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INTRODUCTION

GETTING STARTED ON THE JOURNEY OF MINISTRY

I wish I could tell you the day or the hour that God called me to 
ministry, but I cannot. The call didn’t come to me like it did to 
Jeremiah, whose mouth God touched and said, “ ‘I have put my 

words in your mouth’ ” (Jer. 1:9). Nor did it come to me like it did 
Paul, who encountered Jesus on a road and was commissioned by 
him to be an apostle (Acts 9:1–9; 22:6–11). My calling didn’t come 
in a bright vision or by audible words booming from heaven. It was 
rather a call that intensified over the years of God pursuing me, 
aligning my desires to his, revealing to me the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
he had given me, calling me through Scripture, like 2 Timothy 3:14–
5:5 and Ephesians 4:10–16, through other believers who affirmed 
the work of God they saw in me, and through prayer. Simply put, I 
could not shake an increasing desire from God to serve him in the 
ministry of his Word within the context of the church. This is my 
calling story.

SENSING GOD AT WORK

I remember crying to my mother, shortly after I became a Christian, 
“Why didn’t God make me a boy so I could be a preacher?” Even at 
a young age, all I wanted to do was to proclaim the gospel the best 
way a seven- year- old preacher’s daughter knew how: by preaching. 
My cry was the result of a clash between my God- given desire to 
proclaim the gospel and what I saw in my reality. The only people 
I encountered who had a formal ministry of the Word were men, 
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that and lets the other lead, both bodies begin to flow with the 
music. One gives gentle cues, perhaps with a nudge to the back 
or by pressing lightly in one direction or another. It’s as if the two 
become one body, moving beautifully. The dance takes surren-
der, willingness, and attentiveness from one person and gentle 
guidance and skill from the other. My eyes were drawn back to 
the word GUIDANCE. When I saw “G,” I thought of God, followed 
by “u” and “i.” “God, ‘u’ and ‘i’ dance.” God, you and I dance. I 
became willing to trust that I would get guidance about my life. 
I became willing to let God lead. My prayer for you today is that 
God’s blessings and mercies be upon you on this day and every 
day. May you abide in God as God abides in you. Dance together 
with God, trusting God to lead and to guide you through each 
season of your life . . . And I hope you dance!4

I think Rebecca offers us all a great word as we begin this book. 
As we seek guidance about our calling and the ministries in which 
we serve, we must first surrender to God’s lead and trust him to 
guide us on the journey. 

May God use this study to prepare dynamic young 
women, like yourself, whom he is calling for a lifetime 
of ministry, so that you will be effective in reaching 
the world for Jesus Christ. Amen.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Have you ever thought of calling as a long, complex 
process? Do you agree or disagree with that idea? 
Does it make you feel discouraged or relieved? Why?

9780310532187_NowThat ImCalled_int.indd   20 4/13/18   8:11 AM

Introduction • 21

2. Looking at your calling story, the one you wrote down 
earlier, can you see a pattern of God’s faithfulness and 
affirmation in your life? If so, write down those points 
of faithfulness and affirmation.

3. What do you fear most in regard to your calling?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

I would encourage you to find a mentor who can help guide 
you in the process of discerning your calling. The following 
are suggested questions you can ask your mentor.

1. What is your calling story? (Share yours with her.)

2. What wisdom can you give me at the beginning of my 
calling journey?

3. How do you remain faithful when the calling journey 
gets tough?

PERSONAL EXERCISES

1. Write down your calling story, if you haven’t already.

2. Read Genesis 12–20. Summarize Abraham’s calling 
story. How did God call Abraham, and to what did he 
call him? What obstacles did Abraham overcome to 
remain faithful to God’s calling on his life? Now read 
Hebrews 11:8–19. What is the testimony Scripture 
gives concerning Abraham?
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having regard for the lowly, knowing all things before 
they come to pass: We give you thanks that from the 
beginning you have gathered and prepared a people 
to be heirs of the covenant of Abraham, and have 
raised up prophets, kings, and priests, never leaving 
your temple untended. We praise you also that from 
the creation you have graciously accepted the minis-
try of those whom you have chosen.14

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. What additional observations can you make 
concerning the callings of Moses, Joshua, David, and 
Jeremiah?

