2011.

Griffiths, Paul J. An Apology for Apologetics: A Study in the Logic of Interreligious
Dialogue. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 1991.

Groothuis, Douglas. On Jesus. Wadsworth Philosophers Series. Belmont, CA:
Wadsworth/Thomson Learning, 2003.

. Truth Decay: Defending Christianity against the Challenges of Postmodernism.
Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2000.

Guinness, Os. Fool's Talk: Recovering the Art of Christian Persuasion. Downers
Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2015.

Haddad, Jonah. Insanity: God and the Theory of Knowledge. Eugene, OR: Wipf
and Stock, 2013.

Henry, Carl F. H. God, Revelation and Authority, Volume I1: God Who Speaks
and Shows: Fifteen Theses, Part One. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 1999.

Koukl, Gregory. Tactics: A Game Plan for Discussing Your Christian Convictions.
10th Anniversary ed. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2019.

McDermott, Gerald R. Can Evangelicals Learn from World Religions? Jesus,
Revelation & Religious Traditions. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2000.

Moreland, J. P. The Soul: How We Know It’s Real and Why It Matters. Chicago:
Moody, 2014.

Moreland, J. P., and Garrett DeWeese. Philosophy Made Slightly Less Difficult:
A Beginner’s Guide to Life’s Big Questions. 2nd ed. Downers Grove, IL: IVP
Academic, 2021.

Nash, Ronald. Worldviews in Conflict: Choosing Christianity in a World of Ideas.
Grand Rapids: Zondervan Academic, 1992.

Netland, Harold. Christianity and Religious Diversity. Grand Rapids: Baker
Academic, 2015.

. Encountering Religious Pluralism: The Challenge to Christian Faith and
Mission. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2001.

Penner, Myron B. ed. Christianity and the Postmodern Turn: Six Views. Grand
Rapids: Brazos, 2005.

Rowe, C. Kavin. World Upside Down. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010.

Shepardson, Andrew 1. Who's Afraid of the Unmoved Mover? Postmodernism and
Natural Theology. Eugene, OR: Pickwick, 2019.

Sire, James W. The Universe Next Door: A Basic Worldview Catalog. 6th ed.
Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2020.



CHAPTER 3

PHILOSOPHICAL OBJECTIONS
TO APOLOGETICS

STUDY QUESTIONS

1. Explain the difference between a philosophical objection to
apologetics and a theological objection to apologetics.

2. Do you find any of the objections cogent? If so, why?

3. Might there be other philosophical objections to apologetics

that are worth considering?

SUGGESTED READING

Clark, Gordon. The Johannine Logos. 2nd ed. Unicoi, TN: Trinity Foundation,
1989.

Corduan, Winfried. In the Beginning God: A Fresh Look at the Case for Original
Monotheism. Nashville: B&H Academic, 2013.

Dawkins, Richard. The God Delusion. New York: Mariner, 2006.

Gould, Stephen Jay. Rocks of Ages: Science and Religion in the Fullness of Life.
New York: Ballentine, 1999.

Groothuis, Douglas. “To Prove or Not to Prove? Pascal on Natural Theology.”
PhD diss., University of Oregon, 1993.

Henry, Carl F. H. God, Revelation, and Authority. 6 vols. Wheaton, IL, Crossway,
1976-83. Vol. 3, thesis 9, “The Mediating Logos.”



Holland, Tom. Dominion: How the Christian Revolution Remade the World. New
York: Basic Books, 2019.

Hume, David. Dialogues and Natural History of Religion. Edited by J. C. A.
Gaskin. Oxford World’s Classics. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998.

Jaki, Stanley. The Savior of Science. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000.

Lewontin, Richard. “Billions and Billions of Demons.” New York Review of Books,
January 9, 1997.

Manning, Russell Re, ed. The Oxford Handbook of Natural Theology. Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2013.

Mavrodes, George. “Some Puzzles concerning Omnipotence.” Philosophical
Review 72, no. 2 (1963): 221-23.

Meyer, Stephen C. Return of the God Hypothesis: Three Scientific Discoveries
That Reveal the Mind behind the Universe. New York: HarperOne, 2021.

