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Four hundred and fifty years ago the work of one man went a long
way toward bringing a whole nation to a Bible-centered Christian faith.
The English Reformation of the sixteenth century and the origin of
the Church of England are a much more complicated story than that,
but the influence wielded by Archbishop Thomas Cranmer and his
Book of Common Prayer on the history of world Christianity has been
enormous.

Has that influence now finally come to an end? Is there anything
still to learn from the Anglican tradition for those who want to put the
Bible at the center of their church services? In much of the denomi-
nation the situation today is grim. Malcolm Muggeridge once com-
mented, “Words cannot convey the doctrinal confusion, ineptitude and
sheer chicanery of the run-of-the-mill incumbent [minister], with his
Thirty-Nine Articles1 in which he does not even purport to believe,

64

Chapter 2

F OLLOWING IN
CRANMER’S FOOTSTEPS

MARK ASHTON WITH C. J. DAVIS

1. The Thirty-Nine Articles are a set of doctrinal formulae first issued by Convo-
cation in 1563 in an attempt by the Church of England to define its dogmatic position 
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1. Infants and toddlers—i.e., nursery.
2. Admin. by Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights

reserved. Used by permission.

First Sample Service Outline

10:30 A.M. 18 October 1998
with Crèche1 and Trekkers (3–10)

[Welcome]

HYMN Sing to God new songs of worship—
all his deeds are marvellous;
he has brought salvation to us
with his hand and holy arm:
he has shown to all the nations
righteousness and saving power;
he recalled his truth and mercy
to his people Israel.

Sing to God new songs of worship—
earth has seen his victory;
let the lands of earth be joyful
praising him with thankfulness:
sound upon the harp his praises,
play to him with melody;
let the trumpets sound his triumph,
show your joy to God the king!

Sing to God new songs of worship—
let the sea now make a noise;
all on earth and in the waters
sound your praises to the Lord:
let the hills rejoice together,
let the rivers clap their hands,
for with righteousness and justice
he will come to judge the earth.

[from Cantate Domino (Psalm 98)]2

(© Michael Baughen/Jubilate Hymns) CCL Licence 1584
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Appendix

Putting the Principles into Practice

It would not be in keeping with the rest of this chapter to provide “model”
service outlines. One of the weaknesses of the use of the Book of Common
Prayer over the centuries has been the way it has encouraged the clergy
of the Church of England to lead church services without thought and
without preparation. So this appendix is not an attempt to provide mod-
ern equivalents for Morning and Evening Prayer. Nevertheless, in many
situations it is not possible to redesign church services each week. Litur-
gical patterns are unavoidable. While the day of a national liturgy may
have gone, there is still the need for good local liturgy.

So for what they are worth, three “real” services are included here with
a parallel commentary about the material used. They have been selected
at random to provide examples (not models) of how the principles of this
chapter might be put in to practice. The dominant criteria in the planning
were to provide appropriate services for different occasions which were
driven by the Bible, were friendly to outsiders, and were short. (The deci-
sion had been taken at this particular church to endeavor to keep services
to approximately one hour, with “family” services aiming to be nearer 45
minutes. See the discussion of service length on pages 100–101). 

This book was written at the time when the Alternative Service Book
of the Church of England came to the end of its life. The current state of
Anglican liturgical revision allows the local congregation considerable
freedom to fashion service patterns that suit their own particular needs
and that are thoroughly biblical. New resources for church services are
being published all the time, although few of them express a thorough-
going reformed theology. The challenge is to discover good liturgical
material in the available books and to fit it into a service pattern that bal-
ances familiarity with freshness and that is appropriate to the congrega-
tion concerned.1

Mark Ashton with C. J. Davis

109

1. Any list of resources will date rapidly, but some works useful in planning serv-
ices (in addition to hymnals and song books) are given on page 135 at the end of this
appendix.
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3. Reprinted here with permission.

CONFESSION

[Together] Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us,
forgive us all that is past; 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life,
to the glory of your name. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

SONG Jesus’ love is very wonderful,
Jesus’ love is very wonderful,
Jesus’ love is very wonderful,
O wonderful love!

So high, you can’t get over it,
so low, you can’t get under it,
so wide, you can’t get round it,
O wonderful love!

(H.W. Rattle © Scripture Union) CCL 15843

NOTICES [Collection]

(Trekkers leave)

PRAYERS
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THEME SONG Foolish the wisdom of the world,
its certainties denied
by wisdom of God’s foolishness
that is Christ crucified.

Christ is my strength, my righteousness,
who shatters worldly pride.
God grant that I should nothing know
except Christ crucified.

He chose the weak to shame the strong,
the fool to shame the wise,
he lifted high the humble things
philosophers despise.

Christ is my strength. . . .

This foolish message of the cross
we preach, though some deride.
We fools for Jesus cannot boast
save in Christ crucified.

Christ is my strength. . . .
(Hilary Jolly)4

READING 1 Corinthians 1:17—2:5 Page 1144

SERMON God’s Power

We cannot experience God’s power,
while we cling to our own human “wisdom”

1. God became weak: Christ crucified 1:17–25

2. God chose the weak 1:26–31

3. God used weakness 2:1–5

The Result: A Faith Resting on God’s Power 2:5

COMMUNION

(When the bread comes to you where you sit, if you wish to share it please take a
piece, pass the plate to your neighbor, perhaps with the words “Given for you,”
and then eat your bread. When the cup reaches you, please take a sip, and then
pass it to your neighbor, perhaps with the words “Shed for you.” If you do not
want to share the communion, please pass both on. During the administration
there will be some quiet singing. Please join in if you would like to.)

WORSHIP BY THE BOOK

114

4. © Jubilate Hymns Ltd. Admin. by Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL
60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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4. © Jubilate Hymns Ltd. Admin. by Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL
60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

[Together] We do not presume 
to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your abundant and great mercies.
We are not worthy even
to gather up the crumbs under your table.
But you are the same Lord who delights in showing mercy.
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,
so to eat this bread and drink this wine
that our bodies and souls
may be made clean by Christ’s body and blood 
and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

[Together] Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we thank you that in your tender mercy 
you gave your only Son Jesus Christ 
to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption;
he made there a full atonement for the sins of the whole world,
offering once for all his one sacrifice of himself;
he instituted, and in his holy gospel commanded us to continue,
a perpetual memory of his precious death until he comes again.

In the same night that he was betrayed,
he took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.”
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave 

you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

Amen.

THE ADMINISTRATION

SONG It’s your blood that cleanses me,
it’s your blood that gives me life.
It’s your blood that paid the price
in redeeming sacrifice;
and washes me whiter than the snow, than the snow,
Lord Jesus, God’s precious sacrifice.
(Michael Christ © 1985 Mercy Publishing/Thankyou Music) CCL Licence 15845

WORSHIP BY THE BOOK
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5. All rights reserved. Reprinted here by permission.
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PRAYER

[Together] Almighty God, we offer you our souls and bodies,
to be a living sacrifice, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Send us out into the world in the power of your Spirit,
to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.

HYMN To God be the glory! Great things he has done;
so loved he the world that he gave us his Son
who yielded his life an atonement for sin,
and opened the life-gate that all may go in.

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord!
let the earth hear his voice;
praise the Lord, praise the Lord!
let the people rejoice;
O come to the Father 
through Jesus the Son
and give him the glory;
great things he has done.

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood!
to every believer the promise of God;
the vilest offender who truly believes,
that moment from Jesus a pardon receives.

Praise the Lord . . .

Great things he has taught us, great things he has done
and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son:
but purer and higher and greater will be
our wonder, our gladness, when Jesus we see!

Praise the Lord . . .

FINAL PRAYER

[Coffee and tea will now be brought to you where you sit.]

WORSHIP BY THE BOOK
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Second Sample Service Outline

5:00 P.M. 8 November 1998

Guest Service with Pathfinders (11–14) and crèche facilities

[Welcome]

HYMN My song is love unknown,
my Saviour’s love for me;
love to the loveless shown
that they might lovely be:
but who am I, that for my sake
my Lord should take frail flesh and die?

He came from heaven’s throne
salvation to bestow;
but they refused, and none
the longed-for Christ would know:
this is my friend, my friend indeed,
who at my need his life did spend.

With angry shouts, they have
my dear Lord done away;
a murderer they save,
the Prince of life they slay!
Yet willingly he bears the shame
that through his name all might be free.

Here might I stay and sing
of him my soul adores;
never was love, dear King,
never was grief like yours!
This is my friend in whose sweet praise
I all my days could gladly spend.

(S. Crossman © in this version Jubilate Hymns) CCL Licence 15846

CONFESSION Lord the only God,
compassionate and gracious,
slow to anger and full of love:
be with us now.