2. What observations about their callings give you 
comfort as you think about your own calling?

3. All of these individuals faced hardships in their 
callings. Are you willing to suffer for the sake of the 
gospel? Why or why not?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Whose calling story in the Old Testament do you 
identify with the most? Why?

2. When have you felt God’s presence as you have 
pursued God’s call?

3. What promises of God have carried you through 
difficult times?

9780310532187_NowThat ImCalled_int.indd   43 4/13/18   8:11 AM



23

C H A P T E R  1

Calling in the  
Old Testament

Holy Scripture is a story about calling. It begins with a God 
who determined to have a people for himself and in relation-

ship with himself. “In the beginning . . . God created mankind in 
his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and 
female he created them” (Gen. 1:1, 27). Ever since Adam and Eve 
sinned and as a result, were forced to leave the presence of God, 
God has been calling or wooing his people back to himself. The 
Bible tells us that, like the father who waits for the prodigal son 
and also urges the elder son to come join the party (Luke 15:11–31), 
God has been calling us back home and even going out to bring us 
back. He is the God who “freely wills not to be without us and wills 
to be with us.”1

This is why the mission and heart of God can be summed 
up with a refrain we find throughout all of Scripture: “My dwell-
ing place will be with them; I will be their God, and they will be my 
people” (Ezek. 37:27, emphasis mine). This is the reality we find at 
the beginning of creation, even before the fall. Scottish theologian 
T. F. Torrance says, “God is who he is as he who loves us with his 
very Being . . . interacting with us in creation and history, and in our 
human and physical existence in time and space, all to be our God 
and to have us for his people.”2 God has entered into our mess, and 
“moved into the neighborhood” (John 1:14, MSG). In Jesus Christ, 
we do not serve a far- off God, but a personal God who is near. What 
does the mission of God have to do with our callings? Everything! 
It is for this purpose— God wanting to have a people for himself— 
that God calls men and women, you and me, into “the ministry of 
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PERSONAL EXERCISES

1. Examine your calling within the framework I 
suggested in the chapter: called to serve on behalf of 
God, for the people of God, to administer the Word of 
God. How does your calling fit within this grid?

2. Have you given God excuses for why you are not up 
to the task? If so, write them down. Are they similar 
to excuses Moses or Jeremiah gave God? What does 
Scripture have to say about our excuses?

3. Examine the callings of one or two others in the Old 
Testament (examples: Abraham, Samuel, Isaiah, 
Jonah). Write down observations like I did in this 
chapter. Do you come to any of the same conclusions? 
Can you make any new observations?

4. Read Hebrews 11. What can we learn in this chapter 
about the calling and vocational ministry of those 
people in the Old Testament?

5. Read 1 Peter 1:10–12 and 2 Peter 1:20–21. What more 
can we learn about the ministry of the prophets 
from these verses? Notice how often the Spirit is 
mentioned— not just the Holy Spirit but the Spirit of 
Christ.
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C H A P T E R   2

Calling in the  
New Testament

In chapter 1 we observed that God calls and raises up individ-
uals to serve on his behalf for the people of God by delivering 

the Word of God. We concluded that God calls some people to a 
shepherding role. As we look now at the New Testament, a sur-
prising twist occurs in the drama of calling. Just like in a movie 
where we learn something new about a main character that helps 
explain his previous actions, in the New Testament we learn 
something new about God that helps explain his actions in the 
Old Testament.

What is this twist? That God himself, in the person of his Son, 
Jesus Christ, has come to do what he has asked his shepherds to 
do in the past. God himself, in Jesus Christ, will become incarnate 
to be our Great Shepherd. In many ways, his calling of those Old 
Testament individuals was preparation for his own coming and 
ministry. This doesn’t mean the calling of Jesus Christ to become 
flesh was Plan B, though. It was God’s plan from the beginning!

