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And God saw that it was good. 19 And 
 there was eve ning, and  there was 
morn ing —  the  fourth day.

 20 And God said, “Let the wa ter teem 
with liv ing crea tures, and let  birds 
fly  above the  earth  across the  vault 
of the sky.” 21 So God cre at ed the 
 great crea tures of the sea and ev ery 
liv ing  thing with  which the wa ter 
 teems and that moves about in it, 
ac cord ing to  their  kinds, and ev ery 
 winged bird ac cord ing to its kind. 
And God saw that it was good. 22 God 
 blessed them and said, “Be fruit ful 
and in crease in num ber and fill the 
wa ter in the seas, and let the  birds 
in crease on the  earth.” 23 And  there 
was eve ning, and  there was morn
ing —  the  fifth day.

 24 And God said, “Let the land pro duce 
liv ing crea tures ac cord ing to  their 
 kinds: the live stock, the crea tures 
that move  along the  ground, and 
the wild an i mals, each ac cord ing to 
its kind.” And it was so. 25 God made 
the wild an i mals ac cord ing to  their 
 kinds, the live stock ac cord ing to 
 their  kinds, and all the crea tures 
that move  along the  ground ac cord
ing to  their  kinds. And God saw that 
it was good.

    26 Then God said, “Let us make 
man kind in our im age, in our like
ness, so that they may rule over the 
fish in the sea and the  birds in the 
sky, over the live stock and all the 
wild an i mals, a and over all the crea
tures that move  along the ground.”

 27 So God created mankind in his own 
image,

  in the image of God he created them;
  male and female he created them.

    28 God  blessed them and said to 
them, “Be fruit ful and in crease in 
num ber; fill the  earth and sub due it. 
Rule over the fish in the sea and the 
 birds in the sky and over ev ery liv ing 
crea ture that  moves on the ground.”

    29 Then God said, “I give you ev ery 
seedbear ing  plant on the face of 
the  whole  earth and ev ery tree 

The Beginning

1   In the be gin ning God cre at ed 
the heav ens and the  earth. 2 Now 
the  earth was form less and emp ty, 
dark ness was over the sur face of the 
deep, and the Spir it of God was hov
er ing over the wa ters.

 3 And God said, “Let  there be  light,” and 
 there was  light. 4 God saw that the 
 light was good, and he sep a rat ed 
the  light from the dark ness. 5 God 
 called the  light “day,” and the dark
ness he  called “night.” And  there 
was eve ning, and  there was morn
ing —  the  first day.

 6 And God said, “Let  there be a  vault be
tween the wa ters to sep a rate wa ter 
from wa ter.” 7 So God made the  vault 
and sep a rat ed the wa ter un der the 
 vault from the wa ter  above it. And 
it was so. 8 God  called the  vault “sky.” 
And  there was eve ning, and  there 
was morn ing —  the sec ond day.

 9 And God said, “Let the wa ter un der the 
sky be gath ered to one  place, and let 
dry  ground ap pear.” And it was so. 
10 God  called the dry  ground “land,” 
and the gath ered wa ters he  called 
“seas.” And God saw that it was good.

    11 Then God said, “Let the land 
pro duce veg e ta tion: seedbear ing 
 plants and  trees on the land that 
bear  fruit with seed in it, ac cord
ing to  their var i ous  kinds.” And it 
was so. 12 The land pro duced veg e
ta tion:  plants bear ing seed ac cord
ing to  their  kinds and  trees bear ing 
 fruit with seed in it ac cord ing to 
 their  kinds. And God saw that it was 
good. 13 And  there was eve ning, and 
 there was morn ing —  the  third day.

 14 And God said, “Let  there be  lights in the 
 vault of the sky to sep a rate the day 
from the  night, and let them  serve as 
 signs to mark  sacred times, and days 
and  years, 15 and let them be  lights in 
the  vault of the sky to give  light on 
the  earth.” And it was so. 16 God made 
two  great  lights —  the great er  light 
to gov ern the day and the less er  light 
to gov ern the  night. He also made 
the  stars. 17 God set them in the  vault 
of the sky to give  light on the  earth, 
18 to gov ern the day and the  night, 
and to sep a rate  light from dark ness. 
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a 15 Or seed    b 15 Or strike    c 20,1 Or The man    d 20 Eve probably means living.    e 24 Or 
placed in front    f 1 Cain sounds like the Hebrew for brought forth or acquired.    g 1 Or have 
acquired    h 8 Samaritan Pentateuch, Septuagint, Vulgate and Syriac; Masoretic Text does not 
have “Let’s go out to the field.”    

a 5 Or land ; also in verse 6    b 6 Or mist    c 7 The Hebrew for man (adam) sounds like and 
may be related to the Hebrew for ground (adamah) ; it is also the name Adam (see verse 20).    
d 12 Or good; pearls    e 13 Possibly southeast Mesopotamia    f 20 Or the man    g 21 Or took 
part of the man’s side    h 22 Or part    
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  all the days of your life.
 18 It will produce thorns and thistles for 

you,
  and you will eat the plants of the 

field.
 19 By the sweat of your brow
  you will eat your food
  until you return to the ground,
  since from it you were taken;
  for dust you are
  and to dust you will return.”

20 Adam c  named his wife Eve, d be cause 
she  would be come the moth er of all the 
liv ing.

21 The Lord God made gar ments of 
skin for Adam and his wife and  clothed 
them. 22 And the Lord God said, “The man 
has now be come like one of us, know ing 
good and evil. He must not be al lowed to 
 reach out his hand and take also from 
the tree of life and eat, and live for ev er.” 
23 So the Lord God ban ished him from 
the Gar den of Eden to work the  ground 
from  which he had been tak en. 24 Af ter he 
 drove the man out, he  placed on the east 
side e of the Gar den of Eden cher u bim 
and a flam ing  sword flash ing back and 
 forth to  guard the way to the tree of life.

Cain and Abel

4 Adam c made love to his wife Eve, 
and she be came preg nant and gave 

 birth to Cain. f She said, “With the help of 
the Lord I have  brought  forth g a man.” 
2 Lat er she gave  birth to his broth er Abel.

Now Abel kept  flocks, and Cain 
 worked the soil. 3 In the  course of time 
Cain  brought some of the  fruits of the 
soil as an of fer ing to the Lord. 4 And Abel 
also  brought an of fer ing —  fat por tions 
from some of the first born of his  flock. 
The Lord  looked with fa vor on Abel 
and his of fer ing, 5 but on Cain and his 
of fer ing he did not look with fa vor. So 
Cain was very an gry, and his face was 
 down cast.

6 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why are 
you an gry? Why is your face down cast? 7 If 
you do what is  right, will you not be ac
cept ed? But if you do not do what is  right, 
sin is crouch ing at your door; it de sires to 
have you, but you must rule over it.”

8 Now Cain said to his broth er Abel, 
“Let’s go out to the  field.” h  While they 
were in the  field, Cain at tacked his 
broth er Abel and  killed him.

9 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is 
your broth er Abel?”

6 When the wom an saw that the  fruit 
of the tree was good for food and pleas
ing to the eye, and also de sir able for 
gain ing wis dom, she took some and ate 
it. She also gave some to her hus band, 
who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then 
the eyes of both of them were  opened, 
and they re al ized they were na ked; so 
they  sewed fig  leaves to geth er and made 
cov er ings for them selves.

8 Then the man and his wife  heard the 
 sound of the Lord God as he was walk ing 
in the gar den in the cool of the day, and 
they hid from the Lord God  among the 
 trees of the gar den. 9 But the Lord God 
 called to the man, “Where are you?”

10 He an swered, “I  heard you in the 
gar den, and I was  afraid be cause I was 
na ked; so I hid.”

11 And he said, “Who told you that you 
were na ked? Have you eat en from the tree 
that I com mand ed you not to eat from?”

12 The man said, “The wom an you put 
here with me —  she gave me some  fruit 
from the tree, and I ate it.”

13 Then the Lord God said to the wom
an, “What is this you have done?”

The wom an said, “The ser pent de
ceived me, and I ate.”

14 So the Lord God said to the ser pent, 
“Be cause you have done this,

  “Cursed are you above all livestock
  and all wild animals!
  You will crawl on your belly
  and you will eat dust
  all the days of your life.
 15 And I will put enmity
  between you and the woman,
  and between your offspring a and 

hers;
  he will crush b your head,
  and you will strike his heel.”

16 To the wom an he said,

  “I will make your pains in 
childbearing very severe;

  with painful labor you will give 
birth to children.

  Your desire will be for your husband,
  and he will rule over you.”

17 To Adam he said, “Be cause you lis
tened to your wife and ate fruit from the 
tree  about  which I com mand ed you, ‘You 
must not eat from it,’

  “Cursed is the ground because of you;
  through painful toil you will eat 

food from it

Ti gris; it runs  along the east side of Ash
ur. And the  fourth riv er is the Eu phra tes.

15 The Lord God took the man and put 
him in the Gar den of Eden to work it and 
take care of it. 16 And the Lord God com
mand ed the man, “You are free to eat 
from any tree in the gar den; 17 but you 
must not eat from the tree of the knowl
edge of good and evil, for when you eat 
from it you will cer tain ly die.”

18 The Lord God said, “It is not good for 
the man to be  alone. I will make a help er 
suit able for him.”

19 Now the Lord God had  formed out 
of the  ground all the wild an i mals and 
all the  birds in the sky. He  brought them 
to the man to see what he  would name 
them; and what ev er the man  called each 
liv ing crea ture, that was its name. 20 So the 
man gave  names to all the live stock, the 
 birds in the sky and all the wild an i mals.

But for Adam f no suit able help er was 
 found. 21 So the Lord God  caused the man 
to fall into a deep  sleep; and  while he 
was sleep ing, he took one of the  man’s 
ribs g and then  closed up the  place with 
 flesh. 22 Then the Lord God made a wom
an from the rib h he had tak en out of the 
man, and he  brought her to the man.

23 The man said,

  “This is now bone of my bones
  and flesh of my flesh;
  she shall be called ‘woman,’
  for she was taken out of man.”

24 That is why a man  leaves his fa ther 
and moth er and is unit ed to his wife, 
and they be come one flesh.

25 Adam and his wife were both na ked, 
and they felt no shame.

The Fall

3 Now the ser pent was more  crafty 
than any of the wild an i mals the 

Lord God had made. He said to the wom
an, “Did God real ly say, ‘You must not eat 
from any tree in the gar den’?”

2 The wom an said to the ser pent, “We 
may eat  fruit from the  trees in the gar
den, 3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat 
 fruit from the tree that is in the mid dle 
of the gar den, and you must not  touch it, 
or you will die.’ ”

4 “You will not cer tain ly die,” the ser
pent said to the wom an. 5 “For God  knows 
that when you eat from it your eyes will 
be  opened, and you will be like God, 
know ing good and evil.”

that has  fruit with seed in it. They 
will be  yours for food. 30 And to all 
the  beasts of the  earth and all the 
 birds in the sky and all the crea tures 
that move along the  ground —  ev
ery thing that has the  breath of life 
in it —  I give ev ery  green  plant for 
food.” And it was so.