__ . The Signature in the Cell. New York: HarperOne, 2009.

Moreland, J. P. Scaling the Secular City: A Defense of Christianiry. Grand Rapids:
Baker, 1987.
Moreland, J. P., and William Lane Craig. Philosophical Foundations for a
Christian Worldview. 2nd ed. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2017.
Moreland, J. P, et al. Theistic Evolution: A Scientific, Philosophical, and Theological
Critique. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2017.

Nash, Ronald H. The Concept of God. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Academic, 1983.

. Faith and Reason: Searching for a Rational Faith. Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 1988.

Sennett, James, and Douglas Groothuis, eds. In Defense of Natural Theology.
Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2005.

Shepardson, Andrew 1. Who's Afraid of the Unmoved Mover? Postmodernism and
Natural Theology. Eugene, OR: Pickwick, 2019.

Stark, Rodney. The Victory of Reason: How Christianity Led to Freedom,
Capitalism, and Western Success. New York: Random House, 2005.

Swinburne, Richard. Is There a God? New York: Oxford University Press, 1996.



CHAPTER 4

THE COSMOLOGICAL
ARGUMENT

STUDY QUESTIONS

1. What is the basic idea of a cosmological argument that unites
all the various versions of this argument?

2. Which version of the cosmological argument trades on
scientific theories, and how does it do so?

3. How does the principle of sufficient reason cosmological

argument differ from the kalam cosmological argument?

SUGGESTED READING

Craig, William Lane. The Kalam Cosmological Argument. Eugene, OR: Wipf and
Stock, 2000.

Craig, William Lane, and James D. Sinclair. “The Kalam Cosmological Argument.”
In The Blackwell Companion to Natural Theology, edited by William Lane
Craig and J. P. Moreland. Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell, 2009.

Davies, Brian. Thinking about God. Eugene, OR: Wipf and Stock, 2010.

“A Debate on the Existence of God.” In Bertrand Russell, Bertrand Russell on
God and Religion, edited by Al Seckel. New York: Prometheus, 1986.

Geisler, Norman. Thomas Aquinas: An Evangelical Appraisal. Eugene, OR: Wipf
and Stock, 2003.
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Groothuis, Douglas. Christian Apologetics: A Comprehensive Case for Biblical
Faith. 2nd ed. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2022.

. “Jean-Paul Sartre and the Resurgence of Existentialism.” Christian
Research Journal 40, no. 4 (2017). https://www.equip.org/article/jean-paul
-sartre-and-the-resurgence-of-existentialism.

. “Metaphysical Implications of Cosmological Arguments.” In In Defense of
Natural Theology, edited by James Sennett and Douglas Groothuis. Downers
Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2005.

___ . Philosophy in Seven Sentences: A Small Introduction to a Vast Topic. Downers
Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2016.

. “To Prove or Not to Prove? Pascal on Natural Theology.” PhD diss.,
University of Oregon, 1993.

Hijab, Mohammed. Kalam Cosmological Arguments. S.A.L.A.M. Publications, 2019.

Koons, Robert. “A New Look at the Cosmological Argument.” American
Philosophical Quarterly 34 (1997).

Mackie, J. L. The Miracle of Theism. Oxford: Clarendon, 1982.

Meyer, Stephen C. Return of the God Hypothesis: Three Scientific Discoveries
That Reveal the Mind behind the Universe. New York: HarperOne, 2021.
Moreland, J. P. Scaling the Secular City: A Defense of Christianity. Grand Rapids:

Baker, 1987.

Pascal, Blaise. Pensées. New York: Penguin, 2017. Kindle edition.

Schaeffer, Francis A. A Christian Manifesto. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 1981.

. How Should We Then Live? The Rise and Decline of Western Thought and
Culture. LAbri 50th Anniversary ed. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2009. Kindle
edition.

Siniscalchi, Glenn B. “Contemporary Trends in Atheistic Criticism of Thomistic
Natural Theology,” Heythrop Journal 59 (2018): 689-706.

Sire, James W. “Existentialism.” In The Universe Next Door: A Basic Worldview
Catalog by James W. Sire. 6th ed. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2020.

Vilenkin, Alexander. Many Worlds in One World: The Search for Other
Universes. New York: Hill and Wang, 2006.



CHAPTER 5

THE ONTOLOGICAL
ARGUMENT

STUDY QUESTIONS

1. How does the ontological argument differ from cosmological
arguments?

2. Do you think the God of the ontological argument is too
abstract to be identical to the God of the Bible?

3. Sometimes people claim the ontological argument is illicit
because it simply posits an idea of God as existing without
giving a real argument. Respond to this charge.