For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy 
and blameless in his sight . . . In him we were also chosen, hav-
ing been predestined according to the plan of him who works 
out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, in 
order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, 
might be for the praise of his glory. (Eph. 1:4, 11–12, empha-
sis mine)

The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over 
all creation. For in him all things were created: things in heaven 
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As we consider our own callings in light of these individuals 
who are called to give themselves to the Lord, to represent him to 
the people, and to administer the word of God, let us remember that 
we cannot do it on our own. For just as the Father sent the Son, the 
Son in turn sends us. Therefore, the God who is calling and sending 
us will see it through, for he is with us. Thanks be to God!

Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eter-
nal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that 
great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything good for 
doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
(Heb. 13:20–21)

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. What other observations can you make concerning 
the calling of the disciples, in particular Peter and 
Paul?

2. Are your observations about these individuals 
consistent with what we found about people in the Old 
Testament? If so, how? If not, why?

3. What parts of the discussions about Jesus, Peter, Paul, 
and Timothy were helpful?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Whose calling story in the New Testament do you 
identify with most?
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2. What might it look like for me to shepherd God’s 
people?

3. What promises of God have carried you through 
difficult times?

4. Have you ever doubted your call? If so, what Scripture 
passages helped you confront these doubts?

PERSONAL EXERCISES

1. Reread and reevaluate the individuals in chapter 1 in 
light of Jesus’ calling. How did they serve as precursors 
to Jesus’ ministry, and how did Jesus surpass them in 
every role?

2. Write down all the descriptions Paul uses of himself 
(i.e., servant, co- worker). What do these descriptions 
teach us about how we are to view ministry?

3. Examine your calling again in light of chapters 
1 and 2. How has our exploration of the New 
Testament strengthened, affirmed, or deepened your 
understanding of your calling?

4. Spend time in prayer for yourself as you continue 
to discern and obey God’s calling. If you are having 
doubts, pray that God will continue to confirm his 
calling or will lead you clearly in a different direction.
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C H A P T E R   3

The Calling of Women 
in the Old Testament

In the last two chapters we asked these questions: What is a 
call to gospel ministry? How has God called people to gospel work 

in the past? and What can we discern about a call to gospel minis-
try? We looked at a handful of people from both the Old and New 
Testaments to see if we could observe any patterns about calling. 
What we found is that God indeed raises up and sets apart individ-
uals for tasks within the people of God, namely imparting the word 
of God and shepherding God’s people. God chooses to use sinful 
vessels like us for holy purposes to shepherd the church.

Now that we have seen how God calls people for service in his 
church and for his Word, we want to turn our attention to the next 
question: Does God call women to gospel ministry? No doubt we know 
God calls both men and women to a relationship with himself, and 
the Great Commission is for both men and women. I am confident 
you believe women are to be involved in the work of the church, at 
the very least at a volunteer level.

But if you are reading this book, it probably means you feel 
called to something more than volunteering in a ministry at your 
church— you want to give your life to gospel ministry; you feel called 
to make it your vocation. However, depending on the church in 
which you grew up, you may not be sure if this is even a possibility 
for you as a woman, that is, a possibility supported by Scripture or a 
realistic possibility (meaning few jobs in ministry may be available 
for women).

However, many women in the church and parachurch are 
engaged in gospel ministry today. I am introducing you to only a 
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. I began by saying that church and ministry today are 
much different from what we find in Scripture. How 
so? Do you think there is a larger vocational space for 
women to serve in ministry today? Explain. If so, how 
does that encourage you as you pursue God’s call?

2. What do you think of the argument that God calls 
women only when there are no good men to do the 
job? Was Craig Keener’s explanation to the contrary 
convincing? Why or why not?

3. What did you learn from the Old Testament women 
we examined that helps you in your calling and 
ministry?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Who is your favorite Old Testament woman and why?

2. What do you think Deborah, Huldah, Abigail, and 
other Old Testament women have to teach us today?

3. What questions and/or insights do you have from Joel 
2:28–29?

PERSONAL EXERCISES

1. How have you understood the role of women in 
Scripture and in ministry up to this point in your life? 
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women only when there are no good men to do the 
job? Was Craig Keener’s explanation to the contrary 
convincing? Why or why not?

3. What did you learn from the Old Testament women 
we examined that helps you in your calling and 
ministry?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Who is your favorite Old Testament woman and why?