WORSHIP BY THE BOOK
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6. Admin. by Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.
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Judge of the guilty,
we have been stubborn,
we have rebelled against you:
forgive our wickedness and sin,
and receive us as your own;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

(From Bible Praying, Michael Perry, Fount. # 69)

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

SKETCH “Do Not Touch”

NOTICES [Collection]

(Pathfinders leave)

SONG How deep the Father’s love for us,
how vast beyond all measure,
that he should give his only Son
to make a wretch his treasure.
How great the pain of searing loss:
the Father turns his face away
as wounds which mar the chosen one
bring many sons to glory.

Behold the man upon the cross,
my sin upon his shoulders;
ashamed, I hear my mocking voice
call out among the scoffers.
It was my sin that held him there
until it was accomplished;
his dying breath has brought me life—
God knows that it is finished.

I will not boast in anything,
no wealth, no power, no wisdom;
but I will boast in Jesus Christ,
his death and resurrection.
Why should I gain from his reward?
I cannot give an answer,
but this I know with all my heart,
his wounds have paid my ransom.
(Stuart Townsend © 1995 Kingsways Thankyou Music) CCL Licence 15847

PRAYERS

WORSHIP BY THE BOOK
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PRAYERS

WORSHIP BY THE BOOK
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INTERVIEW / TESTIMONY

SONG The Lord my shepherd rules my life
and gives me all I need;
he leads me by refreshing streams,
in pastures green I feed.

The Lord revives my failing strength
he makes my joy complete;
and in right paths, for his name’s sake,
he guides my faltering feet.

Though in a valley dark as death
no evil makes me fear;
your shepherd’s staff protects my way,
for you are with me there.

While all my enemies look on
you spread a royal feast;
you fill my cup, anoint my head,
and treat me as your guest.

Your goodness and your gracious love
pursue me all my days;
your house, O Lord, shall be my home—
your name, my endless praise.

To Father, Son, and Spirit, praise!
to God whom we adore
be worship, glory, power and love,
both now and evermore.

(from Psalm 23)
(© in this version Christopher Idle/Jubilate Hymns) 8

READING Genesis 3:14–24

SERMON Paradise Lost

HYMN I cannot tell why he whom angels worship
should set his love upon the sons of men,
or why as shepherd he should seek the wanderers,
to bring them back, they know not how or when.
But this I know, that he was born of Mary
when Bethlehem’s manger was his only home,
and that he lived at Nazareth and laboured;
and so the saviour, saviour of the world, has come.

WORSHIP BY THE BOOK
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I cannot tell how silently he suffered
as with his peace he graced this place of tears,
nor how his heart upon the cross was broken,
the crown of pain to three and thirty years.
But this I know, he heals the broken-hearted
and takes our sin and calms our lurking fear,
and lifts the burden from the heavy-laden
for still the saviour, saviour of the world, is here.

I cannot tell how he will win the nations,
how he will claim his earthly heritage,
how satisfy the needs and aspirations
of east and west, of sinner and of sage.
But this I know, all flesh shall see his glory,
and he shall reap the harvest he has sown,
and some glad day his sun will shine in splendour
when he the saviour, saviour of the world, is known.

(W. Y. Fullerton) CCL Licence 1584

FINAL PRAYER

AFTER-MEETING

[Coffee and tea will now be brought to you where you sit.]

WORSHIP BY THE BOOK
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Third Sample Service Outline

10:30 A.M. 3 January 1999

United Family Service with Young People’s Orchestra 
and crèches

[Welcome]

HYMN As with gladness men of old
did the guiding star behold,
as with joy they hailed its light,
leading onward, gleaming bright:
so, most gracious Lord, may we
evermore your splendour see.

As with joyful steps they sped
to that lowly manger bed,
there to bend the knee before
Christ whom heaven and earth adore:
so with ever-quickening pace
may we seek your throne of grace.

Holy Jesus, every day
keep us in the narrow way,
and when earthly things are past,
bring our ransomed souls at last;
where they need no star to guide,
where no clouds your glory hide.

In the heavenly city bright
none shall need created light—
you, its light, its joy, its crown,
you its sun which goes not down;
there for ever may we sing
alleluias to our king.

(W. C. Dix © in this version Jubilate Hymns) CCL Licence 15849
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CONFESSION SONG

[Together] For the things that I’ve done wrong,
things that I remember long,
hurting you and those I love,
I am very sorry, God.

Help me Father now I pray,
take all sin and guilt away,
cleanse the secrets of my heart,
fill my life in every part.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

CAROL It’s not the bright light but it’s the starlight
that showed the shepherds where the baby lay.
It’s not the presents but it’s the giving
of the Lord to us on Christmas day.
He gave Jesus, Jesus, let’s stand up for Jesus;
He’s the reason we celebrate this season.
Jesus is the Saviour we’ve been waiting for.

Jesus the Saviour of the world is the way,
so I’ll follow the Saviour of the world.
With all the rushing and all the worry
that’s in our busy lives from day to day
Lord, may we shine out and may we burn bright
as lamps that point to you always.
Jesus, Jesus, give your heart to Jesus,
He’s the reason we celebrate this season
Jesus is the one we worship and adore.

(Anita Davidson)

NOTICES [Collection]

PRAYERS

CAROL We three kings of Orient are,
bearing gifts we travel afar—
field and fountain, moor and mountain—
following yonder star.

O star of wonder, star of night,
star with royal beauty bright:
westward leading,
still proceeding,
guide us to your perfect light!
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Born a king on Bethlehem’s plain—
gold I bring to crown him again:
king for ever, ceasing never,
over us all to reign.

O star of wonder . . .

Frankincense to offer have I—
incense tells of Deity nigh;
prayer and praising all are raising:
worship him—God most high!

O star of wonder . . .

Myrrh is mine—its bitter perfume
breathes a life of gathering gloom:
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,
sealed in the stone-cold tomb.

O star of wonder . . .

Glorious now behold him arise—
king and God and sacrifice!
Heaven sings “Alleluia!”
“Alleluia!” the earth replies.

O star of wonder . . .

READING Matthew 2:1–12
(Printed out in full from the Good News Bible)

CAROL The virgin Mary had a baby boy,
the virgin Mary had a baby boy,
the virgin Mary had a baby boy
and they say that his name is Jesus.

He come from the glory,
he come from the glorious kingdom;
(Yes!) he come from the glory,
he come from the glorious kingdom:

O yes, believer!
O yes, believer!

He come from the glory,
he come from the glorious kingdom.

The angels sang when the baby was born,
the angels sang when the baby was born,
the angels sang when the baby was born
and they sang that his name is Jesus.

He come from the glory . . .
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The shepherds came where the baby was born,
the shepherds came where the baby was born,
the shepherds came where the baby was born
and they say that his name is Jesus.

He come from the glory . . . 
(West Indian © collected Boosey & Hawkes) CCL Licence 1584

SERMON The Star in the East

CAROL The first nowell the angel did say
was to Bethlehem’s shepherds in fields as they lay;
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep:

Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell,
born is the king of Israel!

Then wise men from a country far
looked up and saw a guiding star;
they traveled on by night and day
to reach the place where Jesus lay:

Nowell, nowell . . .

At Bethlehem they entered in,
on bended knee they worshipped him;
they offered there in his presence
their gold and myrrh and frankincense:

Nowell, nowell . . .

Then let us all with one accord
sing praises to our heavenly Lord;
for Christ has our salvation wrought
and with his blood our life has bought:

Nowell, nowell . . . 
(© in this version Word and Music/Jubilate Hymns) CCL Licence 158410

FINAL PRAYER

[Coffee and tea will now be brought to you where you sit.]

WORSHIP BY THE BOOK

134

10. Admin. by Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights
reserved. Used by permission.

02WorshipByBook/2  7/1/02  9:35 AM  Page 134

Sermon—This was preached by a male member of staff (the student
worker), who spoke for 12 minutes, explaining the story of the Magi and
applying it in ways appropriate both to the small children, who were gath-
ered around his feet, and to the rest of the congregation. He used color-
ful pictures on a Velcro board to keep the attention of the young (along
with other visual aids, like a large silver star hanging from the rafters of the
church). The sermon focused particularly on the contrast between the
reaction of King Herod and “everyone else in Jerusalem” (v. 3) and that of
the visitors from the East. It interpreted a familiar post-Christmas pas-
sage but avoided being predictable.

Carol—Once again the familiarity of this carol outweighed the obscu-
rity of its language (few church members know what “nowell” means!). It
was introduced by the preacher.

Final Prayer—This was led by the staff member’s wife who had given
the notices. It was a simple prayer, easily followed by young children.

Conclusion

This service came at a fairly quiet time in the life of the church, and it
also came after the church had had a number of United Family Services
in succession (the children’s work having had a break over the Christmas
period). Nevertheless, it worked well, lasting 45 minutes, with a nice blend
of familiarity and freshness, and a fast and lively pace maintained through-
out. Leading that was up-tempo without being flippant played an impor-
tant part in helping the service to work well.