SUGGESTED READING

Anselm of Canterbury. The Major Works: Including Monologion, Proslogion, and
Why God Became Man. Oxford World’s Classics. Edited by Brian Davies and
G. R. Evans. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998.

Craig, William Lane. “Richard Dawkins on Arguments for God.” In God Is Great,
God Is Good: Why Believing in God Is Responsible and Reasonable, edited
by William Lane Craig and Chad Meister. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity,
2009.

Dawkins, Richard. The God Delusion. New York: Houghton Mifflin, 2006.
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Groothuis, Douglas. Christian Apologetics: A Comprehensive Case for Biblical Faith.
2nd ed. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2022.

Kant, Immanuel. The Critique of Pure Reason. Translated by Norman Kemp Smith.
London: Macmillan, 1929.

Kinnaman, David, with Aly Hawkins. You Lost Me: Why Young Christians Are
Leaving Church . . . and Rethinking Faith. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2011.

Moreland, J. P. Scientism and Secularism: Learning to Respond to a Dangerous
Ideology. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2018.

Nagasawa, Yujin, The Existence of God: A Philosophical Introduction. London:
Routledge, 2011.

. Maximal God: A New Defence of Perfect Being Theism. New York: Oxford
University Press, 2017.

Plantinga, Alvin. God and Other Minds: A Study of the Rational Justification of
Belief in God. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1967.

. God, Freedom, and Evil. New York: Harper Torchbooks, 1974.

_, ed. The Ontological Argument: From St. Anselm to Contemporary
Philosophers. New York: Anchor Books, 1965.



CHAPTER 6

THE MORAL ARGUMENT

STUDY QUESTIONS

1. What is the basic two-stage approach to the moral argument?

2. What are the best arguments against relativism, and why must
relativism be defeated for the moral argument to work?

3. How do you respond to the question “But what makes God good”?

SUGGESTED READING

Ambrose, Stephen A. Band of Brothers: E Company, 501st Regiment, 101st Airborne
from Normandy to Hitler’s Eagle’s Nest. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2001.

Bridges, J. Thomas. “A Moderate-Realist Perspective on God and Abstract
Objects,” in Philosophia Christi 17, no. 2 (2015): 277-83.

Craig, William Lane. “God and Abstract Objects.” Philosophia Christi 17, no. 2
(2015): 269-76.

Craig, William Lane, and Sam Harris. Sam Harris v William Lane Craig Debate
“Is the Foundation of Morality Natural or Supernatural?” University of
Notre Dame, April 7, 2011. Transcript available at http://www.mandm.org
.nz/2011/05/transcript-sam-harris-v-william-lane-craig-debate-“is-good-from
-god”.html.

Craig, William Lane, and Erik Wielenberg. A Debate on God and Morality: What
Is the Best Account of Objective Moral Values and Duties? Edited by Adam
Lloyd Johnson. New York: Routledge, 2021.

Damer, T. Edward. Attacking Faulty Reasoning: A Practical Guide to Fallacy-Free
Arguments. 7th ed. Boston: Cengage Learning, 2012.
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Groothuis, Douglas. Philosophy in Seven Sentences: A Small Introduction to a Vast
Topic. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2016.

. Walking through Twilight: A Wife’s Illness—A Philosopher’s Lament.
Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2017.

Harris, Sam. The Moral Landscape: How Science Can Determine Human Values.
New York: Free Press, 2010.

Howard-Snyder, Daniel. “God, Evil, and Suffering.” In Reason for the Hope Within,
edited by Michael J. Murray. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996.

Hume, David. “Dialogues concerning Natural Religion.” In Dialogues and Natural
History of Religion, edited by J. C. A. Gaskin. Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 1993.

Kurtz, Paul. Forbidden Fruit: The Ethics of Humanism. New York: Prometheus, 1988.

Lewis, C. S. The Abolition of Man (or Reflections on Education with Special
Reference to the Teaching of English in the Upper Forms of Schools). New York:
HarperOne, 1944.

. Mere Christianity. San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 1952.

Linshi, Jack. “Here’s What Stephen Fry Would Say to God.” Time, February 1, 2015.
https://time.com/3691225/stephen-fry-god.

