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  17

Chapter One

the danGers of a 
MisleadinG readinG

Do your best to present yourself to God as one 

approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed 

and who correctly handles the word of truth.

2 Timothy 2:15

Most major cities around the world have electrified light- rail systems— 
trains that transport city dwellers quickly and safely throughout their 
urban areas. Many of these systems are underground. Virtually all of 
them depend on electrical current to power the trains. This power is 
transmitted by a third rail running parallel to the tracks. The third rail 
makes it hazardous for anyone who falls onto the tracks because most 
third rails carry currents starting as high as 1,200 to 1,500 volts, enough 
to kill a person.

In politics, “the third rail” is any issue so controversial that it can’t be 
addressed with much hope of success. Politicians like to say, “Touch that 
issue, and you die!” Accomplishing legislation around third- rail issues 
in government becomes impossible unless opposed political parties are 
willing to work together for “the common good.”
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 The Dangers of a Misleading Reading 31

Questions for Personal Reflection 
or Group Discussion

1. As you think about your own ways of interpreting what you read 
in the Bible, how would you describe your “hermeneutic”?

2. How does a knowledge of the cultural and historical background 
of any part of the Bible help us understand a text’s meaning?

3. How do you deal with things in the Bible that seem to contradict 
or collide with other things you’ve already read there?

4. As you begin this study, what are the most important questions 
you have?
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Chapter Two

the birth of PatriarChy

The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to 

be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.”

Genesis 2:18

John Piper, a leading complementarian, explains this verse: “God teaches 
us that the woman is a man’s ‘helper’ in the sense of a loyal and suitable 
assistant in the life of the garden.”1

Wherever we find any arrangement (as here in Genesis 2) in which 
one person is “under” the other person, we have some kind of hierarchy. 
When that hierarchy has a woman under a man’s direction or rule, it’s 
called patriarchy (literally, “the rule of the father,” from the Greek patri-
arkhēs). Patriarchy has been with us almost from the beginning of the 
human race. In a patriarchal society, men hold power over women and 
children, sometimes with good outcomes, often with more destructive 
outcomes.

Historically the term patriarchy referred to the male heads of house-
holds who possessed complete authority over everyone in the family. In 
Roman times, when a baby was born into a family, its father determined 

1. John Piper and Wayne Grudem, eds., Recovering Biblical Manhood and Womanhood: 
A Response to Evangelical Feminism, 2nd ed. (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2006), 87.
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the story could step in and change the ending.22 And he did, in the 
incarnation.

God’s first human team had failed. But in the following chapters, we 
watch God step back into his story and call out other men and women 
to be his agents of change in a brutal world. These men and ezer women 
were bold and courageous, sometimes risking their lives to further God’s 
redemptive work in this broken world. They led as they again and again 
reversed the course of history through their intrepid actions. Their 
stories overturn some of our ideas about the nature of “manhood and 
womanhood.”

Questions for Personal Reflection 
or Group Discussion

1. Read through Genesis 1–3. What is your most important takeaway 
from this story?

2. As scholars have wrestled with the implications of the first three 
chapters of the Bible, where do you come out on the question of 
gender equality or subordination?

3. As you think about women being created as ezer “helpers,” how 
does this change your idea of what a woman can or cannot do in 
every part of her life?

4. What difference does it make for a woman whether she is “equal” 
with men or is in a subordinate position to men?

22. See Alice Mathews, A Woman God Can Use: Lessons from Old Testament Women Help 
You Make Today’s Choices (Grand Rapids: Discovery House, 1990), 28.
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Chapter Three

EzEr WoMen in a 
PatriarChal World

Chapter 2 ended with the first man and woman being driven out of Eden 
into a harsh new world in which survival would be a daily struggle. The 
alienation1 that emerged in Eden spread through the generations of men 
and women that followed, with devastating consequences for the whole 
human race. So in Genesis 6:5 we read, “The Lord saw how great the 
wickedness of the human race had become on the earth, and that every 
inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time.” 
In short order, the whole human race had become so evil, so murderous, 
so oppressive, that God saw no solution other than to begin again with a 
new human A- team in a world washed clean by a great flood.