Mark Ashton with C. J. Davis
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Unlike the Anglican Mark Ashton and the Presbyterian Tim Keller,
I came to my Reformed convictions and theology of worship apart
from a defined denominational tradition.

My earliest religious memories extend back to 1949 when my
Southern Baptist grandmother, Rose Hughes, took me as a six-year-
old to a huge tent on the corner of Washington and Hill Streets in Los
Angeles to hear a young evangelist named Billy Graham. The dressed-
up crowd, the young evangelist’s blue eyes radiating in the spotlights,
and cowboy Stuart Hamblin singing “Just a Closer Walk With Thee”
are etched on my memory.

During the following years my family trekked in from the suburbs
to worship at Vermont Avenue Presbyterian Church. It was there,
hushed and seated next to my mother along with other reverent wor-
shipers in the dark, Scottish-kirk ambience of that old church, that I
began to sense the transcendence of God and to be drawn to Christ.
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Morning Corporate Worship Services

Example A: Morning Worship, April 11, 1999
The preaching text for that morning was 2 Timothy 2:8–13, in which

Paul affirms that the resurrection is at the heart of the gospel he preaches:
“Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David.
This is my gospel . . .” (v. 8). Providentially, this passage from an ongoing
series on the Pastoral Epistles fell on the Sunday following Easter, which
provided us with a natural and exciting opportunity to continue the cele-
bration of Easter while at the same time expounding the full text of the
passage.

The tune chosen for the doxology was LASST UNS ERFREUEN, which
with its “Alleluias” expresses resurrection joy. We use this tune from
Easter to Pentecost. The haunting anthem “Christ Is Now Arisen” focused
powerfully on the scriptural theme, as did the bell choir’s “Alleluia! The
Strife Is O’er.” The progression of the three hymns “The Day of Resur-
rection,” “Good Christian Men Rejoice” (which might have seemed out of
place had this passage been preached in another season), and “Jesus Lives
and So Shall I,” all worked to build ringing unity. The final hymn became
a resounding congregational response to the Word preached.

R. Kent Hughes
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Morning Worship, April 11, 1999

[As you are seated, please move to the center of the pew,
so others can join you in worship.]

Prelude Morning Edvard Grieg

O Sons and Daughters Let Us Sing arr. F. Gramann
And we with holy church unite 
As evermore is just and right
In glory to the King of Light.
Jubilation Ringers, Bryan Park, conductor

Choral Call to Worship

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. 
Serve the Lord with gladness;
come before him with joyful songs. (Ps. 100:1–2)

Welcome † Pastor Marc Maillefer

Silence
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Appendix A

College Church Worship

1. Sunday Morning
Planning—For years I met on Thursdays with my executive pastor,

part-time minister of music, and a spiritually and aesthetically minded mem-
ber of the congregation to plan corporate services. After prayer, the first
part of our time was spent evaluating the previous Sunday. Next we planned
future services, and then we gave attention to any loose ends for the com-
ing Sunday. This hands-on approach was for me an education in itself.

Now that we employ a full-time minister of music, the burden has
shifted to his capable shoulders. His practice is to study the upcoming
texts on his own to discover their themes or “melodic lines” (he consults
me only if necessary) and then to mold the order of corporate worship
around the biblical text. Weekly evaluation takes place first in the staff
meeting and then by ourselves in a brief meeting.

In addition to keeping an eye on the six distinctives of worship, special
attention is given to planning services that are unified around the biblical
text from beginning to end. The services are characterized by creative
excellence and joyous warmth. Generally, the congregation is unaware of
the depth of unity as it worships. We like it this way. Self-conscious “unity”
can be strained and distracting.

We vary the order of corporate worship from time to time. Below are
two examples, listed side-by-side for comparison:

Prelude Prelude
Welcome Choral Call to Worship
Silence Welcome
Introit Silence
Apostles’ Creed Invocation
Hymn Doxology
Congregational Prayer/Lord’s Prayer Apostles’ Creed
Anthem Hymn
God at Work Anthem
Scripture Reading Tithes and Offerings
Sermon Scripture Reading
Hymn Gloria Patri

R. Kent Hughes
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Invocation 9:00—Pastor David White
10:40—Pastor Niel Nielson

Doxology * LASST UNS ERFREUEN

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost;
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Apostles’ Creed *

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; 
and in Jesus Christ, His only son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin, Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; 
the third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy, catholic church; 
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn #168 *† The Day of Resurrection

Congregational Prayer/Lord’s Prayer
(See inside back cover of hymnal) Pastor Kent Hughes

Hymn #170 † Good Christian Men, Rejoice and Sing

Anthem Christ Is Now Arisen Lee Scott
Chancel Choir Greg Wheatley conducting

Now the song is begun, for the battle is done, and the victory won:
Now the foe is scattered: Death’s dark prison shattered:
Sing of joy, joy, joy; sing of joy, joy, joy;
And today raise the lay, Christ is now arisen!
They that followed in pain shall now follow to reign,

and the crown shall obtain;
They were sore assaulted, they shall be exalted:
Sing of life, life, life; sing of life, life, life;
Earth and skies bid it rise, Christ is now arisen!
For the foe nevermore can approach to that shore,

when the conflict is o’er;
There is joy supernal; there is peace eternal;
Sing of joy, joy, joy; sing of joy, joy, joy;
Earth and skies bid it rise, Christ is now arisen!

WORSHIP BY THE BOOK
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Then be brave, then be true, ye despised and ye few,
for the crown is for you:

Christ, who went before you, spreads His buckler o’er you.
Sing of strength, strength, strength, sing of strength, strength, strength;
Earth and skies bid it rise, Christ is now arisen!
Lo, the vict’ry is won, and the foe is scattered, death’s dark prison 

shattered!
Hallelujah! Earth and skies bid it rise, Christ is now arisen!
Hallelujah! Come today, raise the lay, Christ is now arisen!

Tithes and Offerings **

Offertory † Alleluia! The Strife Is O’er arr. F. Gramann
Jubilation Ringers

Death’s mightiest powers have done their worst 
And Jesus hath his foes dispersed
Let shouts of praise and joy outburst. Alleluia!
On the third morn he rose again Glorious in majesty to reign
O let us swell the joyful strain. Alleluia!

Scripture Reading * 2 Timothy 2:8–13 9:00—Mrs. Diane Jordan
(P. 1178) 10:40—Mr. Bill Ladd

Gloria Patri * GREATOREX

Hymn #575

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end.

Amen. Amen.

Sermon The Essential Memory Pastor Kent Hughes

Hymn #159 * Jesus Lives and So Shall I

Benediction * Pastor Kent Hughes

[Please be seated for a moment of reflection]

Postlude Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing H. Willan
Ed Childs, organ

[Reception for visitors in the Fireside Room 
immediately following each service.]

* Congregation standing

† Ushers will assist worshipers to seating

** 10:40 a.m.; Children dismissed for Wonders of Worship: K, Room 001; Grades 1–2, Room 205
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Invocation 9:00—Pastor David White
10:40—Pastor Niel Nielson

Doxology * LASST UNS ERFREUEN

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost;
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Apostles’ Creed *

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; 
and in Jesus Christ, His only son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin, Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; 
the third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy, catholic church; 
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn #168 *† The Day of Resurrection

Congregational Prayer/Lord’s Prayer
(See inside back cover of hymnal) Pastor Kent Hughes

Hymn #170 † Good Christian Men, Rejoice and Sing

Anthem Christ Is Now Arisen Lee Scott
Chancel Choir Greg Wheatley conducting

Now the song is begun, for the battle is done, and the victory won:
Now the foe is scattered: Death’s dark prison shattered:
Sing of joy, joy, joy; sing of joy, joy, joy;
And today raise the lay, Christ is now arisen!
They that followed in pain shall now follow to reign,

and the crown shall obtain;
They were sore assaulted, they shall be exalted:
Sing of life, life, life; sing of life, life, life;
Earth and skies bid it rise, Christ is now arisen!
For the foe nevermore can approach to that shore,

when the conflict is o’er;
There is joy supernal; there is peace eternal;
Sing of joy, joy, joy; sing of joy, joy, joy;
Earth and skies bid it rise, Christ is now arisen!
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Then be brave, then be true, ye despised and ye few,
for the crown is for you:

Christ, who went before you, spreads His buckler o’er you.
Sing of strength, strength, strength, sing of strength, strength, strength;
Earth and skies bid it rise, Christ is now arisen!
Lo, the vict’ry is won, and the foe is scattered, death’s dark prison 

shattered!
Hallelujah! Earth and skies bid it rise, Christ is now arisen!
Hallelujah! Come today, raise the lay, Christ is now arisen!