Moreland, J. P., and William Lane Craig. Philosophical Foundations for a Christian
Worldview. 2nd ed. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2017.

Plantinga, Alvin. Where the Conflict Really Lies: Science, Religion, and Naturalism.
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011.

Pojman, Louis P., ed. Moral Philosophy. 3rd ed. Cambridge, MA: Hackett, 2008.

Rowe, William. “The Evidential Argument from Evil: A Second Look.” In
The Evidential Argument from Evil, edited by Daniel Howard-Snyder.
Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1996.

Ruse, Michael. The Darwinian Paradigm: Essays on Its History, Philosophy, and
Religious Implications. London: Routledge, 1989.

Shepardson, Andrew 1. Who's Afraid of the Unmoved Mover? Eugene, OR: Pickwick,
2019.

Sire, James W. The Universe Next Door: A Basic Worldview Catalog. 6th ed.
Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2020.

Tennent, Timothy C. Christianity at the Religious Roundtable: Evangelicalism
in Conversation with Hinduism, Buddhism, and Islam. Grand Rapids: Baker
Academic, 2002.

Van Inwagen, Peter. “Did God Create Shapes?” Philosophia Christi 17, no. 2
(2015): 285-90.

Wielenberg, Erik J. “In Defense of Non-Natural, Non-Theistic Moral Realism.”
Faith and Philosophy 26, no. 1 (January 2009).

. Robust Ethics: The Metaphysics and Epistemology of Godless Normative
Realism. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014.



CHAPTER 7

THE ARGUMENT
FROM DESIGN

STUDY QUESTIONS

1. Why might the argument from beauty have more existential
punch than the fine-tuning argument?

2. How do we know the universe is fine-tuned for life?

w

. Would life on other planets refute the fine-tuning argument?
4. How do we address the skeptic’s response, “Who designed the
Designer?”

SUGGESTED READING

Adamson, Donald. Blaise Pascal: Mathematician, Physicist and Thinker about God.
New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1995.

Axe, Douglas. Undeniable: How Biology Confirms Our Intuition That Life Is
Designed. New York: HarperOne, 2016.

Behe, Michael. Darwin’s Black Box: The Biochemical Challenge to Evolution. 2nd ed.
New York: Free Press, 2006.

. A Mousetrap for Darwin: Michael J. Behe Responds to His Critics. Seattle,
WA: Discovery Institute, 2020.

Darwin, Charles. The Life and Letters of Charles Darwin. Edited by Francis
Darwin. 1897. Repr., Boston: Elibron, 2005.
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. The Origin of Species. 189. London: Langham, 1859. Facsimile available at
“The Complete Works of Charles Darwin Online,” Darwin Online. http://
darwin-online.org.uk/.

Dawkins, Richard. The Blind Watchmaker. New York: Norton, 1986.

__. River Out of Eden. New York: Basic Books, 1996.

Denton, Michael. Evolution: A Theory in Crisis. 3rd ed. New York: Adler and
Adler, 2002.

. Evolution: Still A Theory in Crisis. Seattle, WA: Discovery Institute, 2016.

Dillard, Annie. Holy the Firm. New York: HarperCollins e-books. Kindle edition.

Gish, Duane. Evolution: The Fossils Still Say No! California: Institute for Creation
Research, 1985.

Gonzales, Guillermo, and J. Wesley Richards. Privileged Planet. Washington, DC:
Regnery Gateway, 2020.

Gould, Stephen Jay. “Evolution’s Erratic Pace.” Natural History 86 (1977).

Groothuis, Douglas, Christian Apologetics: A Comprehensive Case for Biblical Faith,
2nd ed. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2022.

. On Pascal. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 2003.

. Truth Decay. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2000.

Hawking, Stephen. The Grand Design. New York: Bantam, 2012.

Hunter, Cornelius. Darwin’s God: Evolution and the Problem of Evil. Eugene, OR:
Wipf and Stock, 2019.

McGrath, Alister. A Theory of Everything (That Matters): A Brief Guide to
Einstein, Relativity, and His Surprising Thoughts on God. Carol Stream, IL:
Tyndale, 2019.

Meyer, Stephen C. Return of the God Hypothesis: Three Scientific Discoveries
That Reveal the Mind behind the Universe. New York: HarperOne, 2021.