Even some of the family of the godly man Noah soon abandoned 
God, and eventually another new A- team was formed around the man 
Abraham. With him, God established a new covenant, which passed 
through his son Isaac, then through his grandson Jacob. Some of their 
stories are not pretty, but by and large, they hewed to the covenant God 
had made with their ancestor Abraham. By then, Abraham’s single family 
had swelled into a tribe living in Palestine, headed by Jacob’s many sons.2

1. This is a threefold alienation: between the man and woman, between them and God, and 
between them and their newly hostile environment.

2. While women like Sarah, Rebekah, Leah, and Rachel played important roles in their 
families, in a patriarchal society, the story generally highlights the men who headed the clans.
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Questions for Personal Reflection 
or Group Discussion

1. Why do you think God would create women as ezer kenegdo?
2. Each of these women was blessed by God for the actions she took. 

How does this shape your concept of a woman as ezer kenegdo?
3. How do Deborah and Huldah exemplify what it means to be 

created as an ezer kenegdo?
4. Gender- based hierarchy restricts women in both home and church. 

As you review the ways in which God raised up female leadership 
in various periods of Israel’s life, what implications do you see for 
women in the church today?
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Chapter Four

Jesus and WoMen:  
the divine CounterPunCh

Some biblical scholars tend to limit the move from Old to New 
Testaments to a shift from law to grace (e.g., Romans 3:28: “we maintain 
that a person is justified by faith apart from the works of the law”). But 
Jesus inaugurated his public ministry by choosing to read Isaiah 61:1–2 
in his hometown synagogue: “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because 
he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me 
to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, 
to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor” (Luke 
4:18–19). He then startled his audience by remarking, “Today this scrip-
ture is fulfilled in your hearing” (4:21).

Furthermore, in his teaching on the mountainside, Jesus was clear 
that he had not come “to abolish the Law and the Prophets,” but instead 
to fulfill them. He amplified that, saying, “For truly I tell you, until 
heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke 
of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is 
accomplished” (Matthew 5:17–18). So if Jesus did not come to abolish 
the Law, what is “new” in the New Testament?

First- century religious leaders in Israel usually referred to the Old 
Testament as “the Law and the Prophets.” We’ve already seen in chapter 3 
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whole persons with both the privilege and responsibility to follow him. 
Jesus came “to proclaim good news to the poor . . . to proclaim freedom 
for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed 
free” (Luke 4:18). That included women and the gender- based hierarchies 
dominating their lives. Jesus’ actions and teachings delivered a strong 
counterpunch to the patriarchal ideas rampant in that culture.

Complementarian James Borland, writing about women in the life 
and teachings of Jesus, asserted that “our Lord placed a high value on 
women, while He continued to recognize role distinctions for men and 
women . . . Nowhere is this issue seen more clearly than in Jesus’ selection 
of only men for the role of apostle . . . no woman in Christ’s ministry was 
called, commissioned, or named as an apostle, or even performed in the 
role of an apostle. These roles and functions Christ reserved for men.”9 
We’ll hold that statement in abeyance as we move into chapter 5. Why? 
Because we have biblical evidence to the contrary.

Questions for Personal Reflection 
or Group Discussion

1. How do Jesus’ instructions to his disciples at the Last Supper 
(John 13:12–17) inform your understanding of true leadership?

2. In what ways do you see Jesus’ counterpunch against gender- based 
hierarchy affecting how men and women are to relate to one 
another in the home and in the church today?