Tithes and Offerings **

Offertory † Alleluia! The Strife Is O’er arr. F. Gramann
Jubilation Ringers

Death’s mightiest powers have done their worst 
And Jesus hath his foes dispersed
Let shouts of praise and joy outburst. Alleluia!
On the third morn he rose again Glorious in majesty to reign
O let us swell the joyful strain. Alleluia!

Scripture Reading * 2 Timothy 2:8–13 9:00—Mrs. Diane Jordan
(P. 1178) 10:40—Mr. Bill Ladd

Gloria Patri * GREATOREX

Hymn #575

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end.

Amen. Amen.

Sermon The Essential Memory Pastor Kent Hughes

Hymn #159 * Jesus Lives and So Shall I

Benediction * Pastor Kent Hughes

[Please be seated for a moment of reflection]

Postlude Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing H. Willan
Ed Childs, organ

[Reception for visitors in the Fireside Room 
immediately following each service.]

* Congregation standing

† Ushers will assist worshipers to seating

** 10:40 a.m.; Children dismissed for Wonders of Worship: K, Room 001; Grades 1–2, Room 205
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Example B: Morning Worship, June 20, 1999
The preaching text for that summer morning was 2 Timothy 3:14–17,

which contains a foundational text on the inspiration of Scripture, “All
Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting
and training in righteousness” (v. 16). We didn’t have to look hard for a
theme!

You will observe that the opening hymn does not address the theme.
This is because we could find no hymn that perfectly touched the theme
and yet worked well in the opening slot. A slavish devotion to theme can,
ironically, create dissonance if the tune and tempo are inappropriate.
Thus, we chose the stately Trinitarian hymn “Holy God, We Praise Thy
Name” to focus our minds God-ward. The theme was made the major
emphasis of the Congregational Prayer. Then, with the special hymn
“Powerful in Making Us Wise” from Psalm 119 (provided on an insert in
the worship folder), the Word-focus was heightened.

The Chancel Choir further expanded on the theme with “Send Your
Word,” based on the text of a Japanese hymn which intones the prayer

Send your Word, O Lord, like the rain. . . .
Send your Word, O Lord, like the wind. . . .
Send your Word, O Lord, like the dew. . . .

Following the sermon, the congregation sang “O Word of God
Incarnate” to emphasize that to be Word-centered is to be radically
Christ-centered.
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Morning Worship, June 20, 1999

The prelude is a gift to God’s people,
prepared as a bridge between our busy lives and this hour of worship.

Prelude Oboe Concerto #1, adagio and allegro G. F. Handel
Nate Elwell, oboe; Ellen Elwell, piano

Choral Call to Worship

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Serve the Lord with gladness;
come before him with joyful songs. (Ps. 100:1–2)

Welcome † 9:00—Jim Johnston
10:40—Pastor Adam Rasmussen

Silence
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Invocation 9:00—Mr. Jay Thomas
10:40—Pastor Niel Nielson

Doxology * Hymn #572

Apostles’ Creed * [See inside back cover of the hymnal]

Hymn #9 † Holy God, We Praise Thy Name

God at Work in India 9:00—STAMP/India

Hymn (White Insert) †

Congregational Prayer/Lord’s Prayer

Lord’s Prayer [See inside back cover of the hymnal]

Anthem Send Your Word T. Keesecker
Chancel Choir

Send your Word, O Lord, like the rain, falling down upon the earth. 
We seek your endless grace, with souls that hunger and thirst, 

sorrow and agonize.
We would all be lost in dark without your guiding light.
Send your Word, O Lord, like the wind, blowing down upon the earth. 
We seek your wondrous power, pureness that rejects all sins,

though they persist and cling.
Bring us to complete victory; set us all free indeed.
Send your Word, O Lord, like the dew, coming gently upon the hills. 
We seek your endless love.
For life that suffers in strife with adversities and hurts,

oh send your healing power of love;
We long for your new world.
Text by Yasushige Imakoma, tr. by Nobuaki Hanaoka1

Tithes and Offerings

Offertory † Oboe Concerto #1, largo G. F. Handel

Scripture Reading *2 Timothy 3:14–17 (p. 1179) Mrs. Diane Jordan

Gloria Patri * Hymn #575

Sermon Continue in the Word Pastor Kent Hughes

Hymn #219 * O Word of God Incarnate

R. Kent Hughes
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Name” to focus our minds God-ward. The theme was made the major
emphasis of the Congregational Prayer. Then, with the special hymn
“Powerful in Making Us Wise” from Psalm 119 (provided on an insert in
the worship folder), the Word-focus was heightened.

The Chancel Choir further expanded on the theme with “Send Your
Word,” based on the text of a Japanese hymn which intones the prayer

Send your Word, O Lord, like the rain. . . .
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Morning Worship, June 20, 1999

The prelude is a gift to God’s people,
prepared as a bridge between our busy lives and this hour of worship.

Prelude Oboe Concerto #1, adagio and allegro G. F. Handel
Nate Elwell, oboe; Ellen Elwell, piano

Choral Call to Worship

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Serve the Lord with gladness;
come before him with joyful songs. (Ps. 100:1–2)
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Invocation 9:00—Mr. Jay Thomas
10:40—Pastor Niel Nielson

Doxology * Hymn #572

Apostles’ Creed * [See inside back cover of the hymnal]

Hymn #9 † Holy God, We Praise Thy Name

God at Work in India 9:00—STAMP/India

Hymn (White Insert) †

Congregational Prayer/Lord’s Prayer

Lord’s Prayer [See inside back cover of the hymnal]

Anthem Send Your Word T. Keesecker
Chancel Choir

Send your Word, O Lord, like the rain, falling down upon the earth. 
We seek your endless grace, with souls that hunger and thirst, 

sorrow and agonize.
We would all be lost in dark without your guiding light.
Send your Word, O Lord, like the wind, blowing down upon the earth. 
We seek your wondrous power, pureness that rejects all sins,

though they persist and cling.
Bring us to complete victory; set us all free indeed.
Send your Word, O Lord, like the dew, coming gently upon the hills. 
We seek your endless love.
For life that suffers in strife with adversities and hurts,

oh send your healing power of love;
We long for your new world.
Text by Yasushige Imakoma, tr. by Nobuaki Hanaoka1

Tithes and Offerings

Offertory † Oboe Concerto #1, largo G. F. Handel

Scripture Reading *2 Timothy 3:14–17 (p. 1179) Mrs. Diane Jordan

Gloria Patri * Hymn #575

Sermon Continue in the Word Pastor Kent Hughes

Hymn #219 * O Word of God Incarnate
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Example B: Morning Worship, June 20, 1999
The preaching text for that summer morning was 2 Timothy 3:14–17,

which contains a foundational text on the inspiration of Scripture, “All
Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting
and training in righteousness” (v. 16). We didn’t have to look hard for a
theme!

You will observe that the opening hymn does not address the theme.
This is because we could find no hymn that perfectly touched the theme
and yet worked well in the opening slot. A slavish devotion to theme can,
ironically, create dissonance if the tune and tempo are inappropriate.
Thus, we chose the stately Trinitarian hymn “Holy God, We Praise Thy
Name” to focus our minds God-ward. The theme was made the major
emphasis of the Congregational Prayer. Then, with the special hymn
“Powerful in Making Us Wise” from Psalm 119 (provided on an insert in
the worship folder), the Word-focus was heightened.

The Chancel Choir further expanded on the theme with “Send Your
Word,” based on the text of a Japanese hymn which intones the prayer

Send your Word, O Lord, like the rain. . . .
Send your Word, O Lord, like the wind. . . .
Send your Word, O Lord, like the dew. . . .

Following the sermon, the congregation sang “O Word of God
Incarnate” to emphasize that to be Word-centered is to be radically
Christ-centered.
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Morning Worship, June 20, 1999

The prelude is a gift to God’s people,
prepared as a bridge between our busy lives and this hour of worship.

Prelude Oboe Concerto #1, adagio and allegro G. F. Handel
Nate Elwell, oboe; Ellen Elwell, piano

Choral Call to Worship

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Serve the Lord with gladness;
come before him with joyful songs. (Ps. 100:1–2)

Welcome † 9:00—Jim Johnston
10:40—Pastor Adam Rasmussen

Silence
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Benediction * Pastor Kent Hughes

[Please be seated for a moment of Reflection]

Postlude H. E. Singley III, organ

[Reception for visitors in the Fireside Room 
immediately following each service.]

If you would like to pray or share a need with church leaders, they will be
available at the front of the Sanctuary following the service.

* Congregation standing

† Ushers will assist worshipers to seating

Example C. Morning Worship, November 7, 1999

We schedule communion about every five weeks, but we do not inter-
rupt our sequential expositions with a special communion message. Often
the scheduled text fits perfectly, and rarely is there any difficulty in mak-
ing the segue to the table. On this particular Sunday, Daniel 4:1–37, which
exalts God’s sovereignty in the humbling of King Nebuchadnezzar, worked
beautifully.