. The Signature in the Cell. New York: HarperOne, 20009.

Moreland, J. P. Scientism and Secularism: Learning to Respond to a Dangerous
Ideology. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2018.

Morris, Henry. Scientific Creationism. 2nd ed. Green Forest, AR: Master Books,
1974.

Pascal, Blaise. Pensées. New York: Penguin, 2017. Kindle edition, 66.

Russell, Bertrand. “A Free Man’s Worship.” Bertrand Russell Society, 1996.
https://www3.nd.edu/~afreddos/courses/264/fmw.htm.

Sagan, Carl. Cosmos. New York: Ballentine, 2013.

Schaeffer, Francis. He Is There and He Is Not Silent. Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale
House. Kindle edition.

. How Should We Then Live? The Rise and Decline of Western Thought and
Culture. LAbri 50th Anniversary ed. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2009. Kindle
edition, locs. 1654-55.

Scruton, Roger. Beauty: A Very Short Introduction. Very Short Introductions.
New York: Oxford University Press. Kindle edition.
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Wigner, Thomas Eugene, “The Unreasonable Effectiveness of Mathematics,”
Communications in Pure and Applied Mathematics 13, no. 1 (February
1960). https://www.maths.ed.ac.uk/~vlranick/papers/wigner.pdf.

Woodward, Thomas, Doubts about Darwin: A History of Intelligent Design.
Grand Rapids: Baker, 2007.



CHAPTER 8

THE BIBLE’S
TRUSTWORTHINESS

STUDY QUESTIONS

1. Why is it important for apologetics to argue for the Bible’s
reliability?

2. Must we argue for the inerrancy of the Bible to do good
apologetics? Explain your answer.

3. What are the basic logical stages in defending the reliability of
the Bible?

4. How do you respond to the allegation that since the Bible

contains miracle claims, it cannot be true?

SUGGESTED READING

Armstrong, Karen. The Case for God. New York: Knopf, 2009.

Biran, Avraham. “‘David’ Found at Dan.” Biblical Archaeology Review 20, no. 2
(1994). https://www-baslibrary-org.dtl.idm.oclc.org/biblical-archaeology
-review/20/2/1.

Blomberg, Craig. Can We Still Believe the Bible? An Evangelical Engagement with
Contemporary Questions. Grand Rapids: Brazos, 2014.

. The Historical Reliability of the New Testament: Countering the
Challenges to Evangelical Christian Beliefs. Nashville: B&H Academic, 2016.
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Brotzman, Ellis R. Old Testament Textual Criticism: A Practical Introduction, 58.
Grand Rapids: Baker, 1994.

Cargil, Robert R. “First Person: Was Pontius Pilate’s Ring Discovered at Herodium?”
Biblical Archaeology Review 45, no. 2 (March/April 2019). https://www
-baslibrary-org.dtl.idm.oclc.org/biblical-archaeology-review/45/2/7.

Carson, D. A., and Douglas J. Moo. Introduction to the New Testament, 267.
Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2005.

“The Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy” (1978). https://www.etsjets.org
/files/documents/Chicago_Statement.pdf.

Cook, John Granger. “Crucifixion and Burial.” New Testament Studies 57, no. 2
(April 2011): 203.

Copan, Paul A. Is God a Moral Monster? Making Sense of the Old Testament God.
Grand Rapids: Baker, 2011, 139.

Crossan, John Dominic. Jesus: A Revolutionary Biography. San Francisco:
HarperSanFrancisco, 1994.

Garfinkel, Yoseph. “The Birth & Death of Biblical Minimalism.” Biblical
Archaeology Review 37, no. 3 (May/June 2001). https://www.baslibrary.org
/biblical-archaeology-review/37/3/6.

Groothuis, Douglas. “Distortions of Christianity—or the God I Don’t Believe
In.” In Douglas Groothuis, Christian Apologetics: A Comprehensive Case for
Biblical Faith. 2nd ed. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2022.

Habermas, Gary. “The Case for Christ’s Resurrection.” In To Everyone an
Answer: A Case for the Christian Worldview, edited by Francis J. Beckwith,
William Lane Craig, and J. P. Moreland. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic,
2004.

Hess, Richard D. The Old Testament: A Historical, Theological, and Critical
Introduction. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2016.