    31 God saw all that he had made, 
and it was very good. And  there was 
eve ning, and  there was morn ing —  
the  sixth day.

2   Thus the heav ens and the  earth 
were com plet ed in all  their vast ar ray.

 2 By the sev enth day God had fin ished 
the work he had been do ing; so on 
the sev enth day he rest ed from all 
his work. 3 Then God  blessed the sev
enth day and made it holy, be cause 
on it he rest ed from all the work of 
cre at ing that he had done.

Adam and Eve
4 This is the ac count of the heav ens 

and the  earth when they were cre at ed, 
when the Lord God made the  earth and 
the heav ens.

5 Now no  shrub had yet ap peared on 
the  earth a and no  plant had yet  sprung 
up, for the Lord God had not sent rain 
on the  earth and  there was no one to 
work the  ground, 6 but  streams b came up 
from the  earth and wa tered the  whole 
sur face of the  ground. 7 Then the Lord 
God  formed a man c from the dust of the 
 ground and  breathed into his nos trils 
the  breath of life, and the man be came 
a liv ing be ing.

8 Now the Lord God had plant ed a gar
den in the east, in Eden; and  there he put 
the man he had  formed. 9 The Lord God 
made all  kinds of  trees grow out of the 
 ground —   trees that were pleas ing to the 
eye and good for food. In the mid dle of 
the gar den were the tree of life and the 
tree of the knowl edge of good and evil.

10 A riv er wa ter ing the gar den  flowed 
from Eden; from  there it was sep a rat ed 
into four head wa ters. 11 The name of the 
 first is the Pi shon; it  winds  through the 
en tire land of Hav i lah,  where  there is 
gold. 12 (The gold of that land is good; ar
o mat ic res in d and onyx are also  there.) 
13 The name of the sec ond riv er is the Gi
hon; it  winds  through the en tire land of 
Cush. e 14 The name of the  third riv er is the 

Faith is Personal
Judges 2:8–15

After Joshua’s death, the people of Israel 
became complacent. The passage says they 
“forsook” the Lord (verse 12), which means 
they turned away from him. But their turning 
away wasn’t toward nothing; in their emptiness, 
they turned to other gods. As a result, they 
suffered. Why? Because they turned from the 
living, available God toward empty idols that 
could not save, help, or empathize.

The truth? We cannot borrow faith. Nor can 
we rely on our parents’ or grandparents’ faith 
to save us. Although the Israelites in Joshua’s 
generation saw great deliverance and worshiped 
God with abandon, the next generation failed to 
do so. They didn’t personalize their faith; they 
chose not to pursue God for themselves. This 
led to a vacuum of belief.

It is a privilege to actively put our faith in God. 
Whether you’ve had faith examples through 
your family or you have no spiritual heritage, 
right now you have the opportunity to love and 
worship God with your whole heart.

Ask him to come near, even if you have 
ventured far. God loves to answer the prayers 
of those seeking him. He loves you.

Lord, I want the kind of faith that continues to 
chase you all the days of my life. Forgive me 
for straying. I need you today. Keep me close  
to you. Amen.

Who in your life has chosen to walk away from 
God? What happened? Write a prayer for them 
here, asking God to rescue them.
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a 29 Noah sounds like the Hebrew for comfort.    b 3 Or My spirit will not remain in    c 3 Or 
corrupt    d 14 The meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain.    e 15 That is, about 450 
feet long, 75 feet wide and 45 feet high or about 135 meters long, 23 meters wide and 14 meters 
high    f 16 That is, about 18 inches or about 45 centimeters    g 16 The meaning of the Hebrew 
for this clause is uncertain.    

a 15 Septuagint, Vulgate and Syriac; Hebrew Very well    b 16 Nod means wandering (see verses 
12 and 14).    c 22 Or who instructed all who work in    d 25 Seth probably means granted.    
e 26 Or to proclaim    f 2 Hebrew adam    g 6 Father may mean ancestor; also in verses 726.    

Genesis 5:26 | 5  5  Genesis 7:7Genesis 4:10  4 4 | Genesis 5:25

11 Now the  earth was cor rupt in  God’s 
 sight and was full of vi o lence. 12 God saw 
how cor rupt the  earth had be come, for 
all the peo ple on  earth had cor rupt ed 
 their ways. 13 So God said to Noah, “I am 
go ing to put an end to all peo ple, for the 
 earth is  filled with vi o lence be cause of 
them. I am sure ly go ing to de stroy both 
them and the  earth. 14 So make your self 
an ark of cy press d wood; make  rooms in 
it and coat it with  pitch in side and out. 
15 This is how you are to  build it: The ark is 
to be  three hun dred cu bits long, fif ty cu
bits wide and thir ty cu bits high. e 16 Make 
a roof for it, leav ing be low the roof an 
open ing one cu bit f high all  around. g Put 
a door in the side of the ark and make 
low er, mid dle and up per  decks. 17 I am 
go ing to  bring flood wa ters on the  earth 
to de stroy all life un der the heav ens, ev
ery crea ture that has the  breath of life in 
it. Ev ery thing on  earth will per ish. 18 But 
I will es tab lish my cov enant with you, 
and you will en ter the ark —  you and 
your sons and your wife and your sons’ 
 wives with you. 19 You are to  bring into 
the ark two of all liv ing crea tures, male 
and fe male, to keep them  alive with you. 
20 Two of ev ery kind of bird, of ev ery kind 
of an i mal and of ev ery kind of crea ture 
that  moves  along the  ground will come 
to you to be kept  alive. 21 You are to take 
ev ery kind of food that is to be eat en 
and  store it away as food for you and for 
them.”

22 Noah did ev ery thing just as God 
com mand ed him.

7 The Lord then said to Noah, “Go into 
the ark, you and your  whole fam i ly, 

be cause I have  found you righ teous in 
this gen er a tion. 2 Take with you sev en 
 pairs of ev ery kind of  clean an i mal, a 
male and its mate, and one pair of ev
ery kind of un clean an i mal, a male and 
its mate, 3 and also sev en  pairs of ev ery 
kind of bird, male and fe male, to keep 
 their var i ous  kinds  alive through out the 
 earth. 4 Sev en days from now I will send 
rain on the  earth for for ty days and for
ty  nights, and I will wipe from the face 
of the  earth ev ery liv ing crea ture I have 
made.”

5 And Noah did all that the Lord com
mand ed him.

6 Noah was six hun dred  years old when 
the flood wa ters came on the  earth. 7 And 
Noah and his sons and his wife and his 

26 Af ter he be came the fa ther of La mech, 
Me thu se lah  lived 782  years and had oth
er sons and daugh ters. 27 Al to geth er, Me
thu se lah  lived a to tal of 969  years, and 
then he died.

28 When La mech had  lived 182  years, 
he had a son. 29 He  named him Noah a 
and said, “He will com fort us in the la
bor and pain ful toil of our  hands  caused 
by the  ground the Lord has  cursed.” 
30 Af ter Noah was born, La mech  lived 595 
 years and had oth er sons and daugh ters. 
31 Al to geth er, La mech  lived a to tal of 777 
 years, and then he died.

32 Af ter Noah was 500  years old, he be
came the fa ther of Shem, Ham and Ja
pheth.

Wickedness in the World

6 When hu man be ings be gan to in
crease in num ber on the  earth and 

daugh ters were born to them, 2 the sons 
of God saw that the daugh ters of hu
mans were beau ti ful, and they mar ried 
any of them they  chose. 3 Then the Lord 
said, “My Spir it will not con tend with b 
hu mans for ev er, for they are mor tal c; 
 their days will be a hun dred and twen
ty years.”

4 The Neph i lim were on the  earth in 
 those days —  and also af ter ward —  when 
the sons of God went to the daugh ters of 
hu mans and had chil dren by them. They 
were the he roes of old, men of re nown.

5 The Lord saw how  great the wick ed
ness of the hu man race had be come on 
the  earth, and that ev ery in cli na tion of 
the  thoughts of the hu man  heart was 
only evil all the time. 6 The Lord re gret
ted that he had made hu man be ings 
on the  earth, and his  heart was deep ly 
trou bled. 7 So the Lord said, “I will wipe 
from the face of the  earth the hu man 
race I have cre at ed —  and with them 
the an i mals, the  birds and the crea tures 
that move  along the  ground —  for I re
gret that I have made them.” 8 But Noah 
 found fa vor in the eyes of the Lord.

Noah and the Flood
9 This is the ac count of Noah and his 

fam i ly.

Noah was a righ teous man, blame less 
 among the peo ple of his time, and he 
 walked faith ful ly with God. 10 Noah had 
 three sons: Shem, Ham and Ja pheth.

From Adam to Noah

5 This is the writ ten ac count of  Adam’s 
fam i ly line.

When God cre at ed man kind, he made 
them in the like ness of God. 2 He cre at
ed them male and fe male and  blessed 
them. And he named them “Man kind” f 
when they were created.

3 When Adam had  lived 130  years, he 
had a son in his own like ness, in his own 
im age; and he  named him Seth. 4 Af ter 
Seth was born, Adam  lived 800  years 
and had oth er sons and daugh ters. 5 Al
to geth er, Adam  lived a to tal of 930  years, 
and then he died.

6 When Seth had  lived 105  years, he be
came the fa ther g of  Enosh. 7 Af ter he be
came the fa ther of  Enosh, Seth  lived 807 
 years and had oth er sons and daugh
ters. 8 Al to geth er, Seth  lived a to tal of 912 
 years, and then he died.

9 When  Enosh had  lived 90  years, he 
be came the fa ther of Ke nan. 10 Af ter he 
be came the fa ther of Ke nan,  Enosh  lived 
815  years and had oth er sons and daugh
ters. 11 Al to geth er,  Enosh  lived a to tal of 
905  years, and then he died.

12 When Ke nan had  lived 70  years, he 
be came the fa ther of Ma ha la lel. 13 Af ter 
he be came the fa ther of Ma ha la lel, Ke
nan  lived 840  years and had oth er sons 
and daugh ters. 14 Al to geth er, Ke nan 
 lived a to tal of 910  years, and then he 
died.

15 When Ma ha la lel had  lived 65  years, 
he be came the fa ther of Ja red. 16 Af ter he 
be came the fa ther of Ja red, Ma ha la lel 
 lived 830  years and had oth er sons and 
daugh ters. 17 Al to geth er, Ma ha la lel  lived 
a to tal of 895  years, and then he died.

18 When Ja red had  lived 162  years, 
he be came the fa ther of  Enoch. 19 Af ter 
he be came the fa ther of  Enoch, Ja red 
 lived 800  years and had oth er sons and 
daugh ters. 20 Al to geth er, Ja red  lived a 
to tal of 962  years, and then he died.

