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Immanuel

lae WnM;[i   ∆Emmanouhvl
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the prophetic word, but the unfaithful king refused, having already 
decided to place his trust not in the Lord but in Assyria.

In response to Ahaz’s refusal to trust God, Isaiah proclaimed: “Hear 
now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the patience of human 
beings? Will you try the patience of my God also? Therefore the Lord 
himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and give 
birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.”

Shortly after that Syria and Israel were soundly defeated, exactly as 
Isaiah had prophesied. Many years later the southern kingdom of Judah 
was destroyed by Babylon, its  people taken captive.

Matthew’s Gospel recalls Isaiah’s prophecy, applying it to the child 
who would be born of Mary, the virgin betrothed to Joseph. The sign 
given hundreds of years earlier to an apostate king was meant for all 
God’s  people. In fact the Bible is nothing if not the story of God’s per-
sistent desire to dwell with his  people. In Jesus, God would succeed in 
a unique way, becoming a man in order to save the world not from the 
outside, but from the inside. Immanuel, God with us, to rescue, redeem, 
and restore our relationship with him.

Studying the Name

1. How have you experienced “Immanuel” — God being with you, in
your life thus far?

2. Matthew begins and ends his Gospel (see Matthew 28:20) with
the promises that God is with us. How would your life be different
if you began and ended each day with the firm belief that God is
with you?

3. What does this title of Jesus reveal about his nature?
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 Light of the World

to© fwçß touç kovsmou

to	Phos	tou	Kosmou
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The phrase “light of the world” — to phos tou kosmou (to FOHS tou 
KOS-mou) — appears three times in the New Testament (Matthew 
5:14; John 8:12; 9:5). It is a distinctive phrase spoken only by Jesus, 
who uses it twice to refer to himself and once to refer to his disciples, 
who are to reflect his light through their good deeds.

Just as natural light is essential to life on earth, Christ’s light is 
essential to unending life with God. Whoever believes in his light 
becomes like him, reflecting his brightness by walking in his light and 
obeying his commands.

Studying the Name

1. Why do you think John’s Gospel uses images of light and darkness
to describe Jesus and the world’s response to him?

2. What do the terms “light” and “dark” mean to you?

3. Have you ever felt you were living through a time of darkness?
Describe what it felt like.

4. Have you experienced Jesus as light? If so, how?
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Child
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Understanding the Name

Though the Israelites considered children a great blessing, they occu-
pied the bottom rung of the social ladder. Entrusted with the solemn 
responsibility of teaching and disciplining them, parents were accorded 
nearly absolute authority over their children. To be a child was to be 
powerless, dependent, subservient. Yet even little children and young 
infants could receive wisdom from God and their lips could praise him. 
The prophet Isaiah spoke of a child, or yeled (YEL-ed), who would one 
day be born of a virgin and sit on David’s throne. Luke’s Gospel tells us 
that Mary, while she was yet betrothed, was expecting a child, or pais 
(PICE), and that she gave birth to him in Bethlehem.

Studying the Name

1. What images come to mind when you think of the child Jesus?

2. Why do you think Luke mentions that Jesus was born in
Bethlehem and that he was Mary’s son?

3. Why do you think God allowed his Son to be born in such
humble circumstances and to be placed in a manger?
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Bread of Life
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he sent them all the food they could eat.

Bread also played an important role in the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread. In fact, the bread that was consumed at the Last Supper, as 
well as the bread Jesus shared with the two travelers in Emmaus, was 
probably unleavened bread since both meals occurred during Passover 
Week.

In John’s Gospel, Jesus called himself Artos Zoes (AR-tos zo-ASE), 
the Bread of Life.

Studying the Name

1. Jesus knew that bread is one of life’s necessities, so what did he
mean by counseling his followers not to work for food that spoils?
What are the implications for your life?

2. Various Chris tian denominations have interpreted Jesus’ words
about eating his flesh and drinking his blood differently. How
have these words impacted your own spiritual journey?

3. Discuss the various ways in which it is possible for a person to
“feed on Jesus.”
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Physician
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Studying the Name

1. Why do you think Jesus responded to John the Baptist in the way
he did in Matthew 11:2 – 5? What does this say about his purpose
for coming into the world?