2. What do you think Deborah, Huldah, Abigail, and 
other Old Testament women have to teach us today?

3. What questions and/or insights do you have from Joel 
2:28–29?

PERSONAL EXERCISES

1. How have you understood the role of women in 
Scripture and in ministry up to this point in your life? 
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Put in writing your beliefs or assumptions and any 
questions you have.

2. Take a look at one or two other Old Testament women 
called by God for his purposes. Choose one (or more!) 
and make notes about their calling and purpose 
in salvation history. Reflect on them in light of the 
women we discussed in this chapter.

MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT: 

DEBORAH LEIGHTON

The daughter of an ordained minister, Deborah Leighton was 
twenty- one years old when she first heard a call to ministry. 
As a student at Wheaton College in Illinois, Deborah argued 

her way into an upper- level class on the Gospel of John with Dr. Gary 
Burge. For the final project of the class, Deborah was assigned to 
write a paper on John 11. The Sunday before the paper was due, she 
took a break from writing to go to church to worship.

“While I waited to receive communion, I was praying and felt 
overwhelmed by the Holy Spirit. I sensed the Lord pointing out how 
much I loved studying Scripture,” Deborah said. “It was as though 
he said, ‘I made you to love this. This is meant to be for my people.’ 
I did love studying and could easily live within academia, but I felt 
like the Lord was saying that any insight into Scripture would best 
be shared through church ministry.”

Though this probably was a clear call to ministry, Deborah had 
her doubts. After graduating from college, she moved to New York 
City to pursue an acting career. But two- and- a- half years into her 
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The Calling of Women 
in the New Testament

When we transition from the Old Testament to the New, we 
immediately notice that something has changed. God has 

entered the story in a unique way! He is Emmanuel— God with us. In 
the previous chapter, we concluded by asking if God’s use of women 
in ministry has continued, if it has stalled, or if it has changed. We 
ended by considering Joel 2:28–29: “And afterward, I will pour out 
my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your 
old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. Even 
on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in 
those days.”

As we continue to explore the role of women in the outworking 
of God’s purposes in salvation, we will dig deeper, looking at Mary, 
the mother of Jesus, and several other women in the Gospels, includ-
ing Priscilla and the women of Romans 16. We’ll ask this question: 
Does God still call and use women in gospel ministry today? In the 
following chapter, we will discuss the most frequently cited passage 
on this topic, one that seems to restrict the ministry of women in 
the teaching and communication of God’s Word.

Our framework for understanding the work of ministry in Luke 
and Acts is found in Acts 2 in the fulfillment of the prophecy of Joel.1 
It is within this context— that the age of the Spirit has come, and 
sons and daughters will prophesy— that I propose we will under-
stand the ministry of Mary and the other women in Luke and the 
Acts of the Apostles.
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encouragement in my own calling, reminding me that God gifts, 
calls, and uses women to serve the people of God by delivering the 
Word of God. If you are feeling called by God for vocational ministry 
service, then you follow in the lineage of these women before you.

We began with Joel 2:28–29. Now read Galatians 3:28. What 
spiritual reality do you find there for the female in Christ? What 
physical, present implications does being “in Christ” have for 
women? At the very least, we know women can prophesy, meaning 
we, too, can have a ministry of the Word.

Yet what about those places in Scripture where Paul seems to 
command that women remain silent in the church? Does that undo 
all we have discussed about God’s calling of women to vocational 
or gospel ministry? Let’s turn now to one of those texts in the next 
chapter.

God, meet me where I am and take me where you 
would have me be to the glory of your name. Amen.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. What surprised you about Mary? Why is she 
significant?

2. Look at the women we surveyed in this chapter. 
What else can we learn about how God calls women 
to his service? Did I miss anything? Was anything 
surprising?

3. Did anything change regarding women in ministry 
from the Old Testament to the New? If so, what? Did 
you make any additional or different observations?
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. How do you approach ministry in light of Joel 2:28–29 
and Galatians 3:28? Do you see yourself as a co- worker 
with men in ministry?