21 When  Enoch had  lived 65  years, he 
be came the fa ther of Me thu se lah. 22 Af
ter he be came the fa ther of Me thu se lah, 
 Enoch  walked faith ful ly with God 300 
 years and had oth er sons and daugh
ters. 23 Al to geth er,  Enoch  lived a to tal of 
365  years. 24 Enoch  walked faith ful ly with 
God; then he was no more, be cause God 
took him away.

25 When Me thu se lah had  lived 187 
 years, he be came the fa ther of La mech. 

“I  don’t know,” he re plied. “Am I my 
broth er’s keep er?”

10 The Lord said, “What have you 
done? Lis ten! Your broth er’s  blood  cries 
out to me from the  ground. 11 Now you 
are un der a  curse and driv en from the 
 ground,  which  opened its  mouth to re
ceive your broth er’s  blood from your 
hand. 12 When you work the  ground, it 
will no lon ger  yield its  crops for you. You 
will be a rest less wan der er on the earth.”

13 Cain said to the Lord, “My pun ish
ment is more than I can bear. 14 To day 
you are driv ing me from the land, and I 
will be hid den from your pres ence; I will 
be a rest less wan der er on the  earth, and 
who ev er  finds me will kill me.”

15 But the Lord said to him, “Not so a; 
any one who  kills Cain will suf fer ven
geance sev en  times over.” Then the Lord 
put a mark on Cain so that no one who 
 found him  would kill him. 16 So Cain went 
out from the Lord’s pres ence and  lived 
in the land of Nod, b east of Eden.

17 Cain made love to his wife, and she 
be came preg nant and gave  birth to 
 Enoch. Cain was then build ing a city, 
and he  named it af ter his son  Enoch. 18 To 
 Enoch was born Irad, and Irad was the 
fa ther of Me hu ja el, and Me hu ja el was 
the fa ther of Me thu sha el, and Me thu
sha el was the fa ther of La mech.

19 La mech mar ried two wom en, one 
 named Adah and the oth er Zil lah. 
20 Adah gave  birth to Ja bal; he was the 
fa ther of  those who live in  tents and 
 raise live stock. 21 His broth er’s name was 
Ju bal; he was the fa ther of all who play 
 stringed in stru ments and  pipes. 22 Zil lah 
also had a son, Tu balCain, who  forged 
all  kinds of  tools out of c  bronze and iron. 
Tu bal Cain’s sis ter was Na a mah.

23 La mech said to his wives,

  “Adah and Zillah, listen to me;
  wives of Lamech, hear my words.
  I have killed a man for wounding me,
  a young man for injuring me.
 24 If Cain is avenged seven times,
  then Lamech seventyseven times.”

25 Adam made love to his wife  again, 
and she gave  birth to a son and  named 
him Seth, d say ing, “God has grant ed me 
an oth er  child in  place of Abel,  since Cain 
 killed him.” 26 Seth also had a son, and he 
 named him Enosh.

At that time peo ple be gan to call on e 
the name of the Lord.
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a 21 Or humans, for    b 20 Or soil, was the first    c 27 Japheth sounds like the Hebrew for extend.    

a 20 That is, about 23 feet or about 6.8 meters    b 20 Or rose more than fifteen cubits, and the 
mountains were covered    
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have set my rain bow in the  clouds, and it 
will be the sign of the cov enant be tween 
me and the  earth. 14 When ev er I  bring 
 clouds over the  earth and the rain bow 
ap pears in the  clouds, 15 I will re mem ber 
my cov enant be tween me and you and 
all liv ing crea tures of ev ery kind. Nev
er  again will the wa ters be come a  flood 
to de stroy all life. 16 When ev er the rain
bow ap pears in the  clouds, I will see it 
and re mem ber the ever last ing cov enant 
be tween God and all liv ing crea tures of 
ev ery kind on the earth.”

17 So God said to Noah, “This is the sign 
of the cov enant I have es tab lished be
tween me and all life on the earth.”

The Sons of Noah
18 The sons of Noah who came out of 

the ark were Shem, Ham and Ja pheth. 
(Ham was the fa ther of Ca naan.) 19 These 
were the  three sons of Noah, and from 
them came the peo ple who were scat
tered over the  whole earth.

20 Noah, a man of the soil, pro ceed ed b 
to  plant a vine yard. 21 When he  drank 
some of its wine, he be came  drunk and 
lay un cov ered in side his tent. 22 Ham, the 
fa ther of Ca naan, saw his fa ther na ked 
and told his two broth ers out side. 23 But 
Shem and Ja pheth took a gar ment and 
laid it  across  their shoul ders; then they 
 walked in back ward and cov ered  their 
fa ther’s na ked body.  Their fac es were 
 turned the oth er way so that they  would 
not see  their fa ther na ked.

24 When Noah  awoke from his wine 
and  found out what his youn gest son 
had done to him, 25 he said,

  “Cursed be Canaan!
  The lowest of slaves
  will he be to his brothers.”

26 He also said,

  “Praise be to the Lord, the God of 
Shem!

  May Canaan be the slave of Shem.
 27 May God extend Japheth’s c territory;
  may Japheth live in the tents of 

Shem,
  and may Canaan be the slave of 

Japheth.”

28 Af ter the  flood Noah  lived 350  years. 
29 Noah  lived a to tal of 950  years, and 
then he died.

of fer ings on it. 21 The Lord  smelled the 
pleas ing aro ma and said in his  heart: 
“Nev er  again will I  curse the  ground be
cause of hu mans, even  though a ev ery in
cli na tion of the hu man  heart is evil from 
child hood. And nev er  again will I de
stroy all liv ing crea tures, as I have done.

 22 “As long as the earth endures,
  seedtime and harvest,
  cold and heat,
  summer and winter,
  day and night
  will never cease.”

God’s Covenant With Noah

9 Then God  blessed Noah and his sons, 
say ing to them, “Be fruit ful and in

crease in num ber and fill the  earth. 2 The 
fear and  dread of you will fall on all the 
 beasts of the  earth, and on all the  birds 
in the sky, on ev ery crea ture that  moves 
 along the  ground, and on all the fish in 
the sea; they are giv en into your  hands. 
3 Ev ery thing that  lives and  moves about 
will be food for you. Just as I gave you 
the  green  plants, I now give you ev ery
thing.

4 “But you must not eat meat that has 
its life blood  still in it. 5 And for your life
blood I will sure ly de mand an ac count
ing. I will de mand an ac count ing from 
ev ery an i mal. And from each hu man be
ing, too, I will de mand an ac count ing for 
the life of an oth er hu man be ing.

 6 “Whoever sheds human blood,
  by humans shall their blood be 

shed;
  for in the image of God
  has God made mankind.

7 As for you, be fruit ful and in crease in 
num ber; mul ti ply on the  earth and in
crease upon it.”

8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons 
with him: 9 “I now es tab lish my cov enant 
with you and with your de scen dants af
ter you 10 and with ev ery liv ing crea ture 
that was with you —  the  birds, the live
stock and all the wild an i mals, all  those 
that came out of the ark with you —  ev
ery liv ing crea ture on  earth. 11 I es tab lish 
my cov enant with you: Nev er  again will 
all life be de stroyed by the wa ters of a 
 flood; nev er  again will  there be a  flood 
to de stroy the earth.”

12 And God said, “This is the sign of the 
cov enant I am mak ing be tween me and 
you and ev ery liv ing crea ture with you, a 
cov enant for all gen er a tions to come: 13 I 

deep and the flood gates of the heav
ens had been  closed, and the rain had 
 stopped fall ing from the sky. 3 The wa ter 
re ced ed steadi ly from the  earth. At the 
end of the hun dred and fif ty days the 
wa ter had gone down, 4 and on the sev
en teenth day of the sev enth  month the 
ark came to rest on the moun tains of 
Ar a rat. 5 The wa ters con tin ued to re cede 
un til the  tenth  month, and on the  first 
day of the  tenth  month the tops of the 
moun tains be came vis i ble.

6 Af ter for ty days Noah  opened a win
dow he had made in the ark 7 and sent 
out a ra ven, and it kept fly ing back and 
 forth un til the wa ter had  dried up from 
the  earth. 8 Then he sent out a dove to see 
if the wa ter had re ced ed from the sur
face of the  ground. 9 But the dove  could 
find no where to  perch be cause  there was 
wa ter over all the sur face of the  earth; 
so it re turned to Noah in the ark. He 
 reached out his hand and took the dove 
and  brought it back to him self in the 
ark. 10 He wait ed sev en more days and 
 again sent out the dove from the ark. 
11 When the dove re turned to him in the 
eve ning,  there in its beak was a fresh ly 
 plucked ol ive leaf ! Then Noah knew that 
the wa ter had re ced ed from the  earth. 
12 He wait ed sev en more days and sent 
the dove out  again, but this time it did 
not re turn to him.

13 By the  first day of the  first  month 
of No ah’s six hun dred and  first year, 
the wa ter had  dried up from the  earth. 
Noah then re moved the cov er ing from 
the ark and saw that the sur face of the 
 ground was dry. 14 By the twen tysev enth 
day of the sec ond  month the  earth was 
com plete ly dry.

15 Then God said to Noah, 16 “Come out 
of the ark, you and your wife and your 
sons and  their  wives. 17 Bring out ev ery 
kind of liv ing crea ture that is with you —  
the  birds, the an i mals, and all the crea
tures that move  along the  ground —  so 
they can mul ti ply on the  earth and be 
fruit ful and in crease in num ber on it.”

18 So Noah came out, to geth er with his 
sons and his wife and his sons’  wives. 
19 All the an i mals and all the crea tures 
that move  along the  ground and all 
the  birds —  ev ery thing that  moves on 
land —  came out of the ark, one kind af
ter an oth er.

20 Then Noah  built an al tar to the Lord 
and, tak ing some of all the  clean an i
mals and  clean  birds, he sac ri ficed  burnt 

sons’  wives en tered the ark to es cape the 
wa ters of the  flood. 8 Pairs of  clean and 
un clean an i mals, of  birds and of all crea
tures that move  along the  ground, 9 male 
and fe male, came to Noah and en tered 
the ark, as God had com mand ed Noah. 
10 And af ter the sev en days the flood wa
ters came on the earth.

11 In the six hun dredth year of No ah’s 
life, on the sev en teenth day of the sec
ond  month —  on that day all the  springs 
of the  great deep  burst  forth, and the 
flood gates of the heav ens were  opened. 
12 And rain fell on the  earth for ty days 
and for ty nights.

13 On that very day Noah and his sons, 
Shem, Ham and Ja pheth, to geth er with 
his wife and the  wives of his  three sons, 
en tered the ark. 14 They had with them 
ev ery wild an i mal ac cord ing to its kind, 
all live stock ac cord ing to  their  kinds, 
ev ery crea ture that  moves  along the 
 ground ac cord ing to its kind and ev ery 
bird ac cord ing to its kind, ev ery thing 
with  wings. 15 Pairs of all crea tures that 
have the  breath of life in them came to 
Noah and en tered the ark. 16 The an i mals 
go ing in were male and fe male of ev ery 
liv ing  thing, as God had com mand ed 
Noah. Then the Lord shut him in.