2. Do you think Jesus still heals  people today? Why or why not?

3. Have you experienced God’s healing power in your own life?
If so, how?

4. In Luke’s Gospel, in a rather roundabout way, Jesus refers to
himself as a “physician.” Yet his words indicate that his work as a
physician would not always be well received. What do you think
he meant?
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Lamb, Lamb of God
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New Testament occurrences of “Lamb” occur in Revelation, a book so 
named, at least in part, because of what it reveals about who God is. 
The New Testament also refers to Christ’s followers as lambs.

Because the temple was destroyed in AD 70, animal sacrifices could 
no longer be offered there. Most Jews today no longer eat lamb during 
the Passover meal or Seder. Instead, they place a roasted lamb shank 
bone on a Seder plate as a reminder of the sacrifice.

Studying the Name

1. Jesus refused to defend himself when dragged before the Jewish
leaders and before Pilate and Herod. How does this relate to the
passage from Isaiah? What does it say to you about Jesus?

2. Imagine that you are walking into the temple holding a young
lamb in your arms. He is like a favorite pet, but now he is going to
be sacrificed for your sins. How do you feel? Now imagine doing
the same thing over and over because no one sacrifice can possibly
take away your sins. What thoughts go through your mind?

3. What do you think of when you think of Jesus as the Lamb of
God? How does this title relate to your life?
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King of Kings
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Studying the Name
1. Why do you think Scripture presents the reign of Jesus in two 

such different ways, as in the passages included in this chapter?

2. Write a list of qualities that would describe the perfect king. Now 
compare and contrast these with the lives of today’s rulers.

3. What do you think it means to have Jesus as your king? How have 
you experienced his reign in your life thus far?

4. What would life on earth look like today if Jesus’ reign was 
perfectly established? 
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Prince of Peace
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Jesus, my life was in chaos until you entered it. Thank you for the forgive-
ness that brought me peace. Deepen my sense of your presence by keeping 
me close to you. Teach me to become a peacemaker — loving justice, doing 
right, and leading others along the path of peace.

Understanding the Name

Though the Hebrew title Sar Shalom (SAR sha-LOME) does not 
appear in the New Testament, Zechariah calls it to mind with words 
that echo Isaiah 9. Both passages speak of a  people living in darkness 
and in the shadow of death. And both speak of a child who will bring 
peace to God’s  people. Shortly after Christ was born, we hear angels 
proclaiming: “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 
to those on whom his favor rests” (Luke 2:14).

In Greek the word for peace is eirene. Like the Hebrew concept of 
shalom, the New Testament portrays peace as much more than the 
absence of conflict. Mark’s Gospel, for instance, links healing and 
peace by capturing Jesus’ words to a woman he has just healed. He tells 
her to “go in peace” (Mark 5:34). The New Testament further develops 
our understanding of peace by revealing Jesus as the source of all peace. 
Though we were alienated from God because of our sins, Jesus recon-
ciled us, making peace through his blood. Peace with God produces 
peace with others and peace within ourselves. When Christ’s kingdom 
is fully established, all strife will cease, and those who belong to him 
will enjoy forever the fullness of peace — health, wholeness, well-being, 
tranquility, satisfaction, safety, prosperity, and perfect contentment.

Studying the Name

1. What does the word “peace” mean to you? How does this differ
from the biblical idea of shalom?

2. Why is the “Prince of Peace” a fitting title for Jesus? Can you
think of incidents in his life that display his peace?

3. What do you think it means to walk in “the path of peace”?

4. Ask yourself whether you are experiencing Christ’s peace in your
life. How can you participate more deeply in his peace?
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Christ, Messiah

Crivstoß j/yvim;
christos,	mashiach

9780310345800_praynamejesus_int_SC.indd   119 5/23/16   3:06 PM

An abundance of oil was evidence of God’s pleasure. Scarcity symbol-
ized his displeasure.

Oil was also used for sacred purposes, such as consecrating altars 
and vessels for worship, indicating that they had been set apart for the 
Lord’s purposes.  People could also be anointed and set apart. Though 
some of Israel’s high priests were anointed when they took office, 
Israel’s kings, especially those descended from David, were anointed 
rather than crowned. According to rabbinic tradition, oil (olive oil 
mixed with spices like cinnamon, calamus, and myrrh) was poured on 
their heads in a circle to form a crown. This anointing signified the 
king’s right to rule. It meant that God had blessed him with authority, 
strength, and honor.