3. As you look at women’s encounters with Jesus in the four gospels, 
what is the primary takeaway from his actions?

4. What emotions do you experience as you reexamine Jesus’ 
approach to women in the four gospels?

9. From Borlund’s chapter in John Piper and Wayne Grudem, eds., Recovering Biblical Manhood and 
Womanhood: A Response to Evangelical Feminism, 2nd ed. (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2006), 113, 120–21.
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Chapter Five

Positive iMaGes 
of WoMen in neW 

testaMent ChurChes

A large group of women traveled with Jesus and his men around Galilee 
during his earthly ministry. We meet some of them in Luke 8. Jesus was 
busy, moving from one town to another, preaching the good news of God’s 
kingdom: “The Twelve were with him, and also some women who had been 
cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom 
seven demons had come out; Joanna the wife of Chuza, the manager of 
Herod’s household; Susanna; and many others” (Luke 8:2–3). In gratitude 
to Jesus these women used their financial means to help support the Jesus 
band. Only three of the “many others” are named here by Luke, but we meet 
others in that band elsewhere in the gospel accounts. Note that these are 
women who had experienced healing of some kind and who, in gratitude, 
now had become a traveling band of caretakers for Jesus and his disciples.

How is it that in that first- century Jewish society these women could 
travel publicly with a band of men without arousing strong criticism 
from religious leaders? The text tells us that these were women of means. 
Look, for example, at Joanna.1 Her husband, Chuza, held a high position 

1. See Richard Bauckham, Gospel Women: Named Women in the Gospels (Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 2002), 109–50.
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spiritual gifts God gave women for its benefit. God’s intended workforce 
is cut in half and his kingdom suffers. This would also be wrong.

Part 2 of this book explores four critical teaching areas in the New 
Testament to help us see how we are to read and understand all of the 
relevant biblical texts.

Questions for Personal Reflection 
or Group Discussion

1. It is clear in Scripture that women were active in ministry with the 
apostle Paul. How does this shape what we believe about women 
and church ministry today?

2. A number of prominent women in Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea, 
and Rome were early converts to Christianity. In what ways did 
their prominence contribute to the formation and growth of local 
churches?

3. God- fearers were among the early converts to Christianity. What 
do you think might have compelled them to set aside their faith in 
the local pantheon of gods and goddesses and search for a better 
object of belief?

4. In your opinion, in what ways do the ministries of women in the 
early churches resemble or differ from the ministries of women in 
Christian churches today?

9780310529392_GenderRoles_SC_int.indd   91 3/23/17   3:46 PM



  97

Chapter Six

the battle of the texts: 
1 tiMothy 2:12 and 

1 Corinthians 14:34–35

The complementarians defending Christian gender- based hierarchy state 
their case with these three presuppositions:

1. “We are persuaded that the Bible teaches that only men should 
be pastors and elders. That is, men should bear primary respon-
sibility for Christlike leadership and teaching in the church. So 
it is unbiblical, we believe, and therefore detrimental, for women 
to assume this role.”1

2. This gender- based hierarchy for church ministries rests on 
1 Corinthians 11:3: “Christ is the authority over every man, 
man is the authority over woman, and God is the authority over 
Christ.”2

3. “We think 1 Timothy 2:8–15 imposes two restrictions on the 
ministry of women: they are not to teach Christian doctrine to 
men and they are not to exercise authority directly over men in 

1. John Piper and Wayne Grudem, eds., Recovering Biblical Manhood and Womanhood: 
A Response to Evangelical Feminism, 2nd ed. (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2006), 60–61.

2. From Thomas R. Schreiner’s chapter in ibid., 128.
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the air and walk away from the issue. But we can’t do that. These passages 
are in the Bible, and we must deal with them. At the same time, it is 
becoming increasingly clear that the arguments based on them in defense 
of gender- based hierarchy do not always stand up to scrutiny.

Questions for Personal Reflection 
or Group Discussion

1. Why, in your opinion, would biblical scholars insist that “context 
is king”? What difference would the context of a verse make in 
how that verse is understood?

2. As you think about the application of 1 Timothy 2:12 to women, 
what are the main points you derive from a clear understanding of 
the individual words used by Paul?