2. What does ministry look like for you as a woman? 
Challenges? Words of encouragement?

3. Which woman in the New Testament do you relate to 
the most? How have you been encouraged by how God 
called and used women in Scripture?

PERSONAL EXERCISES

1. Describe how these New Testament women help 
and encourage you in ministry, particularly in male- 
dominated areas.

2. Mary was afraid of her calling. Write down and 
discuss with your mentor any fears or stumbling 
blocks in regard to your calling that you need God’s 
help to overcome.

3. Study a woman in church history whom God used 
in ministry. Some examples are Perpetua (d. 203), 
Marcella (325–410), Paula (347–404), Argula von 
Grumbach (1492–1554), Katharina Schütz Zell 
(1497/8–1562), Anne Askew (1521–1546), Lottie Moon 
(1840–1912), and Suzanne de Dietrich (1891–1981).
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Does the Bible Restrict 
the Callings of Women?

A Closer Look at 1 Timothy 2:11–15

As a freshman in college, I sat in the office of the only female profes-
sor at the Pruet School of Christian Studies, the person who would 
later become my mentor. I timidly told her about my calling and 
that I thought it meant I could only be a pastor’s wife. Now, being a 
pastor’s wife is a noble calling. My mom is a pastor’s wife, and I have 
the utmost respect for her and that role. Since I could not reconcile 
my own call to teach God’s Word with 1 Timothy 2:11–15, the only 
possibility for me, I thought, was to get as close to formal ministry 
as possible by being a pastor’s wife myself. At the time, I understood 
1 Timothy to say that a ministry of proclamation was off- limits for 
me as a woman.

Up to this point in the book, I have made a case from Scripture 
that God calls, involves, and uses both men and women to 
accomplish his purpose on his behalf for the people of God, deliv-
ering the Word of God. However, many young women stop or are 
stumped when they arrive at 1  Timothy 2:11–15. For them, this 
passage is an obstacle in following God’s call to a ministry calling 
that involves communicating the Word of God, especially through 
teaching or preaching. Many faithful believers and pastors teach— 
and believe— that a ministry of the Word is reserved only for 
men, and women are relegated to other, perhaps lesser ministries. 
Perhaps you can relate. In this chapter, I want to look at this passage 
head- on. Does this text stand in the way of pursuing a call to min-
ister God’s Word? Does it invalidate what we’ve concluded thus far 
about how God calls and uses women?
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. I began this chapter saying that for me, this passage 
was an obstacle to ministry when I was a freshman in 
college. Has this passage been an obstacle for you? If 
so, why? Write out how you understood the passage 
before and the questions it raised for you. Now, in 
light of this chapter, is it less of an obstacle? Did this 
chapter raise other questions for you? If so, what are 
they? Do you feel confused or comforted? Journal your 
response.

2. Many scholars believe that our passage, read in light 
of all of 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, and Titus, teaches that 
women are to learn, in part and at least, to teach other 
women. How does this viewpoint encourage you in 
your own call?

3. What kind of attitude does this passage prompt us to 
have? Read this passage in light of these Scriptures: 
Ephesians 5:21, Philippians 2:1–18, Colossians 3:12, and 
1 Peter 5:5. What kind of attitude should Christians 
have? Now write out or think of ways this attitude is 
important in ministry contexts.

DISCUSSION POINTS

1. What do you understand to be the meaning of this 
passage? Work out questions, explanations, and 
applications with your mentor. Read commentaries 
and books on this passage together.
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2. What would application of this passage to your 
ministry look like?

PERSONAL EXERCISES

1. Read what other people have to say about this passage 
and on the topic of women in ministry. This chapter 
is only a brief introduction to or summary of what 
scholars are saying.

2. Read 1 Corinthians 14:34–35, another passage that 
seems to restrict women from some ministry areas, 
in different translations. Write out observations or 
questions you have. Does this chapter shed any light 
on any of this passage? If so, how?

MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT:  

TISH HARRISON WARREN

Tish Harrison Warren was thirteen or fourteen when she 
sensed a possible call to ministry. But there was no clear, 
systematic road map available to show her how women 

could enter vocational ministry. So early on, she interpreted 
this call to mean she needed to serve in a lay capacity or as a 
missionary.