When the prophet Samuel anointed David as king, David was also 
given the gift of the Spirit and accorded the Lord’s special protection. 
In time, oil became a symbol for the Holy Spirit, who imparts divine 
favor, power, and protection. The English word “christen” (“to anoint”) 
comes from the Greek verb chrio (“to anoint”).

The New Testament identifies Jesus as Christ, the “Anointed One,” 
no less than 530 times. Jesus, however, was not anointed with oil but 
with the Holy Spirit at his baptism in the Jordan River. The early Chris-
tians understood that Jesus was the Christ — the Messiah, or Mashiach 
(ma-SHEE-ach) — in a unique sense. Like no king before him, he was 
called to heal the rift between God and his  people. Christ fulfilled his 
mission as the ideal king in a completely unexpected way, confounding 
his contemporaries, who expected the Messiah to be a powerful earthly 
king who would deliver Israel from its enemies. In order to avoid being 
forced into playing this political role, Jesus avoided the title of Christ 
or Messiah throughout most of his life. Finally, shortly before his death, 
he answered the high priest’s question: “Are you the Christ, the Son of 
the Blessed One?” with the startling confession: “I am.”

Studying the Name

1. Describe in your own words what it means to say that Jesus was
anointed, or set apart for God’s ser vice.

2. Why do you think the Acts 2 passage speaks about the need for
repentance and being baptized in the name of Jesus Christ?

9780310345800_praynamejesus_int_SC.indd   121 5/23/16   3:06 PM

3. What do you think it means for believers to be anointed or
set apart for Christ’s ser vice? How have you experienced this
anointing in your own life?

4. What do you think it means to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit?
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to seek the honorific title “rabbi.” He alone was to be their Teacher 
and Master.

Another word for teacher in the New Testament is the Greek word 
didaskolos (di-DAS-ka-los). Jesus was an enormously popular teacher 
who drew crowds wherever he went, using questions, discussions, prov-
erbs, symbolic actions, parables, and even miracles in order to teach 
 people the way to live. The content of his teaching is most powerfully 
and eloquently evident in the story of his life.

Studying the Name

1. Why do you think Jesus cautioned his disciples in Matthew 23:8
against the title “rabbi”?

2. Why do you think Jesus washed his disciples’ feet the night before
his death, making this one of the last lessons he would leave them
prior to his crucifixion?

3. Describe ways in which you have experienced  people in leadership
serving you.

4. How would your life be different if you understood that your
primary identity consisted of being a disciple of Rabbi Jesus?
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have immediately recognized this as a reference to the Tent of Meet-
ing, in which God’s glory dwelt prior to the building of the temple in 
Jerusalem. Jesus, the Word made flesh, became a man so that through 
his miracles, teachings, and way of life we could perceive God’s glory. 
He is the Word calling out to us, healing our deafness and bringing us 
back to God.

No wonder Jesus responded to Philip by saying: “Don’t you know 
me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone 
who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’? Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father 
is in me?” (John 14:9 – 10). We are to respond to Jesus, the Word, with 
both faith and faithfulness, reproducing Christ’s life so that the Word 
may become flesh in us.

Studying the Name

1. Compare Genesis 1:1 – 5 with John 1:1 – 5. Why do you think John
begins his Gospel this way?

2. John says that though “the world was made through him, the
world did not recognize him” (John 1:10). Do you think this is still
true today? Why or why not?

3. What does it mean to “believe in his name” (John 1:12)?

4. Read John 1:14. What do you think it means to see God’s glory?
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Cornerstone, Capstone
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Understanding the Name

When Jesus quoted the passage from Psalm 118:22, referring to the 
stone the builders rejected, he was pointing to his rejection by the Jew-
ish nation and its leaders. But despite their rejection, God’s purposes 
could not be thwarted. In fact, the master builder would make Jesus, 
through his death and resurrection, the Akrogoniaios Lithos (ah-kro-
go-nee-EYE-os LI-thos), capstone or cornerstone, on which he would 
build. The New Testament portrays the whole community of believers 
as a holy temple in which God dwells. To those who reject Jesus and his 
saving message, he will be not a cornerstone but a stone of stumbling, 
because rejection of God’s chosen one inevitably brings judgment.

As an interesting side note, the royal name was often inscribed on 
the cornerstone, and among the ancient Canaanites before the time of 
Joshua, the laying of the foundation stone was often accompanied by 
human sacrifice. Tragically, a number of skeletons, especially those of 
small babies in earthen jars, have been found at various sites.