3. As you think about 1 Corinthians 14:34–35, which of the four 
interpretations makes most sense to you? How does this inform 
how you would apply these verses?

4. In light of this chapter, how would you evaluate the case for a 
gender- based hierarchy for Christian ministry?
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Chapter Seven

the battle of the lexiCons: 
What does HEad Mean 
in the neW testaMent?

Words are important when we want to share ideas. But words also morph 
in their meaning. For example, the 1611 King James Version translation of 
1 Thessalonians 4:15 reads, “We which are alive and remain unto the com-
ing of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.” Prevent them from 
what? Four hundred years ago, the word prevent meant “to come before.” It 
did not have the sense of opposing someone or something. But now, in the 
twenty- first century, the verse is translated, “We who are still alive, who are 
left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have 
fallen asleep.” Over time, the meaning of the word prevent has changed.

One Greek word at the center of much discussion around how 
men and women relate in the home and the church is the word kephalē, 
translated “head.” It’s a common word in the New Testament, used 
seventy- two times. Most of the time, it refers to a person’s actual head, 
but it is also used as a metaphor. A metaphor takes a common word and 
uses it to explain something totally different. For example, we describe 
someone as a “night owl.” The person isn’t really an owl, but the metaphor 
implies someone who stays up very late at night.
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of gender- based hierarchy do not always stand up to scrutiny.

Questions for Personal Reflection 
or Group Discussion

1. Why, in your opinion, would biblical scholars insist that “context 
is king”? What difference would the context of a verse make in 
how that verse is understood?

2. As you think about the application of 1 Timothy 2:12 to women, 
what are the main points you derive from a clear understanding of 
the individual words used by Paul?

3. As you think about 1 Corinthians 14:34–35, which of the four 
interpretations makes most sense to you? How does this inform 
how you would apply these verses?

4. In light of this chapter, how would you evaluate the case for a 
gender- based hierarchy for Christian ministry?
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Chapter Seven

the battle of the lexiCons: 
What does HEad Mean 
in the neW testaMent?

Words are important when we want to share ideas. But words also morph 
in their meaning. For example, the 1611 King James Version translation of 
1 Thessalonians 4:15 reads, “We which are alive and remain unto the com-
ing of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.” Prevent them from 
what? Four hundred years ago, the word prevent meant “to come before.” It 
did not have the sense of opposing someone or something. But now, in the 
twenty- first century, the verse is translated, “We who are still alive, who are 
left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have 
fallen asleep.” Over time, the meaning of the word prevent has changed.

One Greek word at the center of much discussion around how 
men and women relate in the home and the church is the word kephalē, 
translated “head.” It’s a common word in the New Testament, used 
seventy- two times. Most of the time, it refers to a person’s actual head, 
but it is also used as a metaphor. A metaphor takes a common word and 
uses it to explain something totally different. For example, we describe 
someone as a “night owl.” The person isn’t really an owl, but the metaphor 
implies someone who stays up very late at night.
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to their husbands and husbands love their wives in a self- giving manner 
to the same degree that they love their own bodies.

God’s case for marriage has remained unchanged since Eden because 
bent and broken image bearers can be redeemed and transformed. 
Marriage is designed to transform us. But God’s case for marriage also 
includes the possibility of our being a daily, living demonstration to a 
watching world of the relationship of Christ to his bride, the church. 
Marriage is thus a vehicle through which God speaks to the world around 
us through our changed lives.

Questions for Personal Reflection 
or Group Discussion

1. How do you respond to the battle over the first- century meanings 
of the word head?

2. If 1 Corinthians 11:3–12 is actually about issues of shame and 
honor (rather than about authority structures), why do you think 
Paul insisted on Christians conforming to cultural expectations 
about hairstyles at that time?