17 For for ty days the  flood kept com ing 
on the  earth, and as the wa ters in creased 
they lift ed the ark high  above the  earth. 
18 The wa ters rose and in creased great ly 
on the  earth, and the ark float ed on the 
sur face of the wa ter. 19 They rose great ly 
on the  earth, and all the high moun tains 
un der the en tire heav ens were cov ered. 
20 The wa ters rose and cov ered the moun
tains to a  depth of more than fif teen cu
bits. a , b  21 Ev ery liv ing  thing that  moved 
on land per ished —   birds, live stock, wild 
an i mals, all the crea tures that  swarm 
over the  earth, and all man kind. 22 Ev
ery thing on dry land that had the  breath 
of life in its nos trils died. 23 Ev ery liv ing 
 thing on the face of the  earth was  wiped 
out; peo ple and an i mals and the crea
tures that move  along the  ground and 
the  birds were  wiped from the  earth. 
Only Noah was left, and  those with him 
in the ark.

24 The wa ters flood ed the  earth for a 
hun dred and fif ty days.

8 But God re mem bered Noah and all 
the wild an i mals and the live stock 

that were with him in the ark, and he 
sent a wind over the  earth, and the wa
ters re ced ed. 2 Now the  springs of the 

Image Bearers Are Loved
genesis 1:1–31

In the first chapter of the Bible, we uncover 
the foundations of our story. In the beginning, 
nothing existed, nor did humanity live or 
breathe or move. With God as the author of 
the world’s story, he blazes us onto the pages 
of history as his image bearers—something 
unique from everything else he made. We are 
touched by God’s glory as his special creation, 
and because of that, we know we are wholly 
loved. God loves his handiwork. Taken to its 
beautiful conclusion, being made in his image 
helps us to love in return in three ways.

 • We love the one who created us, as a child  
  loves a parent.
 • We love ourselves because God created 
  us, endowing us with uniqueness and value.
 • We love others because they bear this 
  same image, yet are delightfully original.  
  This variety reveals the fullness of God’s  
  love.

Today you have the opportunity love God, love 
yourself, and love others. This is the essence  
of the gospel that Jesus would inaugurate  
in the New Testament. What a powerful 
realization that this redemptive way of living  
is foreshadowed in Genesis chapter one!

Lord, thank you for creating everything I 
see. I love you. And although it can be hard 
sometimes, I will try to love myself better. I 
pray you would empower me to love the people 
in my life today. Amen.

Thank God for who he is, how he rescued you, 
and the many gifts he has brought you this past 
year. Where do you see the fingerprints of God 
on you and your story? What are some tangible 
ways you can love God, others, and yourself 
this week?
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a 9 That is, Babylon; Babel sounds like the Hebrew for confused.    b 10 Father may mean 
ancestor; also in verses 1125.    c 12,13 Hebrew; Septuagint (see also Luke 3:35, 36 and note at 
Gen. 10:24) 35 years, he became the father of Cainan. 13And after he became the father of Cainan, 
Arphaxad lived 430 years and had other sons and daughters, and then he died. When Cainan had 
lived 130 years, he became the father of Shelah. And after he became the father of Shelah, Cainan 
lived 330 years and had other sons and daughters    d 2 Or be seen as blessed    e 3 Or earth / will 
use your name in blessings (see 48:20)    

a 2 Sons may mean descendants or successors or nations; also in verses 3, 4, 6, 7, 2023, 29 and 31.    
b 4 Some manuscripts of the Masoretic Text and Samaritan Pentateuch (see also Septuagint 
and 1 Chron. 1:7); most manuscripts of the Masoretic Text Dodanites    c 8 Father may mean 
ancestor or predecessor or founder; also in verses 13, 15, 24 and 26.    d 10 Or Uruk and Akkad —  
all of them in    e 10,2 That is, Babylonia    f 11 Or Nineveh with its city squares    g 15 Or of the 
Sidonians, the foremost    h 21 Or Shem, the older brother of    i 23 See Septuagint and 1 Chron. 
1:17; Hebrew Mash.    j 24 Hebrew; Septuagint father of Cainan, and Cainan was the father of    
k 25 Peleg means division.    l 2 Or from the east ; or in the east        

Genesis 11:5 | 9  9  Genesis 12:5Genesis 10:1  8 8 | Genesis 11:4

24 When Na hor had  lived 29  years, he 
be came the fa ther of Te rah. 25 And af ter 
he be came the fa ther of Te rah, Na hor 
 lived 119  years and had oth er sons and 
daugh ters.

26 Af ter Te rah had  lived 70  years, he 
be came the fa ther of  Abram, Na hor and 
Ha ran.

Abram’s Family
27 This is the ac count of Te rah’s fam i

ly line.

Te rah be came the fa ther of  Abram, 
Na hor and Ha ran. And Ha ran be came 
the fa ther of Lot. 28 While his fa ther Te
rah was  still  alive, Ha ran died in Ur of 
the Chal de ans, in the land of his  birth. 
29 Abram and Na hor both mar ried. The 
name of  Abram’s wife was Sa rai, and 
the name of Na hor’s wife was Mil kah; 
she was the daugh ter of Ha ran, the fa
ther of both Mil kah and Is kah. 30 Now 
Sa rai was child less be cause she was not 
able to con ceive.

31 Te rah took his son  Abram, his grand
son Lot son of Ha ran, and his daugh ter
inlaw Sa rai, the wife of his son  Abram, 
and to geth er they set out from Ur of the 
Chal de ans to go to Ca naan. But when 
they came to Har ran, they set tled there.

32 Te rah  lived 205  years, and he died in 
Har ran.

The Call of Abram

12 The Lord had said to  Abram, “Go 
from your coun try, your peo ple and 

your fa ther’s house hold to the land I will 
show you.

 2 “I will make you into a great nation,
  and I will bless you;
  I will make your name great,
  and you will be a blessing. d
 3 I will bless those who bless you,
  and whoever curses you I will 

curse;
  and all peoples on earth
  will be blessed through you.” e

4 So  Abram went, as the Lord had told 
him; and Lot went with him.  Abram was 
sev en tyfive  years old when he set out 
from Har ran. 5 He took his wife  Sa rai, his 
neph ew Lot, all the pos ses sions they had 
ac cu mu lat ed and the peo ple they had 

5 But the Lord came down to see the 
city and the tow er the peo ple were build
ing. 6 The Lord said, “If as one peo ple 
speak ing the same lan guage they have 
be gun to do this, then noth ing they plan 
to do will be im pos si ble for them. 7 Come, 
let us go down and con fuse  their lan
guage so they will not un der stand each 
oth er.”

8 So the Lord scat tered them from 
 there over all the  earth, and they  stopped 
build ing the city. 9 That is why it was 
 called Ba bel a —  be cause  there the Lord 
con fused the lan guage of the  whole 
 world. From  there the Lord scat tered 
them over the face of the  whole earth.

From Shem to Abram
10 This is the ac count of  Shem’s fam i

ly line.

Two  years af ter the  flood, when Shem 
was 100  years old, he be came the fa ther b 
of Ar phax ad. 11 And af ter he be came the 
fa ther of Ar phax ad, Shem  lived 500 
 years and had oth er sons and daugh ters.

12 When Ar phax ad had  lived 35  years, 
he be came the fa ther of She lah. 13 And 
af ter he be came the fa ther of She lah, 
Ar phax ad  lived 403  years and had oth er 
sons and daugh ters. c

14 When She lah had  lived 30  years, he 
be came the fa ther of Eber. 15 And af ter 
he be came the fa ther of Eber, She lah 
 lived 403  years and had oth er sons and 
daugh ters.

16 When Eber had  lived 34  years, he 
be came the fa ther of Pe leg. 17 And af
ter he be came the fa ther of Pe leg, Eber 
 lived 430  years and had oth er sons and 
daugh ters.

18 When Pe leg had  lived 30  years, he 
be came the fa ther of Reu. 19 And af ter he 
be came the fa ther of Reu, Pe leg  lived 209 
 years and had oth er sons and daugh ters.

20 When Reu had  lived 32  years, he 
be came the fa ther of Se rug. 21 And af
ter he be came the fa ther of Se rug, Reu 
 lived 207  years and had oth er sons and 
daugh ters.

22 When Se rug had  lived 30  years, he 
be came the fa ther of Na hor. 23 And af ter 
he be came the fa ther of Na hor, Se rug 
 lived 200  years and had oth er sons and 
daugh ters.

and then to ward Sod om, Go mor rah, Ad
mah and Ze boy im, as far as La sha.

20 These are the sons of Ham by  their 
 clans and lan guag es, in  their ter ri to ries 
and na tions.

The Semites
21 Sons were also born to Shem,  whose 

old er broth er was h Ja pheth; Shem was 
the an ces tor of all the sons of Eber.

 22 The sons of Shem:
  Elam, Ash ur, Ar phax ad, Lud and 

Aram.
 23 The sons of Aram:
  Uz, Hul, Ge ther and Me shek. i

 24 Ar phax ad was the fa ther of j She lah,
  and She lah the fa ther of Eber.
 25 Two sons were born to Eber:
  One was  named Pe leg, k be cause 

in his time the  earth was di vid ed; 
his broth er was  named Jok tan.

 26 Jok tan was the fa ther of
  Al mo dad, She leph, Ha zar ma veth, 

Je rah, 27 Ha do ram, Uzal, Dik lah, 
28 Obal, Abim a el, She ba, 29 Ophir, 
Hav i lah and Jo bab. All  these were 
sons of Jok tan.

30 The re gion  where they  lived  stretched 
from Me sha to ward Se phar, in the east
ern hill coun try.

31 These are the sons of Shem by  their 
 clans and lan guag es, in  their ter ri to ries 
and na tions.

32 These are the  clans of No ah’s sons, 
ac cord ing to  their  lines of de scent, with
in  their na tions. From  these the na tions 
 spread out over the  earth af ter the flood.

The Tower of Babel

11 Now the  whole  world had one lan
guage and a com mon  speech. 2 As 

peo ple  moved east ward, l they  found a 
 plain in Shi nar e and set tled there.

3 They said to each oth er, “Come,  let’s 
make  bricks and bake them thor ough ly.” 
They used  brick in stead of  stone, and tar 
for mor tar. 4 Then they said, “Come, let us 
 build our selves a city, with a tow er that 
reach es to the heav ens, so that we may 
make a name for our selves; other wise 
we will be scat tered over the face of the 
 whole earth.”

The Table of Nations

10 This is the ac count of Shem, Ham 
and Ja pheth, No ah’s sons, who 

them selves had sons af ter the flood.

The Japhethites
 2 The sons a of Ja pheth:
  Go mer, Ma gog, Mad ai, Ja van, Tu

bal, Me shek and Ti ras.
 3 The sons of Go mer:
  Ash ke naz, Ri phath and To gar mah.
 4 The sons of Ja van:
  Eli shah, Tar shish, the Kit tites 

and the Rod a nites. b 5 (From  these 
the mar i time peo ples  spread out 
into  their ter ri to ries by  their  clans 
with in  their na tions, each with its 
own lan guage.)