Studying the Name

1. Why do you think Jesus’ comments about “the stone the builders
rejected” immediately follows the parable of the vineyard?

2. What do you think it means to build your life on Jesus as the
Cornerstone?

3. What does it mean that Jesus is a stone that  people will fall on?
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appearance in the eastern sky before dawn, it was thought of as the 
harbinger of sunrise. The title Aster Lampros Proinos (as-TAIR lam-
PROS pro-i-NOS) presents a powerful and beautiful image of the One 
who is also known as “the light of the world.”

Studying the Name

1. Jesus says that he is coming soon. In what ways do you think his
second coming will differ from his first?

2. Describe your attitude toward the second coming — fear, doubt,
hope, joy? Why do you feel the way you do?

3. What kinds of  people is Jesus describing in the passage from
Revelation?
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In the Hebrew Scriptures, Yahweh is sometimes depicted as a lion 
who roars in judgment against the nations and against his own faithless 
 people. But he is also depicted as a mighty lion who fights fiercely on 
behalf of his  people. Revelation depicts the risen Christ as the mighti-
est of all victors. He is the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, the one found 
worthy to open the scrolls of history, meaning that he is in charge of 
history and of how the world’s destiny unfolds.

Studying the Name

1. Why do you think the book of Revelation portrays Jesus as both
Lion and Lamb?

2. In the Bible “seven” is considered a sacred number, symbolizing
perfection or completeness, while a “horn” symbolizes power.
What does this say to you about how the Lamb is portrayed in
Revelation 5?

3. How have you experienced and understood both the “lamblike”
and “lionlike” nature of Jesus in your own life?

4. If you could choose one adjective to describe this passage from
Revelation, what would it be and why? Would you call it bizarre,
moving, perplexing, enlightening, or something else?
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kuvrioß
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teacher, addressing him as “sir” rather than acknowledging him as 
God. But after his death and resurrection, the title “Lord” began to be 
widely used by believers.

Remember the apostle Thomas, who at first doubted accounts of 
Christ’s resurrection? When Jesus appeared to him after his death, 
Thomas instinctively responded with a confession of faith, saying: “My 
Lord and my God!” (John 20:28). Over time, the title “Lord” began to 
take on the characteristics of a name. As such, it clearly identifies Jesus 
with Yahweh, the covenant name of God in the Hebrew Scriptures. 
Of the 717 passages in which kyrios occurs in the New Testament, the 
majority are found in Luke’s Gospel, the Acts of the Apostles, and 
Paul’s writings.

Studying the Name

1. How does God’s idea of greatness differ from the usual definition?

2. What do you think it means that every tongue will confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord?

3. How have you experienced Jesus being Lord in your life?
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Jesus, you valued my friendship more than you valued your life. How can 
I begin to understand that kind of love? Help me to be among those you 
count as faithful friends, living in a way not that repays your friendship, 
because that is impossible, but in a way that reflects my gratitude. Thank 
you, my Friend. Amen.

Understanding the Name

The Greek word philos (FEE-los) means “friend” or “relative.” Occurring 
twenty-eight times in the New Testament, it is also used to describe 
the close relationship that exists among believers, related to each other 
by virtue of their faith in Jesus. This word is related to phileo, the most 
general term for “to love” in the New Testament, and to the word 
philema, which means “a kiss.” In fact, the early Chris tians used to 
greet each other with a holy kiss, signifying their close relationship.

John’s Gospel indicates that Jesus not only called his disciples his 
friends but defined his own relationship with them by what was to be 
the greatest of all acts of friendship, in which he would lay down his life 
for them. Unlike most men of his day, Jesus had both male and female 
friends. Luke addressed his Gospel to someone named Theophilus, a 
proper name meaning “friend of God.” The designation “friends” has 
survived as another name for those who belong to the religious group 
known as Quakers.

Studying the Name

1. Explain in your own words how Jesus defines friendship in the
passage from John 15:9 – 16.

2. Describe the best friendship you have ever had. How does it
compare with the way you have experienced Jesus’ friendship?

3. How can you deepen your friendship with Christ?

4. If Jesus died for us while we were still his enemies, as Romans
5:6 – 11 tells us, how should we regard our own enemies?
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to passages in Isaiah in which God identifies himself as being both the 
first and the last (Isaiah 44:6; 48:12).