3. What do you believe Ephesians 5:21–33 teaches about the 
relationship of husbands and wives?

4. How would you harmonize the teachings in Ephesians 5:21–33 
with Paul’s insistence in 1 Corinthians 7:4 that authority in 
Christian marriage is mutual?
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Chapter Eight

is Jesus eternally 
subordinate to God 
the father? or are 

they Coequal?

In June 2016, Christianity Today published an important article titled 
“Gender and the Trinity: From Proxy War to Civil War,” noting that “the 
latest complementarian debate isn’t over women’s subordination— but 
Christ’s.” The article then explained what is going on and why it matters:

On June 3, the Alliance of Confessing Evangelicals (ACE) 
published the first half of a guest post by Liam Goligher, senior 
minister of Tenth Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia, on 
its blog . . .

In his two- part blog post, Goligher strongly critiqued well- 
known theologians Bruce Ware (Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary) and Wayne Grudem (Phoenix Seminary) for presenting 
a “novel view of God; a different God than that affirmed by the 
church through the ages and taught in Scripture.”1

1. Caleb Lindgren, “Gender and the Trinity: From Proxy War to Civil War,” Christianity 
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consist in a unity in plurality.”28 When God created humanity in the 
divine image, that humanity (singular, a unity) was created as male and 
female (a plurality). As bearers of the divine image, we are called in our 
relationships to image our relational God. If there were an ongoing sub-
ordination in the Trinity, we would be called to reflect that in our human 
relationships. But if a “Blessed Alliance” is the truth of God’s Word, then 
we must strongly oppose any idea of the Son being eternally subordinated 
to God the Father.

Questions for Personal Reflection 
or Group Discussion

1. What (if anything) does a chapter on this subject contribute to 
your understanding of how men and women are to relate to one 
another in the home and in the church?

2. How can the relational analogy of a parent and child (in this case, 
father and son) help us think about our relationship to God?

3. As you think about God coming to earth as a human being, what 
would God have to give up in the process?

4. If we are created in God’s image and called to image God in 
our world, what impact would this doctrine of Jesus’ eternal 
subordination to God the Father have on how we image God?

28. Erickson, Christian Theology, 329.
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Chapter Nine

WoMen, leadershiP,  
and the nature 

of Ministry

In the roughly thirty- five years between Jesus’ ascension to the Father and 
the martyrdoms of Peter and Paul, the gospel spread out from Pentecost 
in Jerusalem to the north, south, east, and west. We have only snippets of 
information about the great distances covered as the gospel was carried 
over the Silk Road to the gates of China or down into the heart of Africa. 
The book of Acts and the apostolic letters detail only the westward pro-
gress of the gospel throughout the Roman Empire. In this book, we must 
be content with that part of God’s story.

Thus far in Part 2, we’ve evaluated two of the three basic comple-
mentarian presuppositions supporting gender- based hierarchy for both 
church and home:

1. “We are persuaded that the Bible teaches that only men should 
be pastors and elders. That is, men should bear primary respon-
sibility for Christlike leadership and teaching in the church. So it 
is unbiblical, we believe, and therefore detrimental, for women to 
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Conclusion

Complementarians have based their case on three presuppositions: 
(1) the Bible establishes a gender- based hierarchy for Christian minis-
try; (2) women are not to teach men or exercise authority over them 
in the church; and (3) that these two presuppositions are immutable 
and apply to all Christians at all times in all places. But as we examine 
the Scriptures, we find that in every case, these presuppositions rest on 
erroneous ways of using the Bible and crumble in the face of an honest 
examination of God’s Word. Women had freedom to lead in various 
ways in most of the Pauline churches, assuring us that one size does not 
fit all. What men and women can do in any given church depends on 
the ability of its congregation to handle their issues appropriately as the 
body of Christ.

Questions for Personal Reflection 
or Group Discussion

1. How do Jesus’ teachings on leadership affect how you think about 
leadership in the church?

2. How would you define the nature of ministry in the context of 
the church?

3. What difference does it make whether a church excludes or 
includes women in its leadership?

4. As you come to the end of your exploration of biblical teachings 
about women, what do you think are the most important factors 
to consider?