The Hamites
 6 The sons of Ham:
  Cush,  Egypt, Put and Ca naan.
 7 The sons of Cush:
  Seba, Hav i lah, Sab tah, Ra a mah 

and Sab te ka.
  The sons of Ra a mah:
  She ba and De dan.

8 Cush was the fa ther c of Nim rod, who 
be came a  mighty war rior on the  earth. 
9 He was a  mighty hunt er be fore the 
Lord; that is why it is said, “Like Nim rod, 
a  mighty hunt er be fore the Lord.” 10 The 
 first cen ters of his king dom were Bab
ylon, Uruk, Ak kad and Kal neh, in d Shi
nar. e 11 From that land he went to As syr ia, 
 where he  built Nin e veh, Re ho both Ir, f Ca
lah 12 and Re sen,  which is be tween Nin e
veh and Ca lah —   which is the  great city.

 13 Egypt was the fa ther of
  the Lu dites, An a mites, Le ha bites, 

Naph tu hites, 14 Path ru sites, Kas lu
hites (from whom the Phi lis tines 
came) and Caph to rites.

 15 Ca naan was the fa ther of
  Si don his first born, g and of the 

Hit tites, 16 Jeb u sites, Am o rites, 
Gir ga shites, 17 Hi vites, Ar kites, Si
nites, 18 Ar vad ites, Zem a rites and 
Ha math ites.

Lat er the Ca naan ite  clans scat tered 
19 and the bor ders of Ca naan  reached 
from Si don to ward Ge rar as far as Gaza, 
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a 13 Or a relative; or an ally    b 1 Or sovereign    c 1 Or shield; / your reward will be very great    
d 2 The meaning of the Hebrew for this phrase is uncertain.    e 5 Or seed    a 7 Or seed    b 15 Or seed ; also in verse 16    c 1 That is, Babylonia; also in verse 9    
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  who delivered your enemies into 
your hand.”

Then  Abram gave him a  tenth of ev ery
thing.

21 The king of Sod om said to  Abram, 
“Give me the peo ple and keep the  goods 
for your self.”

22 But  Abram said to the king of Sod
om, “With  raised hand I have  sworn an 
oath to the Lord, God Most High, Cre a tor 
of heav en and  earth, 23 that I will ac cept 
noth ing be long ing to you, not even a 
 thread or the  strap of a san dal, so that 
you will nev er be able to say, ‘I made 
 Abram rich.’ 24 I will ac cept noth ing but 
what my men have eat en and the  share 
that be longs to the men who went with 
me —  to Aner, Esh kol and Mam re. Let 
them have  their share.”

The Lord’s Covenant With Abram

15 Af ter this, the word of the Lord 
came to  Abram in a vi sion:

  “Do not be afraid, Abram.
  I am your shield, b
  your very great reward. c ”

2 But  Abram said, “Sov er eign Lord, 
what can you give me  since I re main 
child less and the one who will in her it d 
my es tate is El i e zer of Da mas cus?” 3 And 
 Abram said, “You have giv en me no chil
dren; so a ser vant in my house hold will 
be my heir.”

4 Then the word of the Lord came to 
him: “This man will not be your heir, but 
a son who is your own flesh and blood 
will be your heir.” 5 He took him out
side and said, “Look up at the sky and 
 count the  stars —  if in deed you can  count 
them.” Then he said to him, “So  shall 
your off spring e be.”

6 Abram be lieved the Lord, and he 
cred it ed it to him as righ teous ness.

7 He also said to him, “I am the Lord, 
who  brought you out of Ur of the Chal
de ans to give you this land to take pos
ses sion of it.”

8 But  Abram said, “Sov er eign Lord, 
how can I know that I will gain pos ses
sion of it?”

9 So the Lord said to him, “Bring me 
a heif er, a goat and a ram, each  three 
 years old,  along with a dove and a  young 
pi geon.”

10 Abram  brought all  these to him, cut 
them in two and ar ranged the  halves 
 op po site each oth er; the  birds, how ev er, 
he did not cut in half. 11 Then  birds of prey 

 twelve  years they had been sub ject to 
Ked or la o mer, but in the thir teenth year 
they re belled.

5 In the four teenth year, Ked or la o mer 
and the  kings al lied with him went out 
and de feat ed the Reph a ites in Ash te roth 
Kar na im, the Zu zites in Ham, the  Emites 
in Sha veh Kir ia tha im 6 and the Ho rites in 
the hill coun try of Seir, as far as El Pa ran 
near the des ert. 7 Then they  turned back 
and went to En Mish pat (that is, Ka desh), 
and they con quered the  whole ter ri to ry 
of the Am a lek ites, as well as the Am o
rites who were liv ing in Haz e zon Ta mar.

8 Then the king of Sod om, the king of 
Go mor rah, the king of Ad mah, the king 
of Ze boy im and the king of Bela (that is, 
Zoar)  marched out and drew up  their bat
tle  lines in the Val ley of Sid dim 9 against 
Ked or la o mer king of Elam, Ti dal king of 
Goy im, Am ra phel king of Shi nar and Ar
i och king of El la sar —  four  kings  against 
five. 10 Now the Val ley of Sid dim was full 
of tar pits, and when the  kings of Sod om 
and Go mor rah fled, some of the men fell 
into them and the rest fled to the  hills. 
11 The four  kings  seized all the  goods of 
Sod om and Go mor rah and all  their food; 
then they went away. 12 They also car ried 
off  Abram’s neph ew Lot and his pos ses
sions,  since he was liv ing in Sod om.

13 A man who had es caped came and 
re port ed this to  Abram the He brew. Now 
 Abram was liv ing near the  great  trees of 
Mam re the Am o rite, a broth er a of Esh
kol and Aner, all of whom were al lied 
with  Abram. 14 When  Abram  heard that 
his rel a tive had been tak en cap tive, he 
 called out the 318  trained men born in 
his house hold and went in pur suit as far 
as Dan. 15 Dur ing the  night  Abram di vid
ed his men to at tack them and he rout ed 
them, pur su ing them as far as Ho bah, 
 north of Da mas cus. 16 He re cov ered all 
the  goods and  brought back his rel a tive 
Lot and his pos ses sions, to geth er with 
the wom en and the oth er peo ple.

17 Af ter  Abram re turned from de feat
ing Ked or la o mer and the  kings al lied 
with him, the king of Sod om came out 
to meet him in the Val ley of Sha veh (that 
is, the  King’s Val ley).

18 Then Mel chiz e dek king of Sa lem 
 brought out  bread and wine. He was 
 priest of God Most High, 19 and he  blessed 
 Abram, say ing,

  “Blessed be Abram by God Most High,
  Creator of heaven and earth.
 20 And praise be to God Most High,

 place be tween Beth el and Ai  where his 
tent had been ear li er 4 and  where he had 
 first  built an al tar.  There  Abram  called 
on the name of the Lord.

5 Now Lot, who was mov ing  about with 
 Abram, also had  flocks and  herds and 
 tents. 6 But the land  could not sup port 
them  while they  stayed to geth er, for  their 
pos ses sions were so  great that they were 
not able to stay to geth er. 7 And quar rel
ing  arose be tween  Abram’s herd ers and 
Lot’s. The Ca naan ites and Per iz zites were 
also liv ing in the land at that time.

8 So  Abram said to Lot, “Let’s not have 
any quar rel ing be tween you and me, or 
be tween your herd ers and mine, for we 
are  close rel a tives. 9 Is not the  whole land 
be fore you?  Let’s part com pa ny. If you go 
to the left, I’ll go to the  right; if you go to 
the  right, I’ll go to the left.”

10 Lot  looked  around and saw that the 
 whole  plain of the Jor dan to ward Zoar was 
well wa tered, like the gar den of the Lord, 
like the land of  Egypt. (This was be fore the 
Lord de stroyed Sod om and Go mor rah.) 
11 So Lot  chose for him self the  whole  plain 
of the Jor dan and set out to ward the east. 
The two men part ed com pa ny: 12 Abram 
 lived in the land of Ca naan,  while Lot  lived 
 among the cit ies of the  plain and  pitched 
his  tents near Sod om. 13 Now the peo ple 
of Sod om were wick ed and were sin ning 
great ly  against the Lord.

14 The Lord said to  Abram af ter Lot had 
part ed from him, “Look  around from 
 where you are, to the  north and  south, to 
the east and west. 15 All the land that you 
see I will give to you and your off spring b 
for ev er. 16 I will make your off spring like 
the dust of the  earth, so that if any one 
 could  count the dust, then your off spring 
 could be count ed. 17 Go, walk  through the 
 length and  breadth of the land, for I am 
giv ing it to you.”

18 So  Abram went to live near the  great 
 trees of Mam re at He bron,  where he 
 pitched his  tents.  There he  built an al tar 
to the Lord.

Abram Rescues Lot

14 At the time when Am ra phel was 
king of Shi nar, c Ar i och king of El

la sar, Ked or la o mer king of Elam and 
Ti dal king of Goy im, 2 these  kings went 
to war  against Bera king of Sod om, Bir
sha king of Go mor rah, Shi nab king of 
Ad mah, Shem e ber king of Ze boy im, and 
the king of Bela (that is, Zoar). 3 All  these 
lat ter  kings  joined forc es in the Val ley of 
Sid dim (that is, the Dead Sea Val ley). 4 For 

 ac quired in Har ran, and they set out for 
the land of Ca naan, and they ar rived 
there.

6 Abram trav eled  through the land as 
far as the site of the  great tree of Mo reh 
at She chem. At that time the Ca naan ites 
were in the land. 7 The Lord ap peared to 
 Abram and said, “To your off spring a I will 
give this land.” So he  built an al tar  there 
to the Lord, who had ap peared to him.

8 From  there he went on to ward the 
 hills east of Beth el and  pitched his tent, 
with Beth el on the west and Ai on the 
east.  There he  built an al tar to the Lord 
and  called on the name of the Lord.

9 Then  Abram set out and con tin ued 
to ward the Ne gev.

Abram in Egypt
10 Now  there was a fam ine in the land, 

and  Abram went down to  Egypt to live 
 there for a  while be cause the fam ine was 
se vere. 11 As he was  about to en ter  Egypt, 
he said to his wife Sa rai, “I know what 
a beau ti ful wom an you are. 12 When the 
Egyp tians see you, they will say, ‘This is 
his wife.’ Then they will kill me but will let 
you live. 13 Say you are my sis ter, so that I 
will be treat ed well for your sake and my 
life will be  spared be cause of you.”

14 When  Abram came to  Egypt, the 
Egyp tians saw that Sa rai was a very 
beau ti ful wom an. 15 And when Phar
aoh’s of fi cials saw her, they  praised her 
to Phar aoh, and she was tak en into his 
pal ace. 16 He treat ed  Abram well for her 
sake, and  Abram ac quired  sheep and 
cat tle, male and fe male don keys, male 
and fe male ser vants, and cam els.