Because we have multiple morning services, some of the regular fea-
tures of corporate worship have to be set aside or economized. The wel-
come is restricted to a maximum of 60 seconds, and the congregational
prayer is abbreviated and subsumed into the prayer over the bread.
Shorter hymns are used if possible.

The opening hymn, “All Creatures of Our God and King,” which
emphasizes God’s sovereignty, beautifully anticipated the humbled
monarch’s declaration in its final stanza, which begins “Let all things their
Creator bless / And worship him in humbleness.” The Chancel Choir and
orchestra provided an eschatological parallel to Nebuchadnezzar’s decla-
ration by singing Bach’s “Alleluia! O Praise the Lord Most Holy,” which is
based on Revelation 5:12.

Following the sermon, the congregation rose to sing George Herbert’s
two-verse hymn “Let All the World in Every Corner Sing: My God and
King!” thus providing a brief, rousing response to the text. The sermon
concluded with a call to humble ourselves before almighty God as did the
Babylonian king, for this has always been the pattern of saving grace—
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and therefore the perpetual posture of those who would come to the
Lord’s Table.

Communion was introduced with the words of institution from 1 Co-
rinthians 11:23, 24 before the bread and 11:25 before the cup.

We normally make no attempt to sustain the sermon theme with the
hymn excerpts sung before the bread and the cup. The excerpts vary
widely, and one of them is typically sung a cappella. Periods of silence pre-
cede and follow both partakings.

The concluding hymn, “The God of Abraham Praise,” provided a
return to the sermonic theme. Its stately synagogue melody and Trinitar-
ian emphasis provided a fitting conclusion. As Nebuchadnezzar praised
Daniel’s God, so we sang to Abraham’s and Israel’s God.

Morning Worship, November 7, 1999

Let the first sound of music be a call to silent worship.

Prelude My Heart Ever Faithful J. S. Bach
College Church Orchestra

Welcome † 9:00—Pastor Marc Maillefer
10:45—Pastor Jim Johnston

Silence

Choral Call to Worship † Taste and See G. Wheatley

Taste and see how good the Lord is;
blessed is the man that trusteth in Him. (Ps. 34:8)

Invocation 9:00—Pastor David White
10:45—Pastor Jim Johnston

Doxology * Hymn #572

Apostles’ Creed * [See inside back cover of the hymnal]

Hymn #59 * All Creatures of Our God and King

Tithes and Offerings **

Offertory † Alleluia! O Praise the Lord Most Holy J. S. Bach
Chancel Choir with Orchestra

Alleluia! O praise the Lord most holy!
Alleluia! Lord most high.

R. Kent Hughes
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He is worthy to receive power, wealth, and glory,
wisdom, might, and honor, blessing now and ever more.
For He is the true and righteous Lord of all in heaven and earth. 
King of kings and Lord of lords, we do worship at Your throne.2

Scripture Reading * Daniel 4:1–37 9:00—Pastor Randy Gruendyke
(p.877) 10:45—Pastor Niel Nielson

Gloria Patri * Hymn #575

Sermon The Lord Is King Pastor Kent Hughes

Hymn #24 * Let All the World in Every Corner Sing

Silence

The Lord’s Table

Meditation for the Bread Now Carl Schalk

Now the silence, now the peace, now the empty hands uplifted;
Now the kneeling, now the plea, now the Father’s arms in welcome; 
Now the hearing, now the Power, now the vessel brimmed for pouring, 
Now the body, now the blood, now the joyful celebration;
Now the wedding, now the songs, now the heart forgiven leaping; 
Now the Spirit’s visitation, now the Son’s epiphany,

now the Father’s blessing,
Now.
Text by Jaroslav Vajda3

Hymn before the Bread Beneath the Cross of Jesus Hymn #151, v. 2

Upon that cross of Jesus mine eye at times can see
The very dying form of One who suffered there for me;
and from my smitten heart with tears two wonders I confess—
The wonders of redeeming love and my unworthiness.

Meditation for the Cup Meditation on SEYMOUR See Hymn #238

Hymn before the Cup Alleluia! Sing to Jesus Hymn #174, vs. 3

Alleluia! Bread of Heaven, Thou on earth our food and stay;
Alleluia! Here the sinful flee to Thee from day to day;
Intercessor, friend of sinners, earth’s Redeemer, plead for me,
Where the songs of all the sinless sweep across the crystal sea.
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Care and Share Hymn The God of Abraham Praise Hymn #36

Benediction * Pastor Kent Hughes

Choral Benediction Romans 14:19 E. Thompson

Let us therefore follow the things which make for peace 
and the building up of one another. Amen.

Postlude Toccata on leoni arr. G. Young
H. E. Singley III, organ

If you are visiting, we would like to greet you personally. 
Please join us in the Fireside Room for a cup of coffee 

immediately after the service.

If you would like to pray or share a need with church leaders,
they will be available at the front of the Sanctuary following the service.

* Congregation standing

† Ushers will assist worshipers to seating

** 10:45 a.m. Service: Children dismissed for Wonders of Worship:
K, Room 001; Grades 1–2, Room 205

Evening Corporate Worship Services

We have two primary goals in our Evening Service: to engage the
people in congregational singing, and to preach an expository sermon. The
service is generally a simple bipartite structure—the song-service fol-
lowed by the sermon. Song services might be thematic, based on the ser-
mon text; thematic, based on another theme of Scripture; highlights from
a particular hymn writer; or, as in the case of the first example below, songs
that express praise and devotion to Jesus Christ.

The music in the evening service is more eclectic, so that from time to
time nearly every musical style is employed. But we do not pursue a
“blended” ideal. Rather, we want our singing and musical expression to
be “us,” not a proportioned balance or a blend. Evening worship naturally
provides more opportunity for mutual encouragement, testimonies, and
congregational participation in prayer. This regular evening fare is punc-
tuated by seasonal services, missions conferences, special evangelistic
emphases, and nights of prayer.

R. Kent Hughes
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Example D. Evening Worship, May 9, 1999
In an evening series called “The Storyline of the Bible,” the sermon on

this Sunday placed the Old Testament prophets in the context of the
entirety of Scripture. Instrumental music included the piano prelude
“Scaramouche” (by 20th-century French composer Darius Milhaud) and
American folk hymns played on the Appalachian dulcimer.

The extended time of singing at the beginning of the service wove
hymns with familiar choruses and moved the ambience of the service from
the brilliance of the two-piano prelude to the intimacy of the dulcimer.
Along the way, the congregation sang words and melodies that spoke a
well-rounded testimony of affirmation, affection, and action. The pro-
longed time of singing was made suitable for the congregation by its vari-
ety of mood, the familiarity of the songs, and by designating some hymn
verses to be sung by men or women alone.

In this service we made no attempt to develop the preaching theme;
our purpose was to engage in a vision of a God who is both transcendent
and immanent. Following the sermon, then, we affirmed that this is the
God who spoke in various times and in many ways, but in these last days
has spoken through his Son and, by his written Word, continues to speak
today.

Storyline of the Bible: Prophets

(Sermon 8 in a 13-part series)
Evening Service, May 9, 1999

Prelude Debbie Hollinger, Melody Pugh, piano

Welcome & Prayer Pastor Jim Johnston

Congregational Singing Pastor Chuck King
* Hymn #62—All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name
* Page 3—Glorify Thy Name
* Page 4—How Majestic Is Your Name
* Page 5—Great Is the Lord
* Hymn #67—Fairest Lord Jesus
* Hymn #87—I Love Thee, I Love Thee

Announcements & Offering Pastor Kent Hughes
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Example D. Evening Worship, May 9, 1999
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“Scaramouche” (by 20th-century French composer Darius Milhaud) and
American folk hymns played on the Appalachian dulcimer.

The extended time of singing at the beginning of the service wove
hymns with familiar choruses and moved the ambience of the service from
the brilliance of the two-piano prelude to the intimacy of the dulcimer.
Along the way, the congregation sang words and melodies that spoke a
well-rounded testimony of affirmation, affection, and action. The pro-
longed time of singing was made suitable for the congregation by its vari-
ety of mood, the familiarity of the songs, and by designating some hymn
verses to be sung by men or women alone.

In this service we made no attempt to develop the preaching theme;
our purpose was to engage in a vision of a God who is both transcendent
and immanent. Following the sermon, then, we affirmed that this is the
God who spoke in various times and in many ways, but in these last days
has spoken through his Son and, by his written Word, continues to speak
today.