9780310529392_GenderRoles_SC_int.indd   158 3/23/17   3:46 PM



  161

Chapter Ten

PatristiC and  
Medieval attitudes 

toWard WoMen 

Patriarchy was built into the cultural DNA of the Roman Empire. The 
counterpunch against it began with Jesus and was carried on by leaders of 
the early churches, but the wider culture pushed back with a thoroughly 
misogynistic patriarchy. Its roots lay in the writings of Aristotle (384–322 
BC), who was explicit that women were inferior to men. He proposed 
that a woman was a deformity, a failed male. A woman’s role in society 
was dictated by her flawed anatomy. Citing the Pythagorean Table of 
Opposites, Aristotle described women as “dark, secret, ever- moving, not 
self- contained, and lacking its own boundaries” in contrast to men who 
were “light, honest, good, stable, self- contained and firmly bounded.”1 
While Plato promoted equality of opportunity for women, he also made 
degrading remarks about women. For centuries these notions of female 
inferiority controlled cultural attitudes and actions throughout the 
Greco- Roman civilization.

1. Quoted in Kayla Huber, “Everybody’s a Little Bit Sexist,” Eukaryon (March 2015), www 
.lakeforest.edu/live/files/2700-hubereverybodypdf (accessed November 22, 2016).
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Questions for Personal Reflection 
or Group Discussion

1. Even as cultural ideas helped shape Christian theology in the 
patristic period, what kind of cultural ideas today may impact 
Christian beliefs?

2. With the strong emphasis on virginity and celibacy as essential 
to spiritual formation and the knowledge of God, where in your 
opinion could the medieval church have missed the boat?

3. Weighing the pros and cons of the Reformation on women’s lives, 
how would you evaluate the most important changes for women 
that came from that movement?

4. While patriarchy in the Middle Ages was harsh to a degree we find 
unimaginable today, in what ways can patriarchy be harsh today?
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Chapter Eleven

Can PatriarChal 
ideas survive the 

renaissanCe and the aGe 
of enliGhtenMent?

When we read about the Dark Ages, we’re not surprised to find them 
“dark” for most people, but particularly for women. But when we hear 
words like Renaissance (French for “rebirth”) or the Age of Enlightenment 
(casting light to dispel the dark), they may give us hope that, at last, cir-
cumstances will change for women. Is it possible that in both religious 
and secular spheres, the modern Western world did not rid itself entirely 
of the burden of patriarchy?

The great Roman Empire had effectively split into two parts by the 
end of the fourth century. As northern tribes nibbled at it, the Western 
Roman Empire began to disintegrate, falling to the Ostrogothic 
Kingdom by the end of the fifth century. But the Eastern Roman 
Empire, based in Constantinople (present- day Istanbul), continued 
to rule parts of the Middle East for a thousand years until it fell to the 
Ottoman Turks in 1453. For most of that millennium, it was a powerful 
cultural, economic, and military force, preserving much of the ancient 
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Questions for Personal Reflection 
or Group Discussion

1. Over the four centuries covered in this chapter, what do you see as 
the most important turning points for women?

2. The century of bloody religious wars was one unintended 
consequence of the Reformation. Could those wars have been 
avoided? If so, how?

3. How do you respond to the inconsistency of a gender hierarchy 
within a supposedly universal egalitarian system? What may have 
contributed to this inconsistency?

4. Which of the three “revolutions” through which American 
women passed in the eighteenth century do you think had the 
most impact on women’s lives?
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Chapter Twelve

reCyClinG the Cult  
of true WoManhood

Can patriarchy survive the modern world’s veneration of womanhood? 
As cultures moved from seeing women as “the whore” or “the witch” 
to a new view of them as persons of worth, even as persons superior in 
some respects to the male sex, it would seem that the battle to eliminate 
patriarchy was nearing victory. But was it?