17 But the Lord in flict ed se ri ous dis
eas es on Phar aoh and his house hold be
cause of  Abram’s wife Sa rai. 18 So Phar
aoh sum moned  Abram. “What have you 
done to me?” he said. “Why  didn’t you 
tell me she was your wife? 19 Why did you 
say, ‘She is my sis ter,’ so that I took her to 
be my wife? Now then, here is your wife. 
Take her and go!” 20 Then Phar aoh gave 
or ders  about  Abram to his men, and they 
sent him on his way, with his wife and 
ev ery thing he had.

Abram and Lot Separate

13 So  Abram went up from  Egypt to 
the Ne gev, with his wife and ev

ery thing he had, and Lot went with him. 
2 Abram had be come very  wealthy in 
live stock and in sil ver and gold.

3 From the Ne gev he went from  place 
to  place un til he came to Beth el, to the 
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Hope in Exile
Jeremiah 29:4–14

Jeremiah the prophet penned these words  
for those living in exile, to offer hope and 
perspective as they toiled in a foreign land, far 
from Jerusalem, their homeland’s capital and 
spiritual center. He reminds the exiles to keep 
living—to build homes, plant gardens, and marry.

Jeremiah reminds them of this powerful truth: 
exile should not prevent living.

While the exile of Israel seems remote to us, 
you actually live as an exile on this earth. This 
is not your home, but if you believe there’s 
nothing to do but wait here complacently until 
the end comes, you will miss out on truly living. 
To have hope in exile is to live with fervor in the 
here and now. Jeremiah reminds you to seek 
the prosperity of the place you’re living, not the 
place you hope to be. He basically states the 
familiar adage, “Bloom where you’re planted.”

You won’t always be in exile. There will come a 
day when God wipes every tear from your eyes, 
and there will no longer be weeping or pain. 
But until then? Bloom. Live. Demonstrate your 
future hope by your actions today to bless your 
present circumstances. There is much joyful 
work to do!

Lord, as I am exiled here, I pray you would 
empower me to live with hope. I truly want to 
bloom where you’ve planted me, no matter my 
circumstances. Thank you for hope. Thank you 
for teaching me perseverance in exile. Amen.

Think back on all the places you’ve lived. Which 
place felt most like exile? In what three ways 
did God help you bloom there?
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was cir cum cised, 25 and his son Ish ma el 
was thir teen; 26 Abra ham and his son 
Ish ma el were both cir cum cised on that 
very day. 27 And ev ery male in Abra ham’s 
house hold, in clud ing  those born in his 
house hold or  bought from a for eign er, 
was cir cum cised with him.

The Three Visitors

18 The Lord ap peared to Abra ham 
near the  great  trees of Mam re 

 while he was sit ting at the en trance to 
his tent in the heat of the day. 2 Abra ham 
 looked up and saw  three men stand ing 
near by. When he saw them, he hur ried 
from the en trance of his tent to meet 
them and  bowed low to the ground.

3 He said, “If I have  found fa vor in your 
eyes, my lord, b do not pass your ser vant 
by. 4 Let a lit tle wa ter be  brought, and 
then you may all wash your feet and rest 
un der this tree. 5 Let me get you some
thing to eat, so you can be re freshed and 
then go on your way —  now that you 
have come to your ser vant.”

“Very well,” they an swered, “do as you 
say.”

6 So Abra ham hur ried into the tent to 
Sar ah. “Quick,” he said, “get  three se ahs c 
of the fin est  flour and  knead it and bake 
some bread.”

7 Then he ran to the herd and se lect
ed a  choice, ten der calf and gave it to a 
ser vant, who hur ried to pre pare it. 8 He 
then  brought some  curds and milk and 
the calf that had been pre pared, and set 
 these be fore them.  While they ate, he 
 stood near them un der a tree.

9 “Where is your wife Sar ah?” they 
 asked him.

“There, in the tent,” he said.
10 Then one of them said, “I will sure ly 

re turn to you  about this time next year, 
and Sar ah your wife will have a son.”

Now Sar ah was lis ten ing at the en
trance to the tent,  which was be hind him. 
11 Abra ham and Sar ah were al ready very 
old, and Sar ah was past the age of child
bear ing. 12 So Sar ah  laughed to her self as 
she  thought, “Af ter I am worn out and my 
lord is old, will I now have this plea sure?”

13 Then the Lord said to Abra ham, 
“Why did Sar ah  laugh and say, ‘Will I 
real ly have a  child, now that I am old?’ 
14 Is any thing too hard for the Lord? I will 
re turn to you at the ap point ed time next 
year, and Sar ah will have a son.”

15 Sar ah was  afraid, so she lied and 
said, “I did not laugh.”

But he said, “Yes, you did laugh.”

land of Ca naan,  where you now re side as 
a for eign er, I will give as an ever last ing 
pos ses sion to you and your de scen dants 
af ter you; and I will be  their God.”

9 Then God said to Abra ham, “As for 
you, you must keep my cov enant, you 
and your de scen dants af ter you for the 
gen er a tions to come. 10 This is my cov
enant with you and your de scen dants 
af ter you, the cov enant you are to keep: 
Ev ery male  among you  shall be cir cum
cised. 11 You are to un der go cir cum ci sion, 
and it will be the sign of the cov enant be
tween me and you. 12 For the gen er a tions 
to come ev ery male  among you who is 
 eight days old must be cir cum cised, in
clud ing  those born in your house hold 
or  bought with mon ey from a for eign
er —   those who are not your off spring. 
13 Wheth er born in your house hold or 
 bought with your mon ey, they must be 
cir cum cised. My cov enant in your  flesh is 
to be an ever last ing cov enant. 14 Any un
cir cum cised male, who has not been cir
cum cised in the  flesh, will be cut off from 
his peo ple; he has bro ken my cov enant.”

15 God also said to Abra ham, “As for Sa
rai your wife, you are no lon ger to call 
her Sa rai; her name will be Sar ah. 16 I will 
 bless her and will sure ly give you a son 
by her. I will  bless her so that she will be 
the moth er of na tions;  kings of peo ples 
will come from her.”

17 Abra ham fell face down; he  laughed 
and said to him self, “Will a son be born 
to a man a hun dred  years old? Will Sar
ah bear a  child at the age of nine ty?” 
18 And Abra ham said to God, “If only Ish
ma el  might live un der your bless ing!”

19 Then God said, “Yes, but your wife 
Sar ah will bear you a son, and you will 
call him  Isaac. a I will es tab lish my cov
enant with him as an ever last ing cov
enant for his de scen dants af ter him. 
20 And as for Ish ma el, I have  heard you: 
I will sure ly  bless him; I will make him 
fruit ful and will great ly in crease his 
num bers. He will be the fa ther of  twelve 
rul ers, and I will make him into a  great 
na tion. 21 But my cov enant I will es tab
lish with  Isaac, whom Sar ah will bear to 
you by this time next year.” 22 When he 
had fin ished speak ing with Abra ham, 
God went up from him.

23 On that very day Abra ham took his 
son Ish ma el and all  those born in his 
house hold or  bought with his mon ey, 
ev ery male in his house hold, and cir
cum cised them, as God told him. 24 Abra
ham was nine tynine  years old when he 

 spring that is be side the road to Shur. 
8 And he said, “Ha gar, slave of Sa rai, 
 where have you come from, and  where 
are you go ing?”

“I’m run ning away from my mis tress 
Sa rai,” she an swered.

9 Then the an gel of the Lord told her, 
“Go back to your mis tress and sub mit to 
her.” 10 The an gel add ed, “I will in crease 
your de scen dants so much that they will 
be too nu mer ous to count.”

11 The an gel of the Lord also said to 
her:

  “You are now pregnant
  and you will give birth to a son.
  You shall name him Ishmael, b

  for the Lord has heard of your 
misery.

 12 He will be a wild donkey of a man;
  his hand will be against everyone
  and everyone’s hand against him,
  and he will live in hostility
  toward c all his brothers.”

13 She gave this name to the Lord who 
 spoke to her: “You are the God who sees 
me,” for she said, “I have now seen d the 
One who sees me.” 14 That is why the 
well was  called Beer La hai Roi e; it is  still 
 there, be tween Ka desh and Be red.

15 So Ha gar bore  Abram a son, and 
 Abram gave the name Ish ma el to 
the son she had  borne. 16 Abram was 
 eightysix  years old when Ha gar bore 
him Ish ma el.

The Covenant of Circumcision

17 When  Abram was nine tynine  years 
old, the Lord ap peared to him and 

said, “I am God Al mighty f; walk be fore 
me faith ful ly and be blame less. 2 Then I 
will make my cov enant be tween me and 
you and will great ly in crease your num
bers.”

3 Abram fell face down, and God said 
to him, 4 “As for me, this is my cov enant 
with you: You will be the fa ther of many 
na tions. 5 No lon ger will you be  called 
 Abram g; your name will be Abra ham, h 
for I have made you a fa ther of many 
na tions. 6 I will make you very fruit ful; 
I will make na tions of you, and  kings 
will come from you. 7 I will es tab lish my 
cov enant as an ever last ing cov enant 
be tween me and you and your de scen
dants af ter you for the gen er a tions to 
come, to be your God and the God of 
your de scen dants af ter you. 8 The  whole 

came down on the car cass es, but  Abram 
 drove them away.

12 As the sun was set ting,  Abram fell 
into a deep  sleep, and a  thick and dread
ful dark ness came over him. 13 Then the 
Lord said to him, “Know for cer tain that 
for four hun dred  years your de scen dants 
will be strang ers in a coun try not  their 
own and that they will be en slaved and 
mis treat ed  there. 14 But I will pun ish the 
na tion they  serve as  slaves, and af ter
ward they will come out with  great pos
ses sions. 15 You, how ev er, will go to your 
an ces tors in  peace and be bur ied at a 
good old age. 16 In the  fourth gen er a tion 
your de scen dants will come back here, 
for the sin of the Am o rites has not yet 
 reached its full mea sure.”

17 When the sun had set and dark ness 
had fall en, a smok ing fire pot with a 
blaz ing  torch ap peared and  passed be
tween the piec es. 18 On that day the Lord 
made a cov enant with  Abram and said, 
“To your de scen dants I give this land, 
from the Wadi a of  Egypt to the  great 
riv er, the Eu phra tes —   19 the land of the 
Ke nites, Ken iz zites, Kad mon ites, 20 Hit
tites, Per iz zites, Reph a ites, 21 Am o rites, 
Ca naan ites, Gir ga shites and Jeb u sites.”

Hagar and Ishmael

16 Now Sa rai,  Abram’s wife, had 
 borne him no chil dren. But she 

had an Egyp tian slave  named Ha gar; 2 so 
she said to  Abram, “The Lord has kept 
me from hav ing chil dren. Go,  sleep with 
my slave; per haps I can  build a fam i ly 
 through her.”