Studying the Name

1. Can you imagine a human being claiming to be the A to Z? Why
or why not?

2. How do you think this title relates to Christ’s divinity?

3. Try to relate this title, Alpha and Omega, to Jesus’ role in both
creation and in world history. What do you think it means?

4. What would it mean to say that Jesus is first and last in your
own life?
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Jesus the Savior
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others of the same name, Jesus is sometimes referred to in the Gospels 
as Jesus of Nazareth, Jesus the son of Joseph, or Jesus the Nazarene. 
Later on, particularly in Acts and the New Testament letters, he is 
referred to as “Jesus Christ,” as though Christ is his surname. By the 
second century the name “Jesus” had become so closely associated with 
Jesus of Nazareth that it nearly disappeared as a name given to either 
Chris tians or Jews.

The name “Jesus” (in English ) or “Iesous” (in Greek) is the equiva-
lent of the Hebrew “Yeshua,” itself a contraction of the Hebrew name 
“Yehoshua,” translated “Joshua” in English Bibles. The name Joshua 
is the oldest name containing Yahweh, the covenant name of God, a 
name so sacred it was considered too holy to pronounce. Both “Jesus” 
and “Joshua” mean “Yahweh is help” or “Yahweh is salvation.” Yeshua is 
also related to the word yeshu’ah, which means “salvation.”

“Soter” is the Greek word translated “Savior.” Its Hebrew equivalent 
is Moshia. In Greek, “Jesus the Savior” is rendered Iesous Soter (yay-
SOUS so-TAIR). Through the centuries, the church has affirmed the 
belief of the earliest followers of Jesus that “salvation is found in no one 
else, for there is no other name given under heaven by which we must 
be saved” (Acts 4:12).

Studying the Name

1. What comes to mind when you hear the name “Jesus”?

2. Though “Jesus” was a common name in first-century Palestine,
God sent an angel to announce the name to Joseph. Comment on
the significance of this.

3. Why do you think Jesus’ name is linked to the name of Yahweh,
the covenant name of God in the Hebrew Scriptures?

4. Describe what salvation means to you.
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bridegroom to mourn as long as he was with them (Matthew 9:14 – 15). 
John the Baptist used similar imagery when he referred to himself as 
the “friend who attends the bridegroom” or the best man (John 3:29).

Studying the Name

1. What does the passage from Isaiah reveal about God’s character?

2. What does it reveal about the nature of his relationship with his
chosen  people?

3. How does the passage from Revelation compare and contrast with
the passage from Isaiah?

4. What do you think it means that Jesus is the Bridegroom?
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Studying the Name

1. Do you think the prophecy recounted in 1 Chron icles was fulfilled
in the life of David’s son Solomon? Why or why not? (See 1 Kings
10:26 – 11:13.)

2. Compare the lives of Jesus and David. What similarities do you see?
What differences?

3. Consider how different life might be if you lived under a
completely corrupt or incompetent government. Now think of
how different life might be if you lived in a country that was
perfectly governed, ruled by a leader who was all-powerful, all-wise,
and all-loving. Describe the differences.
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While the primary role of the priest was to speak to God on behalf 
of the  people, the prophet’s primary responsibility was to speak to the 
 people on behalf of God. The great prophets of the Hebrew Scriptures 
included Moses, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Elijah, and Elisha. While prophets 
sometimes predicted future events, more often they called  people to 
faithfulness.

Jesus acknowledged that his cousin, John, was a prophet — and 
more than a prophet because he prophesied most clearly about the 
Messiah. Though the common  people acclaimed Jesus as a prophet 
and though he seemed comfortable with this title, most of the priests 
rejected this title for Jesus. In a Jewish context, Jesus’ baptism in the 
Jordan, when the Spirit descended on him, would have been under-
stood as a time of commissioning by God as a prophet. But unlike the 
prophets who preceded him, Jesus would be the one Prophet who not 
only perfectly revealed God’s Word but who perfectly revealed God 
himself.

The New Testament identifies several  people besides John the Bap-
tist as prophets or as  people who prophesied at one time or another. 
These included John’s father, Zechariah; Anna; Simeon; Elizabeth; the 
high priest Caiphas; Agabus; and Barnabas. The New Testament also 
indicates that there were prophets in the early church and that proph-
ecy was considered one of the spiritual gifts. The Greek word prophetes 
(pro-PHAY-tays) is found 144 times in the New Testament, which in 
proportion to its length, contains as many references to prophets and 
prophecies as do the Hebrew Scriptures.