Kitchen, K. A. On the Reliability of the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
2003.

Komoszewski, J. Ed, M. James Sawyer, and Daniel B. Wallace. Reinventing
Jesus: How Contemporary Skeptics Miss the Real Jesus and Mislead Popular
Culture. Grand Rapids: Kregel, 2006.

Lemaire, André. “‘House of David’ Restored in Moabite Inscription.” Biblical
Archaeology Review 20, no. 3 (1994). https://www-baslibrary-org.dtl.idm.
oclc.org/biblical-archaeology-review/20/3/2.

McDowell, Sean. “Did the Apostles Really Die as Martyrs for Their Faith?”
Christian Research Journal 39, no. 2 (2016). http://www.equip.org/PDF
/JAF1392.pdf.

McLaughlin, Rebecca. Confronting Christianity: 12 Hard Questions for the World's
Largest Religion. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2019.
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Plato. Timaeus. Translated by Francis McDonald Cornford. London: Routledge,
1937.

Sloan, Robert B., David S. Dockery, and K. A. Mathews. Foundations for Biblical
Interpretation. Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 1994, 157. Cited in Paul D.
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CHAPTER 9

THE TRUTH ABOUT JESUS

STUDY QUESTIONS

1. How does Jesus differ from other religious teachers, according
to the Bible?

2. What are the salient truths about Jesus that make him unique
and matchless in his identity?

3. Explain the “God or a bad man” argument.

4. What is the apologetic significance of Jesus’ death on the cross?
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THE RESURRECTION
OF JESUS

STUDY QUESTIONS

1. What is the significance of Jesus’ resurrection?
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APOLOGETICS IN LIFE
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GLOSSARY

Chapter 1

L.

Special revelation. A class or type of God’s self-revelation that
includes the Bible, the person and work of Jesus Christ, and the
Holy Spirit. Special revelation is the primary and definitive material
from which we understand the truth about God, humanity, the good
life, the world, and any other topic it addresses.

General revelation. A class or type of God’s self-revelation that
includes the natural world, in logic, and in the human conscience,
given generally or universally to all humanity. This revelation does
not determine Christian doctrine and practice, but it does confirm
special revelation. This forms the primary source material for argu-
ments for the existence of God.

Apologetics. The ministry of defending and commending the knowl-
edge of God that is revealed in the Bible and in the world around us.
Apologetics shows how Christianity is true, rational, and pertinent
to every area of life.

Natural theology. Rational reflection on God’s general revelation.
Natural theology employs deductive and inductive argumentation
and inferences to the best explanation. In particular, natural theol-
ogy develops arguments for God’s existence, including ontological
arguments, moral arguments, design arguments, and cosmological
arguments.

Reductio ad absurdum. A Latin phrase meaning “reduction to absur-
dity.” This is an argument form that takes a claim and shows that this
claim leads to an absurd conclusion, which must be false. Therefore,
the initial claim is false. For example, if atheism leads to nihilism,
and nihilism is absurd, then atheism is false. Formally: If P, then Q.
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Q (which is absurd). Therefore, not-P. This is a form of modus tollens
reasoning. It is also called denying the consequent.
Negative apologetics. The activity of showing that non-Christian

worldviews are illogical or do not fit the facts.

Chapter 2

L.

Fideism. The idea that true faith is contrary to or, in the least, makes
no reference to reason.

Justification. This is a necessary condition for knowledge. It is the
idea that one must have good reasons for a belief. Along with the
truth of the belief (for example, that your belief is the case), justifi-
cation is necessary to have knowledge.

Epistemology. The branch of philosophy that is concerned with
knowledge and truth.

Modus tollens. This is an argument type that means, in Latin, “in the
method of denying.” Formally it denies the consequent in a logical
argument. If P, then Q. Not-Q. Therefore, not-P.

Common ground. Any beliefs that Christians hold with those who
are outside of the Christian faith that can serve as a way to help
those outside the faith to embrace the gospel. For example, belief
in one God, belief in objective morality, or belief in logic are kinds
of common ground that Christians can discover and build on to help
others to embrace the gospel.

Reductio ad absurdum. A Latin phrase meaning “reduction to absur-
dity.” This is an argument form that takes a claim and shows that this
claim leads to an absurd conclusion, which must be false. Therefore,
the initial claim is false. For example, if atheism leads to nihilism,
and nihilism is absurd, then atheism is false. Formally: If P, then Q.
Q (which is absurd). Therefore, not-P. This is a form of modus tollens
reasoning. It is also called denying the consequent.