Reflecting on this initial calling, Tish said, “I felt like men have 
clear steps about how to enter the vocation of ministry. It felt like I 
was kind of in the bush with a machete, slowly slashing through tall 
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What Are Spiritual Gifts?

Some of you may feel confident in God’s call on your life. But 
even if you are, you may still wrestle with some of the details. 

What will this ministry look like? Where will I exercise my call? Will I 
be delivering the Word of God through preaching, teaching, or writing? 
Will this ministry take place within the church on a staff or elsewhere, 
perhaps on a college campus, in a Bible translating organization, in 
a hospital as a chaplain, or in a university or seminary teaching the 
Bible? How do I fully embrace what God has gifted me to do?

I struggled with these questions for many years. Sadly, most of 
my youth and college ministers didn’t know how to help me answer 
them. They tried giving me spiritual gifts tests, but I was typically 
left to myself to figure out what my gifts were and how to use them 
to serve the body of Christ. In this chapter, I want to help you begin 
answering these questions by taking a closer look at the topic of 
spiritual gifts. Paul says God gives spiritual gifts to those who are 
called by him for the purpose of equipping the body of believers. 
This includes those who are gifted to care for the people of God by 
delivering the Word of God. If God is calling you to this type of min-
istry, then what gifts might he give you?

One text from Scripture that helps us answer this question is 
Ephesians 4:11–13:

So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evange-
lists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works 
of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we 
all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of 
God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the 
fullness of Christ.
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abused, lost, and forgotten need shepherds. The immigrants need 
shepherds. The disabled need shepherds. Every person in the church 
needs shepherds. Unless it is a small church, the senior pastor of a 
church cannot adequately shepherd every person in his flock. So 
he or the supervising board hires shepherds to help him shepherd 
the people. I continue to pray that increasingly more churches will 
hire women who are called by God to help shepherd the flock. Many 
churches already do, so be encouraged.

If you have the gift of preaching and cannot preach on a Sunday 
behind a pulpit, that’s okay. Perhaps God is calling you to preach to 
women. Perhaps God is calling you to preach to prisoners. Perhaps 
God is calling you to preach the gospel at a college or university. 
Preach the Word. Teach the Word. Evangelize the lost. Proclaim the 
good news of Jesus Christ, the kingdom of God, repentance, and the 
forgiveness of sins!

Lord Jesus Christ, assist us by your grace to be stead-
fast, immovable, always abounding in your work, 
that we may be assured that in you our labor is never 
in vain. (Adapted from 1 Cor. 15:58 NKJV)

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. If spiritual gifts are not gender- based but given freely 
and equally to both men and women, how does this 
shed light on your understanding of what it means to 
be called to ministry?

2. Sometimes we might be tempted to use spiritual gifts 
to promote ourselves or to give us a bigger platform. 
What’s the purpose of spiritual gifts? Where might 
you be tempted?

9780310532187_NowThat ImCalled_int.indd   151 4/13/18   8:11 AM

What Are Spiritual Gifts? • 151

abused, lost, and forgotten need shepherds. The immigrants need 
shepherds. The disabled need shepherds. Every person in the church 
needs shepherds. Unless it is a small church, the senior pastor of a 
church cannot adequately shepherd every person in his flock. So 
he or the supervising board hires shepherds to help him shepherd 
the people. I continue to pray that increasingly more churches will 
hire women who are called by God to help shepherd the flock. Many 
churches already do, so be encouraged.

If you have the gift of preaching and cannot preach on a Sunday 
behind a pulpit, that’s okay. Perhaps God is calling you to preach to 
women. Perhaps God is calling you to preach to prisoners. Perhaps 
God is calling you to preach the gospel at a college or university. 
Preach the Word. Teach the Word. Evangelize the lost. Proclaim the 
good news of Jesus Christ, the kingdom of God, repentance, and the 
forgiveness of sins!

Lord Jesus Christ, assist us by your grace to be stead-
fast, immovable, always abounding in your work, 
that we may be assured that in you our labor is never 
in vain. (Adapted from 1 Cor. 15:58 NKJV)

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. If spiritual gifts are not gender- based but given freely 
and equally to both men and women, how does this 
shed light on your understanding of what it means to 
be called to ministry?