Studying the Name

1. Why do you think it is important that Jesus, as High Priest, is able
to sympathize with our weaknesses?

2. What about Jesus made him capable of sympathizing with us?

3. Why do you think Jesus was more effective than the priests of the
Old Testament?

4. What do you think it means to say that “the Son is the radiance
of God’s glory”?

5. How has Jesus as Prophet revealed God to you?
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Son of God, Son of Man
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not just as God but also as a man. C. S. Lewis remarked on this truth, 
saying: “I seldom meet any strong or exultant sense of the continued, 
never-to-be-abandoned, Humanity of Christ in glory, in eternity. We 
stress the Humanity too exclusively at Christmas, and the Deity too 
exclusively after the Resurrection; almost as if Christ once became a 
man and then presently reverted to being simply God. We think of the 
Resurrection and Ascension (rightly) as great acts of God; less often as 
the triumph of Man.”1

Studying the Name

1. How did Jesus fulfill Daniel’s vision of “one like a son of man”?

2. What do you think it means to say that Jesus is the Son of God?

3. Why do you think Jesus cautioned his disciples against telling
anyone that he was the Messiah?

4. Describe your image of the ideal father. How does this compare
with your image of who God is?

5. Describe your image of the ideal son or daughter. How does this
compare with your image of yourself in relationship to God?

6. How does Jesus as the ideal Human Being reflect your
understanding of God’s purpose for all human beings?
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Studying the Name
1. Why do you think Jesus describes his relationship to his  people as 

Shepherd and sheep?

2. The passage from John contains both frightening and comforting 
images. It is frightening to think that thieves, robbers, and wolves 
want to prey on the sheep, but comforting to know that Jesus will 
go to any lengths to protect them. How do these images express 
spiritual realities?

3. The phrase “good shepherd” implies that there are also bad 
shepherds. How is it possible to tell the difference?

4. Describe an experience in which you recognized the voice of Jesus 
in your own life.

5. Describe ways in which Jesus has watched over and protected you 
as your Shepherd. 
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Studying the Name

1. How does the passage from Isaiah fit or fail to fit with your image
of Jesus?

2. When you think of Jesus’ suffering, how does it make you feel
about him, about yourself, about others?

3. Describe an experience in which someone served you? How did it
affect you?

4. Describe experiences in which you have been able to serve
someone else with the love of Christ.
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Redeemer (Exodus 15:13). Subsequently, the prophets often linked 
redemption with freedom from political oppression.

But redemption came into play within Israel itself because first-
born males, slaves, and lands, as well as  people, objects, and animals 
consecrated to God, all had to be redeemed by means of some kind of 
payment. In certain instances, such as when land had been sold to pay 
a debt (Leviticus 25:25 – 28) or a person had sold himself into slavery, 
the person’s closest relative, called the “kinsman redeemer,” had the 
right to step in and pay off the debt so the land could be returned or 
the person could be freed.

God is often called “Redeemer” (Ga’al; ga-AL) in the Old Testa-
ment. Though the New Testament never directly refers to Jesus as the 
Redeemer, it makes it clear that he offered himself as a ransom or as 
redemption (Lytron; LU-tron) when he died on the cross. Rather than 
liberating his  people from political oppression as many expected the 
Messiah to do, Jesus came to free his  people from the demonic powers 
to which they were enslaved because of sin. His blood was the purchase 
price, offered not to Satan but to the Father as the ultimate expression 
of his love. By giving his life for them and for us, Jesus didn’t make light 
of our guilt but lifted us, as one commentator has said, “out of disobedi-
ence into his own obedience,”1 thereby freeing us from the bondage of 
sin and remaking us in his image.

Studying the Name

1. If Christ has purchased you with his blood, what are the
implications for your sense of self-worth? For your sense of the
worth of others?

2. The passage from Revelation indicates that you were purchased for
God. If that is so, what are the implications for your life?

3. Scripture says that Jesus has purchased members from every tribe
and language and  people and nations. Is that diversity represented
in your denomination or your local church? If not, why not?
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Studying the Name

1. Some scholars think that by saying “I aM who I aM” God was
saying he would always be present with his  people. How have you
experienced God’s faithful presence in your life?

2. What do you think it means to keep Jesus’ word, and why does
Jesus link it with never seeing death?

3. Why do you think the religious leaders responded to the “good
news” as though it were “bad news”?
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