Theological liberalism. The general tendency to deny the truth and
sufficiency of the Bible and the uniqueness and divinity of Jesus
Christ. This is not typically related to political liberalism or classical
liberalism.
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Particularism. The perspective that Christian truth claims are
uniquely true and that the truth claims of other religions that
conflict with Christian truth claims are false.

Law of noncontradiction. This is the logical principle that two
conflicting truth claims cannot both be true at the same time and
in the same respect. This also refers to the principle that something
cannot both be and not be at the same time and in the same respect.
Ontotheology. The sin of using philosophy to attempt to control
and manipulate the concept of God. Christians who hold to the
ontotheology objection claim that the god of natural theology is not
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

Chapter 3

L.

Category mistake. A logical fallacy in which the wrong category is
used to assess a truth claim. To ask who created a being defined as
uncreated is, thus, a category mistake.

Ex nihilo. A Latin phrase meaning “out of nothing.” This applies to
the biblical doctrine that God created the cosmos out of nothing.
That is, he did not use preexisting materials, nor is the cosmos
an extension of his own being (as in panentheism). See especially
Genesis 1:1; Psalm 90:2; John 1:1-2; and Revelation 4:11.
Methodological naturalism. A way of approaching questions in which
the very possibility of a nonnaturalistic explanation is ruled out in
principle. This approach is used by Darwinists in biology to foreclose
the possibility of intelligent design by an immaterial agent as the best
explanation for some features of nature, such as molecular machines.
Presuppositionalism. An apologetic approach that presupposed the
truth and rationality of the Christian worldview instead of seeking
outside evidence from reason, history, and science to confirm the
truth of Christianity. Presuppositions focus on negative apologetics,
not natural theology, evidence for the resurrection, and so on.

Red herring. A logical fallacy that diverts attention from the real
issue by injecting something having only a superficial relationship to
the matters at hand and which is argumentatively moot. If an apolo-
gist gives an argument for creation ex nihilo and an atheist responds
by saying that Christians cannot agree on the age of the universe,
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this fallacy has been committed. This is because the dispute among
Christians about the age of the universe has nothing to do with

whether or not it came into being a finite time ago.

Chapter 4

L.

Actual infinite. A completed totality that is unlimited. The kalam
cosmological argument argues that an actual infinite is logically
impossible or that it cannot exist in actuality.

Ad infinitum. A Latin phrase meaning “and so on forever”; that is, it
continues without an end.

Big bang cosmology. A colloquial name for “the standard model” in
cosmology that claims that the universe began to exist a finite time
ago. At this point, space, time, matter, and energy all began to exist.
Contingent truth. A statement that corresponds to reality, but which
might not have been true, such as my dog’s name is Sunny. I might
have named him Coltrane, or I might not have had a dog at all.
Kalam cosmological argument. A particular version of the cosmo-
logical argument that is deductive in form and argues that if the
universe began to exist, it must have a cause outside of itself, and
that cause is God.

Necessary truth. A statement that corresponds to reality and which
must be true, such as the basic laws of logic and the validity of
deductive argument forms, such as: If P, then Q. P. Therefore, Q.
Potential infinite. A series that ever increases but never reaches a
terminal limit, such as the set of all positive numbers.

Principle of sufficient reason (PSR). A logical principle that holds
that for any positive state there must be an explanation (known
or unknown) for why it exists. Atheists who believe the universe
is just there without any explanation deny this principle as having

universal scope.

Chapter 5
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2.

A priori. A Latin phrase that refers to knowledge gained through
internal rational reflection.
A posteriori. A Latin phrase that refers to knowledge gained by

observing or experiencing something in the external world.
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Scientism. The philosophical idea that knowledge is gained only
through the sciences.

Possible world. A concept used by philosophers to consider a
complete set of states of affairs that could all exist in a coherent
reality.