Storyline of the Bible: Prophets

(Sermon 8 in a 13-part series)
Evening Service, May 9, 1999

Prelude Debbie Hollinger, Melody Pugh, piano

Welcome & Prayer Pastor Jim Johnston

Congregational Singing Pastor Chuck King
* Hymn #62—All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name
* Page 3—Glorify Thy Name
* Page 4—How Majestic Is Your Name
* Page 5—Great Is the Lord
* Hymn #67—Fairest Lord Jesus
* Hymn #87—I Love Thee, I Love Thee

Announcements & Offering Pastor Kent Hughes
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Offertory Carole Ehrman, dulcimer

Sermon Pastor David White

Hymn of Response #223 God Hath Spoken by His Prophets

Benediction David White

Postlude H. E. Singley III

* Note: The text and music for these songs was included in an Evening Worship handout.

Example E. Evening Worship, October 3, 1999
As with the morning corporate worship services, we strive to maintain

the same biblicism, unity, and creative nuance in making our Lord’s Day
evenings worship in the Word from beginning to end. As mentioned
above, these times are less structured, more casual and spontaneous. The
music is more eclectic.

In this evening setting, the sermon text was Acts 4:23–31, “Who Is in
Control?” Following on the heels of an instrumental prelude, the con-
gregation was led in a spontaneous, unaccompanied, joyous “He’s Got the
Whole World in His Hands.” This familiar spiritual set the character of
an informal pastiche of music—including hymns, spirituals, and choruses.

“God of Creation, All Powerful” is sung to a familiar Irish melody,
while “Children of the Heavenly Father” is Swedish. The folk character
of the congregational songs was picked up in “Simple Gifts” (Shaker), per-
formed by “One Voice,” an a cappella men’s group of Wheaton College.
Led by a College Church intern from Princeton, New Jersey, “One Voice”
was the catalyst for an a cappella movement on campus much like that at
Princeton University. “Ain’t Got Time to Die” (African American) sung
by “One Voice” continued the pleasant folk character of the evening while
also reinforcing a joyful commitment to the God who is in control. Praise
and worship choruses rounded out the evening: “He Is Able,” itself folk-
like in character, and the powerful Jude Doxology engaged our affections
at the conclusion of the service.

R. Kent Hughes
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of the congregational songs was picked up in “Simple Gifts” (Shaker), per-
formed by “One Voice,” an a cappella men’s group of Wheaton College.
Led by a College Church intern from Princeton, New Jersey, “One Voice”
was the catalyst for an a cappella movement on campus much like that at
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by “One Voice” continued the pleasant folk character of the evening while
also reinforcing a joyful commitment to the God who is in control. Praise
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Evening Service, October 3, 1999

Prelude H. E. Singley III

Congregational Singing He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands
Songbook, pg. 2 God of Creation, All-Powerful

Simple Gifts Jared Alcantara & Friends
Songbook, pg. 3 He Is Able

Hymn #41 Children of the Heavenly Father

Announcements & Offering

Offertory Ain’t Got Time to Die Jared Alcantara & Friends

Who Is In Control? Acts 1:23–31 Pastor Niel Nielson

Songbook, p. 4 Jude 24 & 25

Benediction Pastor Niel Nielson

Postlude H. E. Singley III

Assisting in congregational singing this evening 
is Kevin Casey with guitar and banjo.
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The Problem: Worship Wars

One of the basic features of church life in the United States today
is the proliferation of corporate worship and music forms. This, in
turn, has caused many severe conflicts within both individual con-
gregations and whole denominations. Most books and articles about
recent trends tend to fall into one of two broad categories.1 “Con-
temporary Worship” (hereafter CW) advocates often make rather
sweeping statements like “Pipe organs and choirs will never reach
people today.” “Historic Worship” (hereafter HW) advocates often
speak similarly about how incorrigibly corrupt popular music and

193

Chapter 4

R EFORMED WORSHIP
IN THE GLOBAL CITY

TIMOTHY J. KELLER

1. As one of many examples, see Michael S. Horton, “The Triumph of the Praise
Songs,” Christianity Today 43/8 (1999): 28. He speaks of “Reformers,” who value tra-
dition and look for greater unity among churches through common liturgical forms,
and of “Revolutionaries,” who promote contemporary music and encourage broad
diversity in worship style.

04WorshipByBook/2  7/1/02  9:33 AM  Page 193



The Problem: Worship Wars

One of the basic features of church life in the United States today
is the proliferation of corporate worship and music forms. This, in
turn, has caused many severe conflicts within both individual con-
gregations and whole denominations. Most books and articles about
recent trends tend to fall into one of two broad categories.1 “Con-
temporary Worship” (hereafter CW) advocates often make rather
sweeping statements like “Pipe organs and choirs will never reach
people today.” “Historic Worship” (hereafter HW) advocates often
speak similarly about how incorrigibly corrupt popular music and

193

Chapter 4

R EFORMED WORSHIP
IN THE GLOBAL CITY

TIMOTHY J. KELLER

1. As one of many examples, see Michael S. Horton, “The Triumph of the Praise
Songs,” Christianity Today 43/8 (1999): 28. He speaks of “Reformers,” who value tra-
dition and look for greater unity among churches through common liturgical forms,
and of “Revolutionaries,” who promote contemporary music and encourage broad
diversity in worship style.

04WorshipByBook/2  7/1/02  9:33 AM  Page 193



Appendix A

Sample Worship Services

First Worship Service

Morning Worship 3 September 2000

REFLECTION

Love offers honey to a bee which has no wings.
—John Trapp, Seventh-Century Puritan

What the poor need, even more than food and clothing and shelter (though
they need these, too, desperately), is to be wanted. It is the outcast state their
poverty imposes upon them that is the more agonizing.

—Mother Teresa, Something Beautiful for God

I am not hard-hearted; far from it—full of pity on the contrary and with a
ready tear to boot. Only, my emotional impulses always turn toward me, my
feelings of pity concern me. It is not true, after all,
that I never loved. I conceived at least one great love in my life, of which I
was always the object. 

—Jean-Baptiste Clamence, the Parisian lawyer who “confesses” his 
way through Albert Camus’ The Fall. Try as he might to be the complete 

man, Clamence finds himself perennially dominated by self-love.

The cross is a revelation of God’s justice as well as of his love. That 
is why the community of the cross should concern itself with social justice as
well as loving philanthropy. It is never enough to have pity
on the victims of injustice, if we do nothing to change the unjust situation
itself. Good Samaritans will always be needed to succour those who are
assaulted and robbed; yet it would be even better to 
rid the Jerusalem-Jericho road of brigands. 

—John R. W. Stott, The Cross of Christ

PRELUDE Sonata in C Major A. Corelli
I. Adagio, II. Allegro

PREPARATION Tim Pettit
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PRAISE Worship Christ, the Risen King HYMN

Rise, O church, and lift your voices,
Christ has conquered death and hell.
Sing as all the earth rejoices;
resurrection anthems swell.
Come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the risen King!

See the tomb where death had laid him,
empty now, its mouth declares:
“Death and I could not contain him,
for the throne of life he shares.”
Come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the risen King!

Hear the earth protest and tremble,
see the stone removed with pow’r;
all hell’s minions may assemble,
but cannot withstand his hour.
He has conquered, he has conquered,
Christ the Lord, the risen King!

Doubt may lift its head to murmur,
scoffers mock and sinners jeer;
but the truth proclaims a wonder
thoughtful hearts receive with cheer.
He is risen, he is risen,
now receive the risen King!

We acclaim your life, O Jesus,
now we sing your victory;
sin or hell may seek to seize us,
but your conquest keeps us free.
Stand in triumph, stand in triumph,
worship Christ, the risen King!1

CALL TO WORSHIP from Psalm 98 

Minister: The LORD has made his salvation known and revealed 
his righteousness to the nations. 

All: He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to the 
house of Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the 
salvation of our God.

Timothy J. Keller
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1. © 1986 Rocksmith Music/Annamarie Music (ASCAP) (all rights admin. by
Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.). All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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poverty imposes upon them that is the more agonizing.
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assaulted and robbed; yet it would be even better to 
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—John R. W. Stott, The Cross of Christ
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I. Adagio, II. Allegro

PREPARATION Tim Pettit
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PRAISE Worship Christ, the Risen King HYMN

Rise, O church, and lift your voices,
Christ has conquered death and hell.
Sing as all the earth rejoices;
resurrection anthems swell.
Come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the risen King!

See the tomb where death had laid him,
empty now, its mouth declares:
“Death and I could not contain him,
for the throne of life he shares.”
Come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the risen King!

Hear the earth protest and tremble,
see the stone removed with pow’r;
all hell’s minions may assemble,
but cannot withstand his hour.
He has conquered, he has conquered,
Christ the Lord, the risen King!

Doubt may lift its head to murmur,
scoffers mock and sinners jeer;
but the truth proclaims a wonder
thoughtful hearts receive with cheer.
He is risen, he is risen,
now receive the risen King!