Abram  agreed to what Sa rai said. 3 So 
af ter  Abram had been liv ing in Ca naan 
ten  years, Sa rai his wife took her Egyp
tian slave Ha gar and gave her to her 
hus band to be his wife. 4 He  slept with 
Ha gar, and she con ceived.

When she knew she was preg nant, 
she be gan to de spise her mis tress. 5 Then 
Sa rai said to  Abram, “You are re spon si
ble for the  wrong I am suf fer ing. I put 
my slave in your arms, and now that 
she  knows she is preg nant, she de spis
es me. May the Lord  judge be tween you 
and me.”

6 “Your slave is in your  hands,”  Abram 
said. “Do with her what ev er you  think 
best.” Then Sa rai mis treat ed Ha gar; so 
she fled from her.

7 The an gel of the Lord  found Ha gar 
near a  spring in the des ert; it was the 
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Lot and His Daughters
30 Lot and his two daugh ters left Zoar 

and set tled in the moun tains, for he 
was  afraid to stay in Zoar. He and his 
two daugh ters  lived in a cave. 31 One day 
the old er daugh ter said to the youn ger, 
“Our fa ther is old, and  there is no man 
 around here to give us chil dren —  as is 
the cus tom all over the  earth. 32 Let’s get 
our fa ther to  drink wine and then  sleep 
with him and pre serve our fam i ly line 
 through our fa ther.”

33 That  night they got  their fa ther to 
 drink wine, and the old er daugh ter went 
in and  slept with him. He was not  aware 
of it when she lay down or when she 
got up.

34 The next day the old er daugh ter said 
to the youn ger, “Last  night I  slept with 
my fa ther.  Let’s get him to  drink wine 
 again to night, and you go in and  sleep 
with him so we can pre serve our fam i
ly line  through our fa ther.” 35 So they got 
 their fa ther to  drink wine that  night 
also, and the youn ger daugh ter went 
in and  slept with him.  Again he was not 
 aware of it when she lay down or when 
she got up.

36 So both of  Lot’s daugh ters be came 
preg nant by  their fa ther. 37 The old er 
daugh ter had a son, and she  named him 
Moab e; he is the fa ther of the Mo ab ites of 
to day. 38 The youn ger daugh ter also had a 
son, and she  named him BenAmmi f; he 
is the fa ther of the Am mon ites g of to day.

Abraham and Abimelek

20 Now Abra ham  moved on from 
 there into the re gion of the Ne gev 

and  lived be tween Ka desh and Shur. For 
a  while he  stayed in Ge rar, 2 and  there 
Abra ham said of his wife Sar ah, “She is 
my sis ter.” Then Abim e lek king of Ge rar 
sent for Sar ah and took her.

3 But God came to Abim e lek in a  dream 
one  night and said to him, “You are as 
good as dead be cause of the wom an you 
have tak en; she is a mar ried wom an.”

4 Now Abim e lek had not gone near her, 
so he said, “Lord, will you de stroy an in
no cent na tion? 5 Did he not say to me, 
‘She is my sis ter,’ and  didn’t she also say, 
‘He is my broth er’? I have done this with 
a  clear con science and  clean hands.”

6 Then God said to him in the  dream, 
“Yes, I know you did this with a  clear 
con science, and so I have kept you from 
sin ning  against me. That is why I did not 

 de stroy this  place. The out cry to the Lord 
 against its peo ple is so  great that he has 
sent us to de stroy it.”

14 So Lot went out and  spoke to his 
sonsinlaw, who were  pledged to mar
ry a his daugh ters. He said, “Hur ry and 
get out of this  place, be cause the Lord is 
 about to de stroy the city!” But his sons
inlaw  thought he was jok ing.

15 With the com ing of dawn, the an gels 
 urged Lot, say ing, “Hur ry! Take your 
wife and your two daugh ters who are 
here, or you will be  swept away when the 
city is pun ished.”

16 When he hes i tat ed, the men  grasped 
his hand and the  hands of his wife and 
of his two daugh ters and led them safe ly 
out of the city, for the Lord was mer ci ful 
to them. 17 As soon as they had  brought 
them out, one of them said, “Flee for 
your  lives!  Don’t look back, and  don’t 
stop any where in the  plain! Flee to the 
moun tains or you will be  swept away!”

18 But Lot said to them, “No, my  lords, b 
 please! 19 Your c ser vant has  found fa vor 
in your c eyes, and you c have  shown  great 
kind ness to me in spar ing my life. But I 
 can’t flee to the moun tains; this di sas ter 
will over take me, and I’ll die. 20 Look, here 
is a town near  enough to run to, and it is 
 small. Let me flee to it —  it is very  small, 
 isn’t it? Then my life will be spared.”

21 He said to him, “Very well, I will 
 grant this re quest too; I will not over
throw the town you  speak of. 22 But flee 
 there quick ly, be cause I can not do any
thing un til you  reach it.” (That is why the 
town was  called Zoar. d)

23 By the time Lot  reached Zoar, the sun 
had ris en over the land. 24 Then the Lord 
 rained down burn ing sul fur on Sod om 
and Go mor rah —  from the Lord out of the 
heav ens. 25 Thus he over threw  those cit ies 
and the en tire  plain, de stroy ing all  those 
liv ing in the cit ies —  and also the veg e ta
tion in the land. 26 But  Lot’s wife  looked 
back, and she be came a pil lar of salt.

27 Ear ly the next morn ing Abra ham got 
up and re turned to the  place  where he 
had  stood be fore the Lord. 28 He  looked 
down to ward Sod om and Go mor rah, to
ward all the land of the  plain, and he 
saw  dense  smoke ris ing from the land, 
like  smoke from a fur nace.

29 So when God de stroyed the cit ies 
of the  plain, he re mem bered Abra ham, 
and he  brought Lot out of the ca tas tro
phe that over threw the cit ies  where Lot 
had lived.

He said, “For the sake of twen ty, I will 
not de stroy it.”

32 Then he said, “May the Lord not be 
an gry, but let me  speak just once more. 
What if only ten can be  found there?”

He an swered, “For the sake of ten, I 
will not de stroy it.”

33 When the Lord had fin ished speak
ing with Abra ham, he left, and Abra ham 
re turned home.

Sodom and Gomorrah Destroyed

19 The two an gels ar rived at Sod om 
in the eve ning, and Lot was sit

ting in the gate way of the city. When he 
saw them, he got up to meet them and 
 bowed down with his face to the  ground. 
2 “My  lords,” he said, “please turn  aside to 
your ser vant’s  house. You can wash your 
feet and  spend the  night and then go on 
your way ear ly in the morn ing.”

“No,” they an swered, “we will  spend 
the  night in the square.”

3 But he in sist ed so strong ly that they 
did go with him and en tered his  house. 
He pre pared a meal for them, bak ing 
 bread with out  yeast, and they ate. 4 Be fore 
they had gone to bed, all the men from 
ev ery part of the city of Sod om —  both 
 young and old —  sur round ed the  house. 
5 They  called to Lot, “Where are the men 
who came to you to night?  Bring them out 
to us so that we can have sex with them.”

6 Lot went out side to meet them and 
shut the door be hind him 7 and said, “No, 
my  friends.  Don’t do this wick ed  thing. 
8 Look, I have two daugh ters who have 
nev er  slept with a man. Let me  bring 
them out to you, and you can do what 
you like with them. But  don’t do any
thing to  these men, for they have come 
un der the pro tec tion of my roof.”

9 “Get out of our way,” they re plied. 
“This fel low came here as a for eign er, 
and now he  wants to play the  judge! 
 We’ll  treat you  worse than them.” They 
kept bring ing pres sure on Lot and 
 moved for ward to  break down the door.

10 But the men in side  reached out and 
 pulled Lot back into the  house and shut 
the door. 11 Then they  struck the men who 
were at the door of the  house,  young and 
old, with blind ness so that they  could not 
find the door.

12 The two men said to Lot, “Do you 
have any one else here —  sonsinlaw, 
sons or daugh ters, or any one else in 
the city who be longs to you? Get them 
out of here, 13 be cause we are go ing to 

Abraham Pleads for Sodom
16 When the men got up to  leave, 

they  looked down to ward Sod om, and 
Abra ham  walked  along with them to 
see them on  their way. 17 Then the Lord 
said, “Shall I hide from Abra ham what 
I am  about to do? 18 Abra ham will sure
ly be come a  great and pow er ful na tion, 
and all na tions on  earth will be  blessed 
 through him. a 19 For I have cho sen him, 
so that he will di rect his chil dren and 
his house hold af ter him to keep the way 
of the Lord by do ing what is  right and 
just, so that the Lord will  bring  about for 
Abra ham what he has prom ised him.”

20 Then the Lord said, “The out cry 
 against Sod om and Go mor rah is so  great 
and  their sin so griev ous 21 that I will go 
down and see if what they have done is 
as bad as the out cry that has  reached 
me. If not, I will know.”

22 The men  turned away and went to
ward Sod om, but Abra ham re mained 
stand ing be fore the Lord. b 23 Then Abra
ham ap proached him and said: “Will 
you  sweep away the righ teous with the 
wick ed? 24 What if  there are fif ty righ
teous peo ple in the city? Will you real ly 
 sweep it away and not  spare c the  place 
for the sake of the fif ty righ teous peo
ple in it? 25 Far be it from you to do such 
a  thing —  to kill the righ teous with the 
wick ed, treat ing the righ teous and the 
wick ed  alike. Far be it from you! Will not 
the  Judge of all the  earth do right?”

26 The Lord said, “If I find fif ty righ
teous peo ple in the city of Sod om, I will 
 spare the  whole  place for  their sake.”

27 Then Abra ham  spoke up  again: 
“Now that I have been so bold as to 
 speak to the Lord,  though I am noth ing 
but dust and ash es, 28 what if the num
ber of the righ teous is five less than fif ty? 
Will you de stroy the  whole city for lack of 
five peo ple?”

“If I find for tyfive  there,” he said, “I 
will not de stroy it.”

29 Once  again he  spoke to him, “What if 
only for ty are  found there?”

He said, “For the sake of for ty, I will 
not do it.”

30 Then he said, “May the Lord not be 
an gry, but let me  speak. What if only 
thir ty can be  found there?”

He an swered, “I will not do it if I find 
thir ty there.”

31 Abra ham said, “Now that I have 
been so bold as to  speak to the Lord, 
what if only twen ty can be  found there?”
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a 31 Beersheba can mean well of seven and well of the oath.    b 13 Many manuscripts of the 
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and he him self car ried the fire and the 
 knife. As the two of them went on to
geth er, 7 Isaac  spoke up and said to his 
fa ther Abra ham, “Fa ther?”

“Yes, my son?” Abra ham re plied.
“The fire and wood are here,”  Isaac 

said, “but  where is the lamb for the 
 burnt of fer ing?”

8 Abra ham an swered, “God him self 
will pro vide the lamb for the  burnt of fer
ing, my son.” And the two of them went 
on to geth er.