2. Sometimes we might be tempted to use spiritual gifts 
to promote ourselves or to give us a bigger platform. 
What’s the purpose of spiritual gifts? Where might 
you be tempted?

9780310532187_NowThat ImCalled_int.indd   151 4/13/18   8:11 AM

152 • NOW THAT I’M CALLED

3. What connection do you see between our definition 
of calling and the spiritual gifts given to leaders of the 
people of God? Anything new or surprising?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What spiritual gifts do you see in me? Why?

2. Have you struggled with matching a role or position to 
your gifts? How do you compensate in a job that might 
require a gift you do not have?

3. Do you think God still gives the gift of prophecy 
today? Discuss this part of the chapter.

PERSONAL EXERCISES

1. Read Romans 12:6–8, 1 Peter 4:10–11, or 1 Corinthians 
12:1–31. What are some other spiritual gifts we didn’t 
discuss? What observations can you make? Go deeper 
by studying these verses with the help of commentaries.

2. Ask your parents, others in your church, and your 
pastors what gifts they see in you. Is there a common 
theme? Talk to your pastor or youth pastor about ways 
you can use your spiritual gift(s) within the church.

3. Write down the names of some women (women you 
know personally or women you know through their 
ministries) who exhibit the different gifts mentioned 
in Ephesians 4:11–13. I already mentioned Anne 
Graham Lotz and Beth Moore. Who else could you 
add? Consider doing this exercise with your mentor.
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Do I Need a Theological 
Education?

Ten years ago I sat in a room at my church while a woman 
spoke to the girls in the youth group. I was in seminary at the 

time. Although she meant well, this woman had gone online and 
looked up definitions of English words in several Old Testament 
verses for her talk. Then, she used a Hebrew lexicon to find the 
original words in Hebrew. From there, she looked at the many defi-
nitions of those two words and chose the definitions that fit with 
what she wanted to say. The definitions she chose had nothing 
to do with the definition of those words in their context. She was 
making Scripture say what she wanted it to say, not what it really 
meant, by incorrectly using Hebrew words. She had changed the 
meaning of the text!

The problem we face today is that with the Bible in one hand 
and a computer and the internet in the other hand, we all think 
we have what is necessary to become an authoritative teacher of 
Scripture. You may have noticed this trend and perhaps have even 
thought, Why do I need seminary? Or, after reading the previous 
chapter, maybe you think theological training isn’t necessary since 
God gives us spiritual gifts and his Holy Spirit.

Shortly after making my calling public to my local church at 
age fifteen, I told my parents I wanted to eventually go to seminary. 
That’s what my father, a pastor, did after college. He went to semi-
nary, and I wanted to follow in his footsteps. But once in college, I 
wasn’t as zealous for seminary anymore. I didn’t think I could “do” 
seminary; I wasn’t sure I was smart enough. I was timid. By my jun-
ior year, I was a Christian studies major, and I thought what I was 
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Have you ever considered seminary before? If not, why 
not? List any fears or excuses you may have for not 
attending seminary.

2. No one in the Bible had the kind of theological 
education we have today, but it doesn’t mean they 
didn’t have any theological training. What kind 
of training did those who were called to ministry 
receive?

3. What is the connection between the weight of our 
calls and being prepared for ministry?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Why did you go to seminary?

2. Where did you go and what were the reasons that led 
you there?

3. How did seminary prepare you for your calling?

4. What advice would you give to me as I think about 
seminaries?

PERSONAL EXERCISES

1. Go to www.ats.edu/member- schools and look up 
the listing of accredited theological schools. You can 
search alphabetically or by geography, denomination, 
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the listing of accredited theological schools. You can 
search alphabetically or by geography, denomination, 
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or degree. If you are interested in a seminary in 
your denomination, make a list of those you see. 
If you are interested in a divinity school that is 
interdenominational, make a list of those that interest 
you. Perhaps you are unsure. In that case, make a list 
of both. For detailed information about a school, click 
on the name of the school. What’s the faculty- student 
ratio? What are the school’s beliefs? What degrees do 
they offer? Have you heard or read what other people 
are saying about these schools? Find reviews. Talk to 
mentors or people you trust for recommendations. You 
can use the questions above as a guide.