The Doctrine of Separate Spheres

What makes a man a “man”? Before the Industrial Revolution, men 
confirmed their manliness in three ways. First, their work required 
physical strength, skill, and often risk to their lives— factors wives and 
children saw daily. Second, masculine work historically rested on bloody 
aggression as the hunter or warrior. Whether hunting for food or at war 
for security, men knew the camaraderie, terror, pain, and joy of battle 
from which women were excluded. Third, the patriarchal family structure 
supported a traditional masculine identity. A man’s primary role in the 
family was as father, not husband, and sons were controlled through 
promised economic security passed on by the father.1

1. See Betty A. DeBerg, Ungodly Women: Gender and the First Wave of American Funda-
mentalism (Minneapolis: Fortress, 1990), 15–16. 
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apostle Paul’s troubles with the Ephesian church. A limitation is that 
the book focuses exclusively on issues surrounding one primary text 
(1 Timothy 2:12) rather than providing a more comprehensive discussion 
of a wider range of issues. While the default is a complementarian under-
standing of gender roles in the church, the contributors have given much 
useful background information about Greco- Roman life and culture in 
the period 60–69 (during which decade they assume Paul wrote his letters 
to Timothy and Titus).

From John R. Rice to Andreas Köstenberger and Tom Schreiner, 
these writers moved from harsh to conciliatory in tone and increasing 
efforts at solid research, but in the end, the conclusion is still the same: 
important gender distinctions are biblical and must be maintained by 
means of a doctrine of separate spheres. The recycling of the Cult of True 
Womanhood has produced appealing arguments for this doctrine, but 
in the end, patriarchy is still alive and well in these circles.

Questions for Personal Reflection 
or Group Discussion

1. How did the doctrine of separate spheres help men in their shift 
from early markers of masculinity to those appropriate to their 
lives in nineteenth- century businesses?

2. In what ways did the Cult of True Womanhood backfire as a 
means of shoring up the doctrine of separate spheres?

3. What were some of the advantages of newly available advanced 
education for women at the end of the nineteenth century?

4. What (if anything) do you see in today’s world that attempts to 
reproduce the doctrine of separate spheres or the Cult of True 
Womanhood?
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Chapter Thirteen

Where are We today? 
rethinkinG What 

We’ve been tauGht

Throughout this book, the term complementarian has been used to 
describe those who support gender- based hierarchy for the church and 
home. This is their term, which they chose to define their position. At 
odds with this is the fact that others who do not support gender- based 
hierarchy for the church and home also use the term complementarity self- 
descriptively. They see important differences between men and women 
that mandate combining their differences for best results.

This confronts us with contrasting notions about this word. Both 
hierarchicalists and egalitarians would agree that God created humanity 
as male and female deliberately, purposefully. But how does God intend 
that gender difference to play itself out in the home or church? Is this 
difference so startling that all we can say is that “men are from Mars, 
women are from Venus”? Are men and women from different planets? 
In that light, is the only solution that we create separate spheres for each 
sex, with men in authority? Or is there a more valid way of seeing our 
complementarity as a call to work together, side by side?
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Questions for Personal Reflection 
or Group Discussion
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the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms” (6:12). We cannot 
shrug off church history as if the millions of women’s blighted lives didn’t 
matter. The enmity between the serpent and the woman (Genesis 3:15) is 
an enmity from those powers of this dark world. It is ongoing. It is here. 
How will we respond to the challenge it presents?

Questions for Personal Reflection 
or Group Discussion

1. What difference does it make when people move the goalposts 
having to do with how men and women relate in the church 
and home?

2. From the brain difference studies, what do you think are possible 
consequences of failing to pool brain resources in decision 
making?

3. If it’s true that Jesus has “all authority” and commissions us to 
work together for his kingdom, what difference can that make in 
how we think about leadership?

4. If the “Blessed Alliance” is one of God’s two load- bearing walls in 
his world, how does this relate to the enmity between Satan and 
the woman?
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