We acclaim your life, O Jesus,
now we sing your victory;
sin or hell may seek to seize us,
but your conquest keeps us free.
Stand in triumph, stand in triumph,
worship Christ, the risen King!1

CALL TO WORSHIP from Psalm 98 

Minister: The LORD has made his salvation known and revealed 
his righteousness to the nations. 

All: He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to the 
house of Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the 
salvation of our God.

Timothy J. Keller
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Minister: Shout for joy before the LORD, the King!

All: Let the sea resound, and everything in it, the world,
and all who live in it.

Minister: Let the rivers clap their hands, let the mountains sing 
together for joy; let them sing before the LORD, for he 
comes to judge the earth.

All: He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples 
with equity.

PRAYER OF ADORATION (Concluded by the Lord’s Prayer)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

DOXOLOGY

All ye who are of tender heart, Let all things their creator bless,
Forgiving others take your part. And worship him with humbleness!
Sing his praises, Alleluia! O praise him, Alleluia!
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear, Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
Praise God and on him cast your care! And praise the Spirit, Three in One,
O praise him! O praise him! O praise him! O praise him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

SILENT PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING

RENEWAL

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Minister: Almighty God, you are generous in abundance. You have 
given to us gifts that we do not deserve. You have called us 
from death to life, granted us forgiveness through the death 
and resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, given us the Holy 
Spirit, and made us your children. 

All: You have provided for us, both spiritually and materially. 
Yet we have failed to be thankful and to rejoice in your 
goodness. We have ignored you and neglected to give you 
the praise that is due your name. 

Forgive us for our ingratitude. Give us eyes that see your 
hand at work in all areas of our life. Enable us to realize that 
every good thing comes from you. And deepen our gratitude 

WORSHIP BY THE BOOK
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so that we might serve you with undivided and joyful hearts. 
In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRIVATE CONFESSION

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT —Acts 4:12

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven
given to men by which we must be saved. (NIV)

[Children ages 5–10 may be dismissed to join the Children’s 
Worship. Nursery and pre-school programs are already in progress 

and may also be joined as the hymn begins.] 

HYMN Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts

Jesus, thou joy of loving hearts, 
thou fount of life, thou light of men, 
from the blest bliss that earth imparts, 
we turn unfilled to thee again.

Thy truth unchanged hath ever stood; 
thou savest those that on thee call;
to them that seek thee thou art good, 
to them that find thee all in all.

We taste thee, O thou living bread, 
and long to feast upon thee still;
we drink of thee, the fountainhead, 
and thirst our souls from thee to fill.

Our restless spirits yearn for thee, 
where’er our changeful lot is cast; 
glad when thy gracious smile we see, 
blest when our faith can hold thee fast.

O Jesus, ever with us stay,
make all our moments calm and bright; 
chase the dark night of sin away, 
shed o’er the world thy holy light.

COMMITMENT

PRAYER

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SCRIPTURE READING —Luke 10: 25–37

SERMON Enduring Truths from Four Neighbours Rev. Terry Gyger

OFFERTORY Sonata in C Major A. Corelli
III. Adagio non troppo

Timothy J. Keller
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Minister: Shout for joy before the LORD, the King!

All: Let the sea resound, and everything in it, the world,
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Minister: Let the rivers clap their hands, let the mountains sing 
together for joy; let them sing before the LORD, for he 
comes to judge the earth.
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RENEWAL
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Minister: Almighty God, you are generous in abundance. You have 
given to us gifts that we do not deserve. You have called us 
from death to life, granted us forgiveness through the death 
and resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, given us the Holy 
Spirit, and made us your children. 

All: You have provided for us, both spiritually and materially. 
Yet we have failed to be thankful and to rejoice in your 
goodness. We have ignored you and neglected to give you 
the praise that is due your name. 

Forgive us for our ingratitude. Give us eyes that see your 
hand at work in all areas of our life. Enable us to realize that 
every good thing comes from you. And deepen our gratitude 
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so that we might serve you with undivided and joyful hearts. 
In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRIVATE CONFESSION

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT —Acts 4:12

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven
given to men by which we must be saved. (NIV)

[Children ages 5–10 may be dismissed to join the Children’s 
Worship. Nursery and pre-school programs are already in progress 

and may also be joined as the hymn begins.] 

HYMN Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts

Jesus, thou joy of loving hearts, 
thou fount of life, thou light of men, 
from the blest bliss that earth imparts, 
we turn unfilled to thee again.

Thy truth unchanged hath ever stood; 
thou savest those that on thee call;
to them that seek thee thou art good, 
to them that find thee all in all.

We taste thee, O thou living bread, 
and long to feast upon thee still;
we drink of thee, the fountainhead, 
and thirst our souls from thee to fill.

Our restless spirits yearn for thee, 
where’er our changeful lot is cast; 
glad when thy gracious smile we see, 
blest when our faith can hold thee fast.

O Jesus, ever with us stay,
make all our moments calm and bright; 
chase the dark night of sin away, 
shed o’er the world thy holy light.

COMMITMENT

PRAYER

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SCRIPTURE READING —Luke 10: 25–37

SERMON Enduring Truths from Four Neighbours Rev. Terry Gyger

OFFERTORY Sonata in C Major A. Corelli
III. Adagio non troppo

Timothy J. Keller
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HYMN Lord, with Glowing Heart I’d Praise Thee

Lord, with glowing heart I’d praise thee for the bliss thy love bestows,
for the pard’ning grace that saves me, and the peace that from it flows.
Help, O God, my weak endeavor; this dull soul to rapture raise:
thou must light the flame or never can my love be warmed to praise.

Praise, my soul, the God that sought thee, wretched wand’rer far astray;
found thee lost and kindly brought thee from the paths of death away.
Praise, with love’s devoutest feeling, him who saw thy guilt-born fear,
and, the light of hope revealing, bade the blood-stained cross appear.

Praise thy Savior God that drew thee to that cross, new life to give,
held a blood-sealed pardon to thee, bade thee look to him and live.
Praise the grace whose threats alarmed thee, roused thee from thy fatal ease;
praise the grace whose promise warmed thee, praise the grace that 

whispered peace.

Lord, this bosom’s ardent feeling vainly would my lips express:
low before thy footstool kneeling, deign thy suppliant’s pray’r to bless.
Let thy love, my soul’s chief treasure, love’s pure flame within me raise;
and, since words can never measure, let my life show forth thy praise.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

Minister: Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

All: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE Sonata in C Major A. Corelli
IV. Allegro ma non troppo, V. Giga

(Redeemer officers are available for prayer at the front after the service.)

WORSHIP MUSICIANS

Mark Peterson—organ
Scott McIntosh—trumpet

WORSHIP BY THE BOOK
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HYMN Lord, with Glowing Heart I’d Praise Thee

Lord, with glowing heart I’d praise thee for the bliss thy love bestows,
for the pard’ning grace that saves me, and the peace that from it flows.
Help, O God, my weak endeavor; this dull soul to rapture raise:
thou must light the flame or never can my love be warmed to praise.

Praise, my soul, the God that sought thee, wretched wand’rer far astray;
found thee lost and kindly brought thee from the paths of death away.
Praise, with love’s devoutest feeling, him who saw thy guilt-born fear,
and, the light of hope revealing, bade the blood-stained cross appear.

Praise thy Savior God that drew thee to that cross, new life to give,
held a blood-sealed pardon to thee, bade thee look to him and live.
Praise the grace whose threats alarmed thee, roused thee from thy fatal ease;
praise the grace whose promise warmed thee, praise the grace that 

whispered peace.

Lord, this bosom’s ardent feeling vainly would my lips express:
low before thy footstool kneeling, deign thy suppliant’s pray’r to bless.
Let thy love, my soul’s chief treasure, love’s pure flame within me raise;
and, since words can never measure, let my life show forth thy praise.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

Minister: Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

All: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE Sonata in C Major A. Corelli
IV. Allegro ma non troppo, V. Giga

(Redeemer officers are available for prayer at the front after the service.)

WORSHIP MUSICIANS

Mark Peterson—organ
Scott McIntosh—trumpet
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Second Worship Service

Evening Worship 3 September 2000

REFLECTION

Love offers honey to a bee which has no wings.
—John Trapp, Seventh-Century Puritan

What the poor need, even more than food and clothing and shelter 
(though they need these, too, desperately), is to be wanted. It is the 
outcast state their poverty imposes upon them that is the more agonizing.

—Mother Teresa, Something Beautiful for God

I am not hard-hearted; far from it—full of pity on the contrary and 
with a ready tear to boot. Only, my emotional impulses always turn 
toward me, my feelings of pity concern me. It is not true, after all,
that I never loved. I conceived at least one great love in my life, of 
which I was always the object. 

—Jean-Baptiste Clamence, the Parisian lawyer who “confesses” his 
way through Albert Camus’ The Fall. Try as he might to be the complete 

man, Clamence finds himself perennially dominated by self-love.

