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Chapter 12

The Environmental Setting of
Worship

SYNAGOGUE

JERUSALEM
Ark (housed the Scripture)

Veil (carryover from the temple)

Menorah (the seven-branched candlestick)

Lectern (a pulpit)

Bema (holy place; a raised platform for the reading
and preaching of Scripture)

Seats of the elders

Seats for the congregation

SYRIAN CHURCH

EAST

Altar (or table)

Ark with veil and candlestick

Lecterns

Bema (raised platform)

Seats (for the bishop)

People stood around the bema



ROMAN BASILICA

Seats

Altar
AMBOS

SCHOLA

EAST

MEDIEVAL CHURCH

Main altar and seats

Stalls for the lower ranking
Clergy, readers, and choirs

Side altars

Choir

Pulpit

Table

Instrumental Space

People sit in a semicircle

Baptismal Font or pool (often placed in
the entry to the worship space)

CENTRALIZED SPACE