9 When they  reached the  place God 
had told him  about, Abra ham  built an 
al tar  there and ar ranged the wood on 
it. He  bound his son  Isaac and laid him 
on the al tar, on top of the wood. 10 Then 
he  reached out his hand and took the 
 knife to slay his son. 11 But the an gel of 
the Lord  called out to him from heav en, 
“Abra ham! Abra ham!”

“Here I am,” he re plied.
12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he 

said. “Do not do any thing to him. Now 
I know that you fear God, be cause you 
have not with held from me your son, 
your only son.”

13 Abra ham  looked up and  there in 
a thick et he saw a ram b  caught by its 
 horns. He went over and took the ram 
and sac ri ficed it as a  burnt of fer ing in
stead of his son. 14 So Abra ham  called 
that  place The Lord Will Pro vide. And to 
this day it is said, “On the moun tain of 
the Lord it will be pro vid ed.”

15 The an gel of the Lord  called to Abra
ham from heav en a sec ond time 16 and 
said, “I  swear by my self, de clares the 
Lord, that be cause you have done this 
and have not with held your son, your 
only son, 17 I will sure ly  bless you and 
make your de scen dants as nu mer ous as 
the  stars in the sky and as the sand on 
the sea shore. Your de scen dants will take 
pos ses sion of the cit ies of  their en e mies, 
18 and  through your off spring c all na tions 
on  earth will be  blessed, d be cause you 
have  obeyed me.”

19 Then Abra ham re turned to his ser
vants, and they set off to geth er for Be
er she ba. And Abra ham  stayed in Be er
she ba.

Nahor’s Sons
20 Some time lat er Abra ham was told, 

“Mil kah is also a moth er; she has  borne 
sons to your broth er Na hor: 21 Uz the 

do. 23 Now  swear to me here be fore God 
that you will not deal false ly with me or 
my chil dren or my de scen dants. Show to 
me and the coun try  where you now re
side as a for eign er the same kind ness I 
have  shown to you.”

24 Abra ham said, “I  swear it.”
25 Then Abra ham com plained to Abim

e lek  about a well of wa ter that Abim e
lek’s ser vants had  seized. 26 But Abim e lek 
said, “I  don’t know who has done this. 
You did not tell me, and I  heard  about 
it only to day.”

27 So Abra ham  brought  sheep and cat
tle and gave them to Abim e lek, and the 
two men made a trea ty. 28 Abra ham set 
 apart sev en ewe  lambs from the  flock, 
29 and Abim e lek  asked Abra ham, “What 
is the mean ing of  these sev en ewe  lambs 
you have set  apart by them selves?”

30 He re plied, “Ac cept  these sev en 
 lambs from my hand as a wit ness that 
I dug this well.”

31 So that  place was  called Be er she
ba, a be cause the two men  swore an oath 
there.

32 Af ter the trea ty had been made at 
Be er she ba, Abim e lek and Phi col the com
mand er of his forc es re turned to the land 
of the Phi lis tines. 33 Abra ham plant ed a 
tam a risk tree in Be er she ba, and  there 
he  called on the name of the Lord, the 
Eter nal God. 34 And Abra ham  stayed in 
the land of the Phi lis tines for a long time.

Abraham Tested

22 Some time lat er God test ed Abra
ham. He said to him, “Abra ham!”

“Here I am,” he re plied.
2 Then God said, “Take your son, your 

only son, whom you love —   Isaac —  and 
go to the re gion of Mo ri ah. Sac ri fice him 
 there as a  burnt of fer ing on a moun tain 
I will show you.”

3 Ear ly the next morn ing Abra ham got 
up and load ed his don key. He took with 
him two of his ser vants and his son  Isaac. 
When he had cut  enough wood for the 
 burnt of fer ing, he set out for the  place 
God had told him  about. 4 On the  third 
day Abra ham  looked up and saw the 
 place in the dis tance. 5 He said to his ser
vants, “Stay here with the don key  while 
I and the boy go over  there. We will wor
ship and then we will come back to you.”

6 Abra ham took the wood for the  burnt 
of fer ing and  placed it on his son  Isaac, 

6 Sar ah said, “God has  brought me 
laugh ter, and ev ery one who  hears  about 
this will  laugh with me.” 7 And she add ed, 
“Who  would have said to Abra ham that 
Sar ah  would  nurse chil dren? Yet I have 
 borne him a son in his old age.”

Hagar and Ishmael Sent Away
8 The  child grew and was  weaned, and 

on the day  Isaac was  weaned Abra ham 
held a  great  feast. 9 But Sar ah saw that 
the son whom Ha gar the Egyp tian had 
 borne to Abra ham was mock ing, 10 and 
she said to Abra ham, “Get rid of that 
 slave wom an and her son, for that wom
an’s son will nev er  share in the in her i
tance with my son Isaac.”

11 The mat ter dis tressed Abra ham 
great ly be cause it con cerned his son. 
12 But God said to him, “Do not be so dis
tressed  about the boy and your slave 
wom an. Lis ten to what ev er Sar ah  tells 
you, be cause it is  through  Isaac that 
your off spring c will be reck oned. 13 I will 
make the son of the slave into a na tion 
also, be cause he is your off spring.”

14 Ear ly the next morn ing Abra ham 
took some food and a skin of wa ter and 
gave them to Ha gar. He set them on her 
shoul ders and then sent her off with the 
boy. She went on her way and wan dered 
in the Des ert of Be er she ba.

15 When the wa ter in the skin was gone, 
she put the boy un der one of the bush es. 
16 Then she went off and sat down  about 
a bow shot away, for she  thought, “I can
not  watch the boy die.” And as she sat 
 there, she d be gan to sob.

17 God  heard the boy cry ing, and the 
an gel of God  called to Ha gar from heav
en and said to her, “What is the mat ter, 
Ha gar? Do not be  afraid; God has  heard 
the boy cry ing as he lies  there. 18 Lift the 
boy up and take him by the hand, for I 
will make him into a  great na tion.”

19 Then God  opened her eyes and she 
saw a well of wa ter. So she went and 
 filled the skin with wa ter and gave the 
boy a drink.

20 God was with the boy as he grew up. 
He  lived in the des ert and be came an ar
cher. 21 While he was liv ing in the Des ert 
of Pa ran, his moth er got a wife for him 
from Egypt.

The Treaty at Beersheba
22 At that time Abim e lek and Phi col the 

com mand er of his forc es said to Abra
ham, “God is with you in ev ery thing you 

let you  touch her. 7 Now re turn the  man’s 
wife, for he is a proph et, and he will pray 
for you and you will live. But if you do 
not re turn her, you may be sure that you 
and all who be long to you will die.”

8 Ear ly the next morn ing Abim e lek 
sum moned all his of fi cials, and when he 
told them all that had hap pened, they 
were very much  afraid. 9 Then Abim e lek 
 called Abra ham in and said, “What have 
you done to us? How have I  wronged you 
that you have  brought such  great  guilt 
upon me and my king dom? You have 
done  things to me that  should nev er be 
done.” 10 And Abim e lek  asked Abra ham, 
“What was your rea son for do ing this?”

11 Abra ham re plied, “I said to my self, 
‘There is sure ly no fear of God in this 
 place, and they will kill me be cause of 
my wife.’ 12 Be sides, she real ly is my sis
ter, the daugh ter of my fa ther  though 
not of my moth er; and she be came my 
wife. 13 And when God had me wan der 
from my fa ther’s house hold, I said to 
her, ‘This is how you can show your love 
to me: Ev ery where we go, say of me, “He 
is my broth er.” ’ ”

14 Then Abim e lek  brought  sheep and 
cat tle and male and fe male  slaves and 
gave them to Abra ham, and he re turned 
Sar ah his wife to him. 15 And Abim e lek 
said, “My land is be fore you; live wher
ev er you like.”

16 To Sar ah he said, “I am giv ing your 
broth er a thou sand shek els a of sil ver. 
This is to cov er the of fense  against you 
be fore all who are with you; you are 
com plete ly vin di cat ed.”

17 Then Abra ham  prayed to God, and 
God  healed Abim e lek, his wife and his 
fe male  slaves so they  could have chil
dren  again, 18 for the Lord had kept all 
the wom en in Abim e lek’s house hold 
from con ceiv ing be cause of Abra ham’s 
wife Sar ah.

The Birth of Isaac

21 Now the Lord was gra cious to Sar
ah as he had said, and the Lord did 

for Sar ah what he had prom ised. 2 Sar
ah be came preg nant and bore a son to 
Abra ham in his old age, at the very time 
God had prom ised him. 3 Abra ham gave 
the name  Isaac b to the son Sar ah bore 
him. 4 When his son  Isaac was  eight days 
old, Abra ham cir cum cised him, as God 
com mand ed him. 5 Abra ham was a hun
dred  years old when his son  Isaac was 
born to him.

jody
Typewritten Text
UNCORRECTED PROOF

jody
Typewritten Text
UNCORRECTED PROOF



SUN
Mo

nt
h  

/  
Ye

ar

AUGUST  .  2021

AU
GU

ST 
 .   20

21  
(w

rit
ten

 in
)

MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

jody
Typewritten Text
UNCORRECTED PROOF

jody
Typewritten Text
UNCORRECTED PROOF



jody
Typewritten Text
UNCORRECTED PROOF



AVA I L A B L E   S E P T E M B E R   2 0 2 1

Hardcover Bible & 
Journal Gift Set

9780310456971
$59.99

Pink Cloth 
Over Board
9780310456933

$49.99

Navy Leathersoft
9780310456940

$69.99

INDEXED
9780310456957

$79.99

Hardcover
9780310456926

$39.99



• Full text of the accurate, readable, and clear New International Version (NIV)

• Hundreds of highlighted Bible verses relate to the key themes of faith, hope, 
and love

• 12 blank calendar pages on thicker paper for planning out a year of activities

• 52-week guide, rotating weekly through the key themes

• Each week’s suggested activities include an encouraging devotional reading 
and prayer, a piece of coloring art for reflection, and a journaling prompt to 
help you dig deeper 

• A “Go-Further” reading plan for the year

• Full-color art and journaling space throughout

• 66 key verse illustrations, one at the beginning of each book

• Shareable full-color verse artwork on thicker paper with perforated edges

• 8-point print size

FAITH, HOPE, AND LOVE—the three virtues found in 1 Corinthians 13—

are at the heart of the NIV Radiant Virtues Bible, inviting you to discover 

how they are woven through both the stories of the Bible and your own 

life. Art from the Beautiful Word collection, along with newly created verse 

art, all-new journaling prompts, weekly devotional readings and prayers, 

coloring pages, a reading plan, and more, guide you as you explore each 

virtue and its place in Scripture. 

Explore the Virtues of Faith, Hope, & Love
with the NIV Radiant Virtues Bible, a Beautiful Word™ Collection

Every NIV Bible you purchase helps Biblica translate  
and give Bibles to people in need around the world.

www.biblica.com

FEATURES