The cross is a revelation of God’s justice as well as of his love. That is 
why the community of the cross should concern itself with social justice 
as well as loving philanthropy. It is never enough to have pity on the victims
of injustice, if we do nothing to change the unjust situation itself. Good
Samaritans will always be needed to succour those who are assaulted and
robbed; yet it would be even better to rid the Jerusalem-Jericho road of
brigands. 

—John R. W. Stott, The Cross of Christ

PRELUDE Change of Heart Marcus Miller

PREPARATION David Bisgrove

SONGS OF PRAISE Lord, with Glowing Heart I’d Praise Thee

Lord, with glowing heart I’d praise thee for the bliss thy love bestows,
For the pard’ning grace that saves me, and the peace that from it flows;
Help, O God, my weak endeavor; this dull soul to rapture raise;
Thou must light the flame, or never can my love be warmed to praise.

Praise, my soul, the God that sought thee, wretched wand’rer far astray;
Found thee lost, and kindly brought thee from the paths of death away;
Praise, with love’s devoutest feeling, Him who saw thy guilt-born fear,
And, the light of hope revealing, bade the blood-stained cross appear.

Timothy J. Keller
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Praise thy Saviour God that drew thee to that cross, new life to give,
Held a blood-sealed pardon to thee, bade thee look to him and live;
Praise the grace whose threats alarmed thee, roused thee from thy fatal ease,
Praise the grace whose promise warmed thee, praise the grace that whispered 

peace.

Lord, this bosom’s ardent feeling vainly would my lips express;
Low before thy footstool kneeling, deign thy suppliant’s prayer to bless:
Let thy love, my soul’s chief treasure, love’s pure flame within me raise,
And, since words can never measure, let my life show forth thy praise.

(Francis Scott Key)

He Is Exalted

He is exalted, the King is exalted on high; I will praise Him.
He is exalted, forever exalted, and I will praise His name!
He is the Lord, forever His truth shall reign;
heaven and Earth rejoice in His Holy name.
He is exalted, the King is exalted on high.

(Twila Paris/© 1985 Straightway Music) CCLI 48102

All for Jesus

All for Jesus, all for Jesus! All my being’s ransomed pow’rs:
All my thoughts and words and doings, All my days and all my hours. 

Let my hands perform His bidding, Let my feet run in His ways;
Let my eyes see Jesus only, Let my lips speak forth His praise.

Since my eyes were fixed on Jesus, I’ve lost sight of all beside,
So enchained my spirit’s vision, Looking at the Crucified. 

O what wonder! how amazing! Jesus, glorious King of kings,
Deigns to call me His beloved, Lets me rest beneath His wings.

(Mary D. James)

APPROACHING GOD

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

PRIVATE CONFESSION

CONFESSIONAL RESPONSE One Thing I Ask

One thing I ask, one thing I seek,
That I may dwell in Your house, O Lord. 
All of my days, all of my life,
That I may see You, Lord. 
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Hear me, O Lord, hear me when I cry,
Lord, do not hide Your face from me. 
You have been my strength, You have been my shield,
And You will lift me up. 

(Psalm 27:4, 7–9/© 1989 Mercy Publishing) CCLI 48102

PRAISE Walk with Me

Walk with me, Lord. Walk with me.
Walk with me, Lord. Walk with me.
While I’m on this pilgrim journey,
I want Jesus to walk with me.

You walked with Moses, won’t you walk with me?
You walked with Moses, won’t you walk with me?
While I’m on this pilgrim journey,
I want Jesus to walk with me.

In my trials, Lord, walk with me.
In my trials, Lord, walk with me.
When my heart is almost breaking,
I want Jesus to walk with me.

When I’m in trouble, walk with me.
When I’m in trouble, walk with me.
When my head is bowed sorrow,
I want Jesus to walk with me.

(James Ward)

PRAYER

SONG OF PRAISE Shout to the Lord

My Jesus, my Savior, Lord, there is none like You;
All of my days I want to praise the wonders of Your mighty love,
My comfort, my shelter, tower of refuge and strength;
Let ev’ry breath, all that I am, never cease to worship you.
Shout to the Lord, all the earth, let us sing power and majesty,

praise to the King;
Mountains bow down and the sea will roar at the sound of Your name.
I sing for joy at the work of your hand; forever I’ll love you,

forever I’ll stand.
Nothing compares to the promise I have in you.

(© 1993 Hillsongs) CCLI#48102
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Praise thy Saviour God that drew thee to that cross, new life to give,
Held a blood-sealed pardon to thee, bade thee look to him and live;
Praise the grace whose threats alarmed thee, roused thee from thy fatal ease,
Praise the grace whose promise warmed thee, praise the grace that whispered 

peace.

Lord, this bosom’s ardent feeling vainly would my lips express;
Low before thy footstool kneeling, deign thy suppliant’s prayer to bless:
Let thy love, my soul’s chief treasure, love’s pure flame within me raise,
And, since words can never measure, let my life show forth thy praise.

(Francis Scott Key)

He Is Exalted

He is exalted, the King is exalted on high; I will praise Him.
He is exalted, forever exalted, and I will praise His name!
He is the Lord, forever His truth shall reign;
heaven and Earth rejoice in His Holy name.
He is exalted, the King is exalted on high.

(Twila Paris/© 1985 Straightway Music) CCLI 48102

All for Jesus

All for Jesus, all for Jesus! All my being’s ransomed pow’rs:
All my thoughts and words and doings, All my days and all my hours. 

Let my hands perform His bidding, Let my feet run in His ways;
Let my eyes see Jesus only, Let my lips speak forth His praise.

Since my eyes were fixed on Jesus, I’ve lost sight of all beside,
So enchained my spirit’s vision, Looking at the Crucified. 

O what wonder! how amazing! Jesus, glorious King of kings,
Deigns to call me His beloved, Lets me rest beneath His wings.

(Mary D. James)

APPROACHING GOD

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

PRIVATE CONFESSION

CONFESSIONAL RESPONSE One Thing I Ask

One thing I ask, one thing I seek,
That I may dwell in Your house, O Lord. 
All of my days, all of my life,
That I may see You, Lord. 
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Hear me, O Lord, hear me when I cry,
Lord, do not hide Your face from me. 
You have been my strength, You have been my shield,
And You will lift me up. 

(Psalm 27:4, 7–9/© 1989 Mercy Publishing) CCLI 48102

PRAISE Walk with Me

Walk with me, Lord. Walk with me.
Walk with me, Lord. Walk with me.
While I’m on this pilgrim journey,
I want Jesus to walk with me.

You walked with Moses, won’t you walk with me?
You walked with Moses, won’t you walk with me?
While I’m on this pilgrim journey,
I want Jesus to walk with me.

In my trials, Lord, walk with me.
In my trials, Lord, walk with me.
When my heart is almost breaking,
I want Jesus to walk with me.

When I’m in trouble, walk with me.
When I’m in trouble, walk with me.
When my head is bowed sorrow,
I want Jesus to walk with me.

(James Ward)

PRAYER

SONG OF PRAISE Shout to the Lord

My Jesus, my Savior, Lord, there is none like You;
All of my days I want to praise the wonders of Your mighty love,
My comfort, my shelter, tower of refuge and strength;
Let ev’ry breath, all that I am, never cease to worship you.
Shout to the Lord, all the earth, let us sing power and majesty,

praise to the King;
Mountains bow down and the sea will roar at the sound of Your name.
I sing for joy at the work of your hand; forever I’ll love you,

forever I’ll stand.
Nothing compares to the promise I have in you.

(© 1993 Hillsongs) CCLI#48102

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SCRIPTURE READING Luke 10:25–37

Timothy J. Keller
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SERMON Enduring Truths from Four Neighbours Rev. Terry Gyger

OFFERTORY Christ for the World

Christ for the world we sing;
The world to Christ we bring with loving zeal;
The poor and them that mourn, the faint and overborne,
Sin-sick and sorrow-worn, whom Christ doth heal.

(Samuel Wolcott)

SONG OF COMMITMENT Ever Closer

Draw me closer, ever closer, Lord, to you.
Draw me closer, ever closer, me to you.
Love too pure for a heart like mine,
Grace too costly for me;
Tender mercies now unto eternity, eternity.

Draw me nearer, ever nearer, Lord, to you.
Draw me nearer, You who are dearer than my due.
Father of wonders, author of truth,
Worship and honor are Yours.
Glory and majesty, blessing and praise
To Jesus our Lord, to Jesus our LORD,

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE Bordertown Grover Washington, Jr.
Gary Haase

WORSHIP MUSICIANS

Gary Haase—bass
Joel Frahm—saxophone
Chuck Jennings—guitar
Tom Jennings—piano
Buddy Williams—drums
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