2. If you are in college now, then ideally, by your junior 
year you should request more information from the 
admissions offices of some of the schools of your 
choice and go for a campus visit or Preview Day. You 
will never really know how you feel about a place until 
you go for a visit. Do not go to school somewhere you 
haven’t visited unless you are living overseas or are in 
a situation where that’s not an option.

MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT: 

RENEE PITTS

Renee Pitts grew up in church and “found the life of the 
church endlessly interesting and fulfilling.” So it was no 
surprise that as a college student at Samford University, 

while trying to decide on her vocation, she found a deep level of 
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The Benefits of Mentors 
and Internships

One of the greatest joys in my call to ministry so far, espe-
cially as it relates to this book project, was the opportunity 

to disciple two young women in their own call to ministry. Several 
years after God gave me the idea for this book, my husband sug-
gested I try out the material on some girls in my church’s youth 
group who felt called to ministry. I approached the youth minister, 
who told me that within the last several months, four young women 
had expressed a call to ministry. He asked if I would mentor them.

For one year I met with them. Then, after that first year, two 
of the girls asked if the mentoring relationship could continue. 
I watched as these two young ladies, in tenth and eleventh grade 
respectively, grew in the confidence and knowledge of their callings. 
They both felt called to ministry, but in the beginning they were 
unsure what that meant. Because one loved children, she assumed 
she was called to children’s ministry. The other thought her call was 
to the mission field. Yet as their mentor, I was able to peer into their 
lives from outside. I was able to see the gifts God had given them and 
that perhaps God had more in store than they could even imagine. 
But like a brand- new baby horse who wobbles as she stands, unsure 
of her legs, these two young ladies were a little unsure, somewhat 
wobbly in their gifts and callings at first. By God’s grace I was able 
to guide, push, and encourage them. I was also bold enough to 
speak truth into their lives, even if it meant saying no or discourag-
ing them from a certain path.

That was six years ago. These two women have grown and 
matured in remarkable ways since then. By the time this book 
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the internship itself. Consider this and other possible disadvantages 
before committing to an internship.

Do not be afraid to look outside your hometown for an intern-
ship. Some of my best experiences took me out of my comfort zone, 
far away from home, to places where I knew no one. 

Perhaps you are reading this book in the middle of your tenth 
grade year of high school. Internships and perhaps even mentor-
ships are still a thing of the future. What can you do now? Talk with 
your youth minister and perhaps even your pastor. Ask if you can 
take on a leadership role in the youth ministry or the church at large. 
Consider leading a Bible study at your high school or taking on a 
leadership role in an established ministry, such as the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes.

Pray. Ask God to show you where you are to go. Your call to 
ministry begins the moment God calls you. It may not fully mature 
or materialize until later, but you can take steps now that will help 
prepare you for future ministry. Avoid thinking of your call to min-
istry as something that will happen “one day.” Instead, think of it as 
beginning now. What are you waiting for?

“Fan into flame the gift of God  .  .  . Guard the good deposit 
entrusted to you .  .  . Do your best to present yourself to God as 
one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly 
handling the word of truth.” (2 Tim. 1:6, 14; 2:15 ESV)

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Can you find other examples of mentorships/
internships in Scripture in addition to the ones 
we looked at? Write out observations about these 
relationships, the value of them, and their purpose.
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2. If God has called and gifted us, then why do we need 
internships and mentorships? How do internships and 
mentorships fit with our biblical understanding of 
ministry?

3. How are internships or mentorships an act of giving 
God our best? What would you say to someone who 
asks you this question?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What internship experience was most valuable to you 
and why?

2. What advice would you give me in finding an 
internship?

PERSONAL EXERCISES

1. Connect with others your age who are called to 
ministry. Perhaps begin a Facebook group to share 
internship and mentor possibilities.

2. Pray and ask God for a mentor and/or internship. Ask 
others for recommendations, and look outside your 
church or town.
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