Methodological naturalism. A way of approaching questions in which
the very possibility of a nonnaturalistic explanation is ruled out in
principle. This approach is used by Darwinists in biology to foreclose
the possibility of intelligent design by an immaterial agent as the best
explanation for some features of nature, such as molecular machines.
Reductio ad absurdum. A Latin phrase meaning “reduction to absur-
dity.” This is an argument form that takes a claim and shows that this
claim leads to an absurd conclusion, which must be false. Therefore,
the initial claim is false. For example, if atheism leads to nihilism,
and nihilism is absurd, then atheism is false. Formally: If P, then Q.
Q (which is absurd). Therefore, not-P. This is a form of modus tollens
reasoning. It is also called denying the consequent.

Necessary and contingent truths. A necessary truth is one that could
not have been otherwise. A contingent truth is one that so happens
to be the case but could have been otherwise.

Chapter 6

1.

Modus tollens. This is an argument type that means, in Latin, “in the
method of denying.” Formally it denies the consequent in a logical
argument. If P, then Q. Not-Q. Therefore, not-P.

Objective moral values and duties. Objective moral values are things
that are good or bad regardless of people’s opinions about them.
Objective moral duties are actions that are right or wrong regardless
of people’s opinions of them.

Moral subjectivism. The idea that what is moral differs from person
to person.

Cultural relativism. The idea that what is moral differs from culture
to culture.

Nihilism. From the Latin nihil, meaning “nothing.” Nihilism is the
idea that there are no such things as moral values, and that our moral

choices have no objective meaning.
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6. Reductive naturalistic moral realism. This phrase means that only
naturalistic or physical explanations are necessary to describe and
justify belief in objective moral values and duties.

7. Godless normative realism. The belief that there are real and objec-
tive moral values and duties that do not require a divine foundation.
These values and duties simply exist and do not have an explanation.

8. Occam’s razor. A philosophical virtue in which, all things being
equal, one should prefer simpler explanations over more complicated

ones. It is also known as parsimony.

Chapter 7

1. The two books of nature. A concept developed in Christian philos-
ophy to indicate that the same God is the author of the Bible and
the author of nature (or his creation). Both books, when properly
interpreted, reveal God.

2. Irreducible complexity. A phrase coined by biochemist Michael Behe
to refer to a system in which each part is required for the whole to
operate in a biologically successful manner. If anything is irreducibly
complex, it cannot be formed in a slow, purposeless, and incremental
fashion, as Darwinism claimed is the only explanation for any living
organism (except the first, which Darwinism did not address as a
theory). Behe takes the bacterial flagellum to be irreducibly complex.

Chapter 8
1. Minimalist view. The view that Jews living in Palestine in the fifth
through the third centuries BCE compiled an imagined history of
their past in the lands of Palestine that legitimized their claims
to the land and their particularities as a people unique from their
neighbors. They cobbled together what eventually took shape as the
Hebrew Bible (what Christians refer to as the Old Testament), with
its origin stories of the children of Israel, its wisdom writings, and
its prophetic literature. It entails that the Hebrew Bible is primarily
a fiction, an imagined national history used to legitimize the status
of a people over and against their powerful neighbors.
2. The bibliographic test. This method of evaluation helps us to deter-

mine how closely the text that we have today matches with the
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original text that ancient peoples read and heard. It tends to examine
the number and age of manuscripts and variants of passages within

the manuscripts.

Chapter 9

1. Truth. An indicative statement is true if and only if it corresponds or
matches the reality to which it refers. Thus, the statement “Jesus is
Lord” is true only if, in fact, he is Lord in reality.

2. Propitiation. To make peace or to atone through an action wherein
two parties are reconciled. In relation to the work of Jesus, it means
that he atoned for our sins through his sacrificial death on the cross,
taking our punishment and thus giving us peace with God. The
atonement involves more aspects than propitiation (such as adoption,
reconciliation, deliverance from the devil, etc.), but propitiation is

at the center of the atonement.

Chapter 10

1. Karma. The teaching that one’s deeds determine one’s fate in the
next lifetime (reincarnation). Held by Hinduism and Buddhism.

2. Miracle. In the biblical sense, an event that cannot be explained by
natural means alone but requires a supernatural cause. The pivotal
miracle in the Bible is the resurrection of Jesus from the dead in
space-time history.

3. Reincarnation. The idea that living things die and return to life in
another living form over and over until they ascend to liberation
beyond this karmic cycle. This is contrasted with the biblical teach-
ing of final judgment and resurrection (1 Cor. 15; Heb. 9